
Racers rev up for Eugene drag strip plan 
By KRISTINE SNIPES 

Of the Emerald 

Two souped-up street cars line 
up, engines rewed, tires smoking. 
The starting signals flicker, light 
up and then whoom — the cars go 
to 130 mph in 10 seconds for a 

race that is over in 12 seconds. 
This scene will soon take place 

in Eugene if a proposed county- 
sponsored drag strip is approved, 
according to Jim Baker, spokes- 
person for the Willamette Valley 
Drag Racers Association. 

The drag strip would be part of 
the Short Mountain Special 
Events Park, which would include 
a 600-yard rifle range, mud and 
sand drag strips, a motorcycle 
track, camping facilities and "one 
of the most beautiful go-cart 
tracks anywhere.” said Baker. 

The park's proposed 500-acre 
site is the Goshen land fill. Baker 
estimates the park will bring in 
$531.600 in its first year, based on 

figures from the National Hot Rod 

f 

Association and receipts from a 

past Eugene drag strip. 
'We have received nothing but 

support from all the county com- 

missioners, and we expect to 
have the plan approved on June 9, 
1979. The park should be ready 
for use in 18 months," said Baker. 

The proposal is being pushed 
by many off-road vehicle associa- 
tions, rifle organizations and law 
enforcement agencies because of 
its multi-faceted nature. The 
facilities would be available for 
driver training by high schools and 
police. 
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But the 4,000 foot drag strip is 
the park's main attraction, Baker 
said. 

Asked what kind of person in- 
vests as much as $20,000 in a car 

that races only one-fourth mile 
and more than doubles standard 
highway speed in less time than it 

poppi’5 
early morning treat 

8:00-10:00 a.m. (weekdays) 

2 pieces whole wheat french toast with pure 
maple syrup and a slice of honeydew 

$1.50 

675 E. 13th 
343-0846 

8:00 am-10:30 pm 
closed Tuesday 

ISN’T IT ABOUT 
TIME? 

• For a legislator who voted against legislators increasing their own salaries. 

• For a statesman who sponsored hills such as: restricting lobbyist monetary 
influence on legislators, and; 

• Led the fight for the Beach Bill, water and air quality legislation, the now 

famous Bottle Bill; 

• ( ailing for ramps and other aids for t he handicapped to enter public buildings: 
• A nationally recognized expert on taxation and education; 

• The man who announced before initiative petition that Oregonian s #1 con- 
cern was property tax relief. 

• Internship program for college students in his executive branch of government 
in Salem; 

• His request that a college students sits on the proposed Governor’s Council. 

"I NOT ONLY SEEK YOUR SUPPORT NOW,BUT 1 EXPECT YOUR INPUT 
AFTER I AM IN OFFICEsaid Atieyh, when addressing college students from 

across the state. 

IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE! 
IT’S TIME FOR ATIYEH! 

Oregon College Students lor Atiyvh 900 SW Stark l*t Id. OK 97205 
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takes to lose your lunch, Baker 
said: "lots of people." 

"Drag strip racing is a fun, excit- 
ing sport with a spectator partici- 
pation that almost exceeds foot- 
ball and soccer," he said at a meet- 
ing of drag strip racers Friday. 

“We enjoy it" — "it's a hobby” 
— "it s crazy" offered some of the 
racers. 

They uniformly denied that the 
inherent danger of drag strip rac- 

ing was part of its attraction. 
"Anybody who is scared his car 

will explode doesn't belong on a 

drag strip," said Kathy Kalina, wife 
of a racer. "The worst thing you 
can say about a racer is that he's 
afraid of his car."’ 

"For sure," agreed another 
racer, who declines to give her 
name because, "If my Dad found 
out I'd rolled my car he'd have a 

fit." 
“The first wreck I was in I was a 

little scared because my car 

caught on fire,” she said, "but in 
the two wrecks since then I 
haven't been. 

i_asi ume, wmuii i roiieu my oar, 
I just switched the gas off, turned 
the motor off, rolled the window up 
and crawled out." 

The danger is minimal, drivers 
said, because cars have to go 
through a safety inspection and 
must have shoulder harnesses 
and roll bars. 

Drag strip racing is a family pas- 
time now, said Jim Nordness, a 

drag strip racer from Woodburn. 
"The old stereotype of a bunch of 
good old boys drinking beer and 
tearing up the road just doesn't fit 
any more." 

Today, he said, about one-third 
of the racers are women, there is 
little alcohol at meets and none at 
all in the pits, and in the North- 
west,, at least, there is very little 
gambling. 

Surprisingly few drag strip rac- 

ers are professional mechanics. 
Racers come from all ranks, in- 
cluding sports writers, nuclear en- 

gineers, housewives, and log- 
gers. 

"This park would get high 
school kids to stop racing on the 
streets, and to learn to race 

safely," said Baker. 
The park proposal is now in the 

designing stage A meeting of in- 
terested persons will be held 
Wednesday, November 14, 730 
p.m. in Harris Hall. 
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