
Student group shares its heritage 
Guest speakers, cultural events highlight Asian American effort 
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By MELODY WARD 

For the Emerald 

Asian American students are 

trying to create awareness among 
themselves and other ethnic 

groups through the Asian Ameri- 
can Student Union, Director 

Sonny Kim says. 
"Our concerns are not just with 

other Asian Americans, but also 
with other minority groups. Last 

year we helped sponsor the 
Bakke symposium." Kim says. 

The student union plans cultural 
events, offers classes, and brings 
guest speakers to campus in an 

effort to share the Asian American 

heritage with the University 
rnmmunitv.Winter term, they plan 
to air a radio show on KLCC 
featuring music and Asian Ameri- 
can literature. 
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This year in May we plan to 
hold the Pacific Northwest Asian 
American conference," Kim says, 
in hebruary, he adds, the union 
will co-sponsor a multi-cultural, 
historical symposium with other 
ethnic student unions. 

The Asian American Student 
Union was formed in 1972. "The 
idea of an Asian American identity 
is pretty new,” Kim says. "We re 

trying to define it on our own 

terms." 
Asian Americans often feel pul- 

led between their ties to Asian cul- 
ture and their Western heritage, 
he adds.“Partly, it is to not deny 

that part of you is Asian,” Kim ex- 

plains. "It (the Asian American 
experience) is really hard to de- 
fine." 

The AASU is building a library of 
Asian American literature and his- 

tory, which Kim says can be used 

by students in Ethnic studies and 
other minority education 
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NOTICE! 

STUDENT INSURANCE 

The date to purchase ASUO Student Health 
Insurance has been extended to October 20,1978, 
and may be purchased only at the office of Metzker 
& Associates, 870 East 13th Ave., Eugene, Or 97401 

Coverage will be effective from date of purchase. 

Cultural Forum 

EMU Cultural Forum 
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courses,or as a resource for per- 
sons interested in minority issues. 

In general, we represent and 
advocate Asian American needs 
and interests," Kim says, “espe- 
cially educational rights." 

The creation of the Minority 
Education Council has given 
Asian Americans a voice in policy 
making for minority education 
classes, he adds. “The council 
tries to propose classes that will 
include minorities in courses, to 

gain more knowledge." 
“When we are included in 

(American) history, it’s always a 

distorted image,” he explains. ‘It’s 
hard to get a clear image of who 
we really are, until Asian Ameri- 

cans can present their own per- 
spective. 

“The ultimate goal is to be fully 
accepted, to be able to participate 
on our own terms as Asian Ameri- 
cans, not as white Asians or as 

white American’s concept of what 
an Asian American is,” he adds. 
“I don’t think they have a 

concept--we’re either strictly 
foreign or we re forced to accept 
the values and beliefs of the white 

majority.” 
While the union is geared to- 

ward Asian Americans--“Asians 
who were born in the U S. and-or 

adopted by an American 

family”--Kim says it is also open to 

exchange students. 

Currently, the AASU has nearly 
35 active members and holds fre- 

quent meetings to plan for cultural 

events and social activities. 
‘There are no guidelines on 

membership or dues,” Kim says. 
‘‘Interested students are welcome 
to drop by any time.” 

Kim says the union also oper- 
ates a “Big Brother-Big Sister” 
program fa new students, so per- 
sons unfamiliar with the University 
or from outside the United States 
won't have to “go it alone.” 

Students interested in learning 
more about the AASU can call 
686-4342. The union is located in 
room 12 EMU, across from the 

bowling alley. 

Eugene citizens struggle 
to free political prisoners 

By DAVID OLMOS 
For the Emerald 

Eugene isn’t Camp David or the 
United Nations, but local people 
are nonetheless working toward 
international peace through a 

branch of a Nobel Peace Prize- 

winning organization. 
Amnesty International, A 

London-based international or- 

ganization, is dedicated to freeing 
non-violent prisoners and ending 
the use of torture around the 

world, according to a Eugene 
member. 

The Eugene group first met 
about four years ago after Joan 
Baez gave a benefit concert at 
MacArthur Court to help launch 
the group. 

Susan Maxwell, Diane Fleish- 
man and Dan Callahan attended 
the first Eugene meeting. 

“My husband and I were not in- 
volved in anything political then. It 
seemed like the right thing to do,” 
Fleishman recalls. 

Kristi Fassler said she got in- 
volved after living in Guadalajara, 
Mexico. “I saw a prison in Mexico 
and it’s conditions and wanted to 

get in a group that would do some- 

thing about such things,” she said. 
The Eugene chapter is known 

as an “adoption group” with the Al 

organization. Adoption groups 
work to free their prisoners, who 
have already met certain Al re- 

quirements. 
These prisoners must not have 

been involved in any violent ac- 

tions and cannot be from the same 

country as the adoption group. 
For instance, Al did nol aid polit- 

ical activist Angela Davis when it 
found out she had had connec- 

tions with violent groups. Also a 

United States group could not 
take the case of any U.S. prison- 
ers, such as an American Indiam 
Movement figure. 

Adoption groups work to free 
their prisoners by writing letters to 

appropriate government, prison 
and embassy officials. Some- 
times prisoners themselves are 

contacted, when they can be 

reached, as are their friends and 
relatives. 
seldom, if ever, overwhelming. In 

many situations members cannot 
be sure their letters are received 
and news of the prisoners condi- 
tion remains a mystery. 

“But sometimes after twelve 
months of silence you hear some- 

thing. It’s really remarkable and 
we really feel that what we do has 
an effect, said Fleishman. 

And they do succeed. As an in- 

ternational group, tne apolitical 
Amnesty International has had re- 

sults; of the 16,000 prisoners 
aided since its start in 1961 
10,600 have been released 
through the efforts of about 
168,000 members in 107 coun- 

tries. 

Recently the Eugene chapter 
received news of the relase of two 

of its prisoner cases, Mohamed 
Osman Gisoor of Sudan and Ser- 
gio Gomes de Silva of Brazil. 

As a group dedicated to human 

rights, Al's opposes capital 
punishment in all cases. 

Callahan hopes the Eugene 
group takes some action on the 

Oregon Ballot Measure which 
would reinstate the death penalty. 

Callahan says the ballot meas- 

ure has been overshadowed by 
other measures, and the public is 

largely unaware that it will be vot- 

ing on the issue. 

“I think it would be a backward 
step for this country, because cap- 
ital punishment is not practiced in 
most other industrialized coun- 

tries,” Callahan adds. 
Further information about the 

organization and its next meeting 
can be obtained by calling 
345-6075 or 484-9309. 

Speed Reading 
Course 

Coming To 
U of 0 

In just 4 short weeks you can actually learn to speed read. 
Students who complete this course may expect to attain 
speeds that approach 5,000 words per minute. 
For more information on how you can read 5 to 10 times 
faster, concentrate better and comprehend more attend 
one of the free seminars at the Black Angus on Franklin 
Blvd. Across from the campus. 

DATES & TIMES: 
MON. OCT. 23 6:30 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. 
TUES. OCT. 24 6:30 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. 
WED. OCT. 25 6:30 p.m. & 3:00 p.m. 

If you think reading faster and comprehending more will 
make you a better student Be sure to attend one of the 
free seminars. 

10%°ff 
STUDENT 
DISCOUNT 

at Fredrick’s Fashion 

Centre, Eugene’s 
Finest Jr. Fashion 
store. 

Young Edwardian, 
Organically Grown, Foxy 
Lady, Pulse, Rose Hips, 
Sweet Baby Jane, 14 K. 

Gold Chains, plus many 
other exciting lines. 

Just show your U of O 
student body card and 
receive 10% off any 

regular price purchase. 

'pwcOucAt 
1045 Willamette St. on the 
mall. 8 blocks West ofcampus. 
342-3605 


