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Consumerism rise

deflated| Rignts activist to speak

by limited focus of agencies

Analysis by STEVE DODGE
Of the Emerald

Consumerism is on the rise in
the United States, so much so that
even the largest of the muilti-
national corporations pay it re-
spect.

The one-time public relations
person is now more often than not
a “consumer affairs” officer.

Inrecent years the reading pub-
lic has been deluged with con-
sumer handbooks on various sub-
jects and at least two national pub-
lications cater to the more con-
cemed consumer.

But the “movement,” — if it can
be termed that — has a number of
problems, the least of which is the
broad spectrum of products and
services that may cause prob-
lems.

As a result, consumer protec-
tion and service agencies,
whether govemmental or private,
are fragmented and often hard to
find. The state’'s Consumer Ser-
vices Division, for instance, where
consumers are referred after dial-
ing the statewide toll-free number,
has 15 pages of various state and
industry agencies that handle
consumer problems.

The state Consumer Protection
Division perhaps is the
consumer's best friend in gov-

ernment, but its jurisdiction is li-
mited to the Unlawful Trade Prac-
tices Act which deals basically
with false advertising or sales
claims. It does not handle such
things as warranty or faulty pro-
duct problems.

Locally, the Better Business
Service has been a long-time
mediator between consumer and
business. But one wonders how
effective a consumer protection
job the bureau can do with two
part-time staffers and only two of-
fice hours a day open for com-
plaints.

On campus, students are ex-
tremeley fortunate to have the
likes of Off Campus Housing, the
Office of Student Advocacy and
OSPIRG, but with the possible
exception of the latter, they are
limited by funding and staffing in
their abilities to really defend, in
court if necessary, the rights of the
student or local consumer.

Realistically though, one can-

not expect super-human efforts
from any of these agencies.

But one word that kept cropping
up in this consumer series was
“referral”. Everybody has referral
services and inevitably, if no ami-
able solution can be found the
consumer is “referred” to court —
usually small claims — with the
burden of proof on his or her

shoulders.

Fortunately, in Lane County we
are blessed with a full-time Con-
sumer Fraud Division of the dis-
trict attorney’s office, which exer-
cises the long am of the law much
like the Consumer Protection Di-
vision in cases of violation of the
Unlawful Practices Act.

However, when it comes to
faulty merchandise and work-
manship, even the Fraud Division
recommends a trip to small claims
or hiring of a private lawyer. In that
context, the rise in consumerism
seems a litle more than a ripple.

It seems then, that what is
needed is to consolidate and ade-
quately fund the state consumer
agencies into one powerful —
admittedly big — agency, with
more and broader consumer pro-
tection laws. Hopefully, the Legis-
lature will work in this direction,
but it's not too likely in the wake of
the “tax revolt.”

Locally, student government
could increase OSPIRG's funding
in hopes it will take a more active
role in student consumerism.

The key, inevitably, is funding,
and even a million grass roots and
govemment agencies are going to
be only mildly successful in
monitoring the broad consumer
spectrum at their present levels.

Dr. Harry Edwards, the con-
troversial political activist who
created a sensation 10 years
ago by organizing a Black
boycott of the 1968 Olympic
Games, will speak on “Race,
Power and Sport in American
Society” at 8 tonight in Room
167 of the EMU.

Edwards, a sociology pro-
fessor at the University of
California at Berkely since
1970, has been active in the
Black rights movement since
the mid-1960s, when he taught
at San Jose State.

While teaching, he plunged
the campus into turmoil by
presenting a list of Black grie-
vances to the university ad-
ministration and threatening
violence at the school's first
football game of the season.

Edwards’ idea succeed-
ed — it was the first time
a college football game had
ever been canceled because
of racial unrest. Two months
later, he announced a boycott
of the Olympic Games,
scheduled to be held the follow-
ing October in Mexico City.

“For years we have partici-
pated in the Olympic Games,”
Edwards said in 1967. “"We
have been carrying the United
States on our backs with our
victories, and race relations
are now worse than ever. Now
they are even shooting people

in the streets. We're not trying
to lose the Olympics for the
Americans. What happens to
them is immaterial. But it's time
for Black people to stand up as
men and women and refuse to
be utilized as performing ani-
mals for a little extra food."

Edwards' effort succeeded
in keeping more than 50 Black
athletes out of the 1968 Olym-
pics, including UCLA basket-
ball star Lew Alcinder, now
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, but the
culmination of his effort came
at the Games themselves.

At the awards ceremony for
the men's 200 meter run, gold
medalist Tommie Smith and
bronze winner John Carlos
gave a clenched-fist, black-
gloved salute during the play-
ing of the National Anthem.
Both were subsequently
kicked off the team by the
Oiympic Committee, but the
incident drew nationwide atten-
tion to the boycott.

Since then, Edwards has
earned a doctorate and taken a
professorship at Berkeley.
Edwards is also on the advis-
ory board of Alert: The Institute
for Sport and Social Analysis
and has contributed to several
television documentaries
about sport and society.

The EMU Cultural Forum
has sponsored the event.

FRI, OCT 27 8 PM
EMU BALLROOM

Danniebelle
IN CONCERT

Admission Free

10:24

STEINBECK'’S

GRAPES OF
WRATH

DIRECTED BY JOHN FORD
STARRING HENRY FONDA
WED., OCT 25 Teand 9 PM.
177 LAWRENCE $1.25

. 03914:10-25

EMU CULTURAL FORUM
PRESENTS

Bill M_gnroe

THE BLUE GRASS
BOYS
Featuring
KENNY BAKER
ON FIDDLE
Special Guests
THE BALFA
BROTHERS
CAJUN MUSIC
Thursday , Nov. 2
EMU Baliroom
Two shows
7:00 and 10:00

EMU CULTURAL FORUM PRESENTS
DANCE YOUR BLUES AWAY
AT

ELECTION NIGHT
BLUES
FEATURING

THE SUNNYLAND
SLIM BLHUE.S BAND

KOKO TAYLOR

AND HER
BLUES MDACHINE

THE ROBERT CRAY
Bﬁ.l!D

Election Results
Will Be Read
Between Sets

CONCERT-DANCE
Tues, Nov 7, 7 PM
EMU BALLROOM

$4.50 Students $5.50 General Public
Tickets Available at EMU Main desk, U of O
Bookstore, Backstage Dancewear and
Theatrical Supplies, and Everybody's
Records. 04068:12-23

Witches
And

Warlocks

MEET OCT 31
Make
ARRANGEMENTS
through

HALLOGRAMS

$1 for 15 words
IF

Placed before 1 p.m. Friday, OCT 27th.

THIS SATURDAY NIGHT

SCANDAL

SAT, OCT 28 8:00 PM
EMU BALLROOM $1
04091:10-27

CINEMA 7 BEAR: you're blind in one eye, and can't see out of
1@\“%-;? Building the other. ICEMAN | 1024
ONE SINGS, Our night is coming.
THE OTHER """“"w“‘:"m_‘:;""“"“
DOESN'T oa»
Frorch drector Agnes Varda's newy acciaimed RAVENTOOTH
SHOWING AT 7:30 ONLY
Directed, written by :lltuasmﬂg Jeanne Moreau WE
LUMIERE UNDERGRADUATE
e | STRENIE i
VETERANS Oregon support the GRADUATE
TEACHING FELLOWS FEDERATION in
TUESDAY their contract negotiations with the
OCTOBER 24th University and
30 PM demand that the
m""'"m"‘“m Administration
VETERANS CIVIC settle a fair
O ADMMSTRATION and equitable
i R T - web contract with the
YEAR DELIMITING DATE) GTF's
* CANCELLATION OF VA CAMPUS REP
PROGRAM
NATIONAL “EMERGENCY-  04013.10-24 COMBTTER AND 350 UNDERGRAD.
E UATE STUDENTS 04093:10-24
e Every TUESDAY and WEDNESOAY at:
MAX'S Saturday, nglm:mz: iy 04022:10-25
HAMILTON CONE WITH
COSTUME PARTY ~JTHE WIND! |
At KAPP SIG'S (11th & Alder) 3rd and Blair on the West Side
FRI OCT 27th 8:00 PM 04024:10-24
Tickets available NOW in Hamilton caleteria.
04002:10-27

PREGNANT? YOU HAVE A FRIEND AT BIRTH-
RIGHT. Confidential information and pregnancy
test. Call 687-8851. 03429 TFN

360 E. 11th
11:30 am. 1o 6 p.m.
03351:UWH

GET FAST, DEPENDABLE SERAVICE
on AReratons
Siegmund's Cleaners 821 E 13th Ave.

0270 UWH

TATTERED ROSES
347 W Sih 11-5:30 MON-SAT
ALL CLOTHES CLEANED AND MENDED
Consignments welcome

03838:UH11-16

CINDY WEST — YOU ARE TERRIFICH! Tharks

- for EVERYTHING! LOVE, MADONNA 10:24

GOSSIPING P| PHils — Dacquiri's at midnight,
Dunkin's at one, Thanks alot for all that fun-KE
EXEC. 1024

VALERIE, Good luck this week . .. You'll soonbe a
true SIGMA K. LOVE, MARY ELLEN 10:24

MEY NANCY COUGHLINIII There thweetie ya got
onelll hee! hee! HAVE A HAPPY DAY Love,
YOUR ROOMIES 10:24

SIG EPS:

CLUB SIGMA was greatl

Can't wait for the stomp —

Ses you then!! DIXON 10:24

BRENT & RODY

GOOD FRIENDS

GOOD FOOD

GOOD 777

Let's do it again SOON!

We luv ya, J & J 10:24

THANKS TO THE KAPPA SIGS — The roller skat-
ing was great! Who would have thought we would
last so late! The beer and the bruises were pan of
the fun, but better yet was the midnight rum " LOVE,

THE P1 PHis 10:24
TO MA’S EUGENE
CONNECTION,

Max and Emri:

Nice guys DO

finish last! 1024

€AY DICKSON a 4s4513s

whomever wants 10 know who in heaven | am. 1024

BOOKS WANTED — TOP PRICES PAID
J. MICHAEL'S BOOKS
Used, Rare, New

342-2002
10 AM to 530 PM
03428 TFN

101 West 7t
MONDAY-SATURDAY

JANET EGGLESTON
A COMMON SENSE YOTE
for
INCIDENTAL FEE COMMITTEE

(paid: her own pocket!)
1026

$50. to anyone who takes over DORM CON-
TRACT. Call evenings, 686-8542.

SALE |

Most Records
$4.39 OR LESS

CLASSICS, JAZZ, ETC., ETC...

The Id

1340 Aider, Upstairs
04007:10-24

THE GREAT
ORANGE PUMPKIN

SALE

With frighteningly
Low Prices
NEW BOOKS
30% OFF

USED BOOKS 75% OFF

The Id

1340 Aider upstairs
R 040851024 |

DO YOU HAVE A NORMAL CHILD 3 10 S years
old, who kes to fight. tease. whine and disobey”
The Oregon Social Learning Center needs a family
weth such a child to pariapate in a research pro-
gram. We pay for pamticpation and offer treatment
later, it desired. Call 485-2711 and ask for Manon or
Debive. 03844 10-24
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