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Death comes
knocking tonight

Duding up

Costume seekers
rifle store’s racks
for novel identities

By KRISTINE SNIPES
For the Emerald

Its hard for a 6-foot man to
blend into a rack of rabbit suits
when his wife is asking “Do you
have a Wonder Woman costume
that would fit my husband?”

But then, it isn't that unusual at
the ABC Costume Shop's Hal-
loween rush.

“Do you have any wigs with
both green and red hair?”

“How do | get these teeth to
stick out of my cheek?

“Do eyepatches come with the
pirate suits?”

The craziness goes on until Hal-
loween night at the area’s oldest
costume shop.

“Gorilla suits, fangs and flapper
costumes are this years most
poupular items,” says Dorothy Set-
era, owner of the-shop in Spring-
field at 424 Main St.

Add to that voodoo masks,
shrunken heads and rubber chic-
kens and you have a fair sampling
of the shop’s wares.

The one-room store is filled with
more than a thousand costumes
ranging from harem girl dresses to
witch doctor outfits (complete with
grass skirt and the essential bone
necklace) and the locally popular
Bigfoot costume.

The hat collection, which in-
cludes Keystone Cop helmets and
Sherlock Holmes caps, lines the
wall with gruesome monster
masks and plastic devil's pitch-
forks. They compete for space
with the Snoopy telephone, rub-
ber snakes and velvet-and-giit
Crowns.

Some customers are as bizarre
as the surroundings. A man in the
back nonchalantly tries an English
racing cap over his wolf mask
while two old men debate the re-
spective merits of clown suits and
cowboy outfits

| don't know, Charlie.” one
man argues, “with the cowboy suit
she throws in a pair of guns and a
lasso.”

Overseeing the show is Setera,
a fortyish woman who sports

butterfly-shaped blue-tinted glas-
ses with rhinestones and 2-inch
fingemails decorated with flower
decals.

She makes many of the store’s
costumes and props, including the
lifesized “human” skeleton she
fashioned out of deer bones her
friends gave her. In past years she
displayed the skeleton in the
custom-built coffin her husband
built for her birthday.

It's a perfect coffin, just what |
wented,” she says. “It's built tomy
exact specifications and |'ve lined
it with red velvet

Halloween and New Year's are
the busiest times of the year for
the store, but business is good all
year, Setera says. adding many of
her customers are from the Uni-
versity.

Costumes rent from $5.50 to
$12.50 with a $10 deposit. Gorrilla
suits are the most popular item all
year long, Setera says

‘You get all sorts of weirdos in
here and for some reason, the
people who want to be gorillas are
always the weirdest.

There are a few specially made
costumes, such as the bunny suit
for the local radio station, which
hires someone to parachute in it
every Easter

Accessories, which range from
Viking caps with tusks and long
blond braids to ball and chains for
the prison costumes, can be re-
nted separateiy.

Setera got rid of her Star Wars
costumes and masks because
they were just a fad. Darth Vader
wasn t so popular and the Wookie
was worthless

Her weirdest request. she
was from a woman who want
be a frog

We didn't have a frog costume
and | couldn't think of how to make
one, so we just couldn t help her
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Few things daunt Setera's in-
genuity, however

‘We got a camel mask in and
we re making a costume 10 go with
it. We haven't figured out th
humps, yet, but we're working on
it

D

physical on Halloween.She usually
performs rituals on Oct. 31, but to-
night she'll be trick-or-treating. Tum
to Page 9.
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