
The nation’s most 
respected Paralegal school 
welcomes the Class of ’79 

With graduation just around the corner, you can finally get down io the 
business of finding a career And if you're looking for a special career, one with 

plenty of responsibility and challenge, it's time you leam more about The Institute 
for Paralegal Training. 

After just three months of study our Placement Service will find you a job in 

law or business. You'll be working closely with attorneys and business people per- 
forming many of the duties traditionally handled by lawyers. You'll be well paid, 
and working in the city of your choice in a bank, major corporation or private law 
firm. You can even choose a sjpecialty—Corporate Law, Employee Benefit Plans, 
Estates and Trusts, General Practice, Criminal Law, Litigation or Real Estate. 

The Institute was the first school of its kind in the country and is approved 
by the American Bar Association. Since 1970, The Institute has placed over 2,500 
graduates in over 85 cities nationwide. 

If you're a graduating senior with above average grades and interested in a 

challenging career, send in the coupon or give us a call. We'll send you our new 

course catalog and everything you need to know about an exciting career as a 

lawyer's assistant. 
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The 
Institute 

for 
Paralegal 

Training' 
235 South 17th Street 

Philadelphia. Pa 19103 

215-732-6600 

Send me your new catalog and information about an 

exciting career as a lawyer's assistant 
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Consumer beefs 
handled cheaply 
in claims court 

By SUE SWEGAN 
For the Emerald 

Most students are aware of 
some self-defense tactics, but few 
realize the self-defense strategies 
obtained by understanding small 
claims court. 

Small claims is an economical 
vehicle for people at least 18 to 

have housing, consumer, busi- 
ness or accident complaints heard 
by a judge. Costs run roughly $15 
to $25 for a complaint asking less 
than $500 in damages. Filing 
costs vary with the amount of 
damages being asked, but the los- 
ing party must absorb court 
costs. The$15to$25filingfeeis 
the only major court cost involved. 

“A lot of tenants and landlords 
feel they have to go to an attorney 
to get their money back," said 
Sharon Hill, director of Off- 
Campus Housing. 

"But small claims court is a very 
informal program where individu- 
als represent themselves and 
don't use a lawyer. This keeps 
court fairly low cost and afforda- 
ble." 

Small claims court does have its 
drawbacks though. Anyone filing 
must wait 6 to 8 weeks uefore the 
case is heard, and the pressure on 

the individual to represent himself 
without the guidance of an attor- 
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ney can deter some people. Also, 
“there is no appeal. If you don’t 
like what happens there you can't 
go anywhere else,” explained at- 
torney Chuck Spinner of the Office 
of Student Advocacy. 

Hill mentioned that sometimes 
people can avoid this court proce- 
dure by trying to get a better un- 

derstanding of both sides of the 
argument. 

“A lot of housing problems arise 
because tenants or landlords 
don’t know their rights,” she said. 
Hill added that most housing prob- 
lems can be solved or kept out of 
court by better communication be- 
tween the landlord and tenant, 
or by getting a copy of the Oregon 
landlord-tenant statutes or the 
OSPIRG Renter’s Handbook. 

If this doesn’t work, Hill said, 
Off-Campus Housing, Suite 3, 
EMU, can explain small claims 
court to the landlord or tenant and 
provide the pamphlet "How to Use 
Small Claims Court.” 

Although claims under $500 
can be filed in small claims, dis- 
putes involving between $200 and 
$500 can be filed either in District 
or small claims court. 

In district court an attorney must 

represent the client before both a 

judge and a jury. If the outcome is 
believed to be unfair or biased the 
decision can be appealed. 

Both small claims and District 
Courts are intended to be a rela- 
tively easy process to ensure fair 
treatment to both parties, but 
sometimes difficulties can arise 
which make it frustrating. 

University student Steve Ed- 
wards sued a landlord in small 
claims court, claiming his landlord 
owed him half a month’s rent and 
the return of a cleaning deposit 

The landlord filed a countersuit 
in District Court. A misunderstand- 
ing caused the suit to be dropped 
and Edwards had to refile in court. 
The landlord then decided to set- 
tle out of court. 

Settling out of court is not un- 
common. Two large Eugene 
property owners agreed that only 
one of the three or four suits they 
might file in a month against ten- 
ants would go to court. The rest 
are settled out of court by both 
parties reaching a mutual agree- 
ment 

usually, according 10 maim iwr- 

tal companies in Eugene, a land- 
lord sues a tenant either because 
of non-payment of rent or damage 
to a unit by the tenant. 

When a tenant sues a landlord it 
is most often over the return of a 

deposit or a violation of the essen- 

tial service laws (requiring heat, 

lighting, sanitary grounds, etc.) 
said Hill. 

Spinner can help students 
either suing or being sued by brief- 
ing them on the court process it- 
self. 

"I try and prepare them by giv- 
ing them what my opinion is on 

what is important in the case, and 
what the perspective is. The judge 
is interested in the person being 
brief and non-repetitious,” he ex- 

plained. 
Hearings for small claims court 

are held at the Lane County Dis- 
trict Courthouse on Mondays be- 

ginning at 9:30 a m. Persons 
scheduled to appear in court that 

day must be present then and stay 
until their case is heard Those 
who do not show up automatically 
lose the case, judgements are 

made immediately and sessions 
are usually finished by noon. 
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