Ping pong

In America
relegated to
basement fun

Table Tennis is iike zen.
says Young Jo Kim, a member of
the University Ciub Sports tabie
tennis ciub.

“In a way table tennis doesn't
look exciting,” he says. “It's so in-
dividual; you have to concentrate
on yourself. In matches it's so si-
lent.”

By JEFF PETERSEN
Of the Emeraid

The silence is broken only by a
ball one and one-haif inches in
diameter “katurking” off 2 nine

a net six inches tall and six feet
wide.

Kim says many good piayers
believe the paddle is an extension
of the hand or fingers. “You're
chasing a very little thing — the
ball. It's a lot like life. You're chas-
ing litle balls, and if you catch

“You feel the ball with the rac-
ket,” says Elsie Spinning, who
eight years ago was the ninth-
rated American woman at age 16.

ﬂ
Fencing

Saturday the fencing ciub

The water polo club and
teams from seven other

schools — Washington,
Washington State, Central
Washington State College
Oregon State, Lewis & Clark
College, Southern Oregon
State College and Portland
State — have qualified for the
Northwest intercollegiate
Water Polo Championships.

PSU and Lewis & Clark wil
host the tournament Friday
and Saturday in Portland.

-Soccer

The University of Puget
Sound will challenge the
Duck’s men's sqguadinaSp.m.
Saturday match at Autzen
Stadium

— Club Sports round-up—

“Touch is very important.”
Spinning practiced in Sweden
with the U.S. women’s junior
team, but her parents had to pay.
Lack of funding is a problem fac-
ing the top young American

“We dont have the training
facilities or the coaching to keep
them here,” says Ron Vincent,
who is the volunteer instructor of
the University's table tennis class.

Vincent says table tennis in
America is as low key as the
American Bass Fishemman's As-
sociation. “All we have is cliques
competing against themseives

ile confined to a geographic re-

Ancther reason for its lack of
popularity is that it is “not socially
acceptable for young women,”
says Spinning. “Places we had to
ﬁalemswwm’t
very nice; they weren't the kinds of
places parents wouid want their
daughters to run off to.”

Spinning says table tennis is

nw

Saturday the rugby ciub wail
play an exhibition match start-
ing at 10:30 am. on the rugby
field next to Hayward Field. A
tailgate party wiil follow.

All interested are welcome at
rugby practice held Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 330 p.m.
behind Mac Court. Formore in-
formation call Andy Thompson
at 484-1587 or Terry Snyder at
343-4353

Skiing

The ski club is sponsoring
Dick Barrymaore's latest movie.
“Wild Skis,” tonight at 7 and §
p.m. in 150 Geclogy

Tickets are $2 50 in advance
and 3 at the door. Advance
tickets may be picked up from
any ski club member. or at the
Club Sports office in the EMU
basement.

The men’s volleyball club
travels to Tacoma, Wash. this
weekend for a tourmament at
Highline Community College
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Touch is important in table tennis, Young Jo Kim, a member of the Club Sports team, says. Tabie tennis is not
ammmMMatnhm&mmmaMWMgmmmm
American table tennis s pnmarily a basement sport.

Kim says it was hard to concen-
rate on the game for eight hours
each day. But it is this kind of in-
tense interest that packed 15,000
people in 2 specially-buiit arena in
Peking for the 1961 worid table
tennis championships, whiie
thousands more waited ocutside
hoping to get in.

A player's mind must be fo-
cused 100 percent on the game.
An cpponent’s stroke must be an-
ticpated in order to counter with
the correct shot “If's a lot like
chess,” says John Kretchmer,
Club Sports representative from
the team. “You try to deceive your
opponent.”

When playing in 2 tournament,
Kretchmer's eyes narrow in con-
centration. “| have to be tense.”
he says. “| have to want to gush
the other guy.”

Between matches Kretchmer
reiaxes and catches his breath. At
a recent tournament he piayed 20
games. He uses the first game o
feel out an cpponent to see what
will work and what won't. If he gets
a big lead he will try to overpower
his cpponent, but if the match is
close he says creative tactics are
maore important than powerful
shots.

Among the shots a table tennis
player might use are the back-

table. “If your footwork is not good
you can't chase and hit the ball.”
he says. He says good foctwork is
the foundation of his table tennis
game.

How does a player prepare for a
competitive match? Kretchmer
got ready for his match against
Jeff Frahler of Portland State by
wriling 2 paper on the attacking
style for an English class “I'm a
counter-attack player, but the last
time | played Frahier that didnt

John Kretchmer: “l have to be tense, | have to
want to crush the other guy.”

hand push shot, forehand push
shot, backhand chop. forehand
chop, backhand flick, dropshot,
forehand topspin drive and the
smash.

There are two kinds of players
— the attacker and the counter-
attacker. Points are decided
quickly. A point between two at-
tackang piayers is usually over by

der, highly popular in the Far East.,
is good for straight kill shots. Mare
popular in the United States and
Eurcpe is the shakehand. Looping
shots with amm extended and foi-
lowing through are more compati-
ble with this grip, says Kim.

Kim is a convert of the penhol-
der, which he says requires fast
footwork and guick reflexes be-
cause the player is ciose to the

work. So [ fried attacking. |

Because table tenmnis is an indi-
as amoney maker, its acceptance
in the UUnited States on 2 competi-
tive level is still in question. Vin-
of table tennis lags behind other
courtnes. 5

“There's not enough masoch-
ism in the game.” he says
“There's not enough bicod and
guts for most spectators. Or for
most players.”

Tabie tennis has come z long
way since two bored students
using agar bax lids for paddies. =
champagne cork for 2 ball and a
row of books for 2 net piayed the
first game in 1881. In the United
States it has 2 long way o go.

As Kim says, “Table tennis is
easy o start with, but it's hard to
get good.”

Oregon Wildermess Supplies

Celebrate the Fall Colors
With Powderhorn Mountaineering, the color folk.

20% off

Powderhorn Windriver mountain parkas, anoraks, down vests, dacron
and down parkas.

One-arm Bandit feature zip-out sleeves.

Sale Ends November 15.

at

Lower Level EMU 10-8 M-F

586-J089
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