
Coaches emphasize schoolbooks over playbooks 
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Basketball player Mike Clark believes maintaining stability is important and that is one 
reason he is working for a diploma. He is also trying to shed the "dumb jock” image. 
Being a basketball player is a strange situation. People look at me in ways that I don't 

want them to. I don't consider myself as an athlete off the court, I want people to look at me 
as Mike Clark the student." 

(Continued from Page 1B) 

According to Caine, the Univer- 
sity has a high rate of graduation 
among athletes, and the degree is 
a form of repayment for represent- 
ing the University. He also feels 
that a degree is the future of the 
athlete. 

"The athletic experience may 
be the most important thing to the 
athlete when he first comes here, 
but he later places that in perspec- 
tive,” says Caine. 

Head football coach Rich 
Brooks believes in emphasizing 
academics both in recruiting and 
in actual implementation. 

"We have a required study hall 
for the first-term freshmen and for 
those that are on academic warn- 

ing or probation," says Brooks. 
During the monitored study hall, 
athletes learn good study habits. 

According to Brooks, the only 
time that the athlete is taken out of 
the classroom is during the foot- 
ball season, and at all other times 
academic appointments overrule 
athletic responsibilities. “Some- 
times they miss practices in the 
spring to take courses that they 
couldn’t get otherwise,” he says. 

Each assistant coach meets 
once a week with each of the as- 

signed group of players to discuss 
their academic progress. Brooks 
thinks the athletes are given ade- 
quate help and feels responsible 
in seeing they all leave school with 
a degree. 

"I will do everything in my power 
to let them leave here with a de- 
gree,” says the head co^ch. “It 
does no good to be a good football 
player if you don’t get an educa- 
tion.” 

Brooks realizes that playing 
football and trying to carry a full 
schedule of classes is time con- 

suming, but it doesn’t excuse poor 
grades. “During fall quarter they 
are either practicing, studying or 
are in class, but that is one of the 
sacrifices of being a football 
player," he says. 

Brooks' notes that players get 
better grades during the season of 
competition. He believes this is 
due to the severe budgeting of 
time that the athletes must make. 
He does admit however, that 
during winter quarter (after the 

season) the players tend to relax 

their studying habits. 
“We still meet academically 

once a week though,” he says. 
Radcliff, who says he enjoys 

going to class, hopes to graduate 
in June with a degree in Recrea- 
tion and Park Management. If his 
football career concludes this 

year, he hopes to pursue a career 

in his major. “I hope to get a job in 

Eugene in the Recreation De- 
partment, or go back to Colum- 
bus, Ohio, and see if I can get a job 
there,” he says. 

According to Radcliff most of 
the team realizes that academics 
must come before athletics.“Most 
of the football players have a 

major, because if you don’t go pro, 
what can you do?" he states. 

Junior Pat McDougall is con- 

centrating his efforts toward a de- 

gree in sociology. "I plan to be a 

high school-type counselor when I 

graduate,” he says. 
For McDougall, academics 

wasn't always his major concern, 
but two years in college changed 
that. “Academics means a lot 
more to me now than when I 
came, because I realized that I 
can’t play football forever,” he 
says. 

Sophomore Scott Setterlund, 
who was defensive player-of- 
the-week against Califor- 
nia, takes his homework on the 
road trips, but still finds that 
studies are overwhelming during 
football season. “If you play a 

sport like football or basketball 
you have to be dedicated to that 
first. That’s hard for the athlete 
that wants to do the homework for 
his future,” he says. 

Sophomore Mike Nolan 
realizes that schooling is very im- 
portant. Although he is consider- 
ing coaching if he can’t play, 
Nolan still realizes the need for a 

degree. “I’d like to play or coach 
in football, but if not, I will go into 
business in some way,” he says. 

Freshman Dwight Robertson 
was very impressed with the em- 
phasis Brooks, as a recruiter, 
placed on academics. A lot of the 
other schools only talked about 
football, but Brooks talked about 
my education also, and that had a 
lot to do with my coming here,” he 
says. 

Though not as maligned as foot- 
ball players, basketball players 
are also often accused of being 
non-academic. According to head 
coach Jim Haney, this is usually a 

false accusation. Haney meets 
with each player regarding his 
academic progress and guest 
speakers discuss different pro- 
fessions. 

“I don't buy it when someone 
says that you can’t be a good stu- 
dent and a good athlete,' says the 
former University of Pennsylvania 
player. Haney, who holds a de- 
gree in chemical engineering from 
that school, emphasizes good 
schoolwork — but agrees that the 
players must be self-motivated. 
“Placing myself in charge of 
academics makes them aware of 
how important it is. 

Sophomore Mike Clark is aware 
of the importance of academics. 
“At other schools they just put the 
emphasis on playing, but here 
academics does come over bas- 
ketball,” says Clark. 

"The coaches are really putting 
special interest in what we do and 
what we take. I think it's great that 
they’re taking an interest in my 
graduating in three more years,” 
he says. 

Clark devotes time to studying 
in hopes of getting a good degree. 

keep the proper perspective be- 
cause in four years where am I 
going to be?” 

Sophomore Rich Davis has not 
yet declared a major, but is taking 
a wide variety of courses in search 
of one. "You can’t play basketball 
all of your life — that’s why you've 
got to get a degree or at least learn 
something,” he says. 

Davis says the coaches are 

constantly reminding the players 
that the studies come first. "They 
tell us they are preparing us for the 
next 40 years,” he says. 

Davis feels that it is important to 
be happy and he doesn’t want to 
get stuck in a job he hates." I want 
to find something challenging — it 
doesn’t really matter what it is if it 
helps make me a better person," 
he says. 

Sophomore Stu Lyon has goals 
that he knows will make him a bet- 
ter person. “I want to be an over- 
achiever academically and athlet- 
ically,” he says. He believes that 
there is more to life than playing 
basketball and making money. 

“In school my goals are to make 
myself a broader personality and 
to make myself more literate." 

He feels that once an athlete 
“gets his head out of the clouds,” 
and realizes he is not a star, he 
can begin to evaluate his situation 

Haney: 'Stereotypes of any kind are 

wrong, but in some ways athletes 
have earned the reputation as well. 
Before there is a stereotype there 
has to be some basis in fact The 
athlete has to accept that role and 
play it, or stand up and say he is 
different' 
He believes that life is just begin- 
ning when a person graduates, 
and that there’s more to life than 
basketball. “I have a lot of other 
interests, and if I don’t play pro, I’ll 
have other things to do,” he says. 

Maintaining stability is impor- 
tant to Clark. “I always have to 

as a student. 

Lyon believes that sports can 

give a student the mental discip- 
line it takes to be good in school. 
"It all depends on the individual 
and if he is goal-oriented, because 
anyone can take Mickey Mouse’ 
courses and get out of here in four 

years,” he states. 
Haney agrees, and perhaps 

many of the stereotypes of the 
dumb jocks’ are perpetuated by 
those who do not try. 

“Stereotypes of any kind are 

wrong, but in some ways athletes 
have earned the reputation as 
well," he says. “Before there is a 

stereotype there has to be some 
basis in fact. The athlete has to 
accept that role and play it, or 
stand up and say he is different. In 
some cases he proves he is not 
just the typical athlete and that he 
is to be judged as a person for 
what he is.” 

Haney also believes that the na- 
ture of football and basketball 
tends to make people glorify and 
worship the athletes. He thinks thal 
it is easy for an athlete to get car- 
ried away by this attention and 
forget why he is at school — to get 
an education. 

Clark is willing to stand up and 
proclaim his difference from the 
stereotypical athlete. "Being a 

basketball player is a strange 
situation. People look at me in 
ways that I don’t want them to. I 
don’t consider myself as an ath- 
lete off the court, I want people to 
look at me as Mike Clark the stu- 
dent,” he says. 

An unobtrusive size makes 
Nolan an unknown — and he likes 
it that way. “Nobody really knows 
who I am, because I’m just 
another student in class. I don't 
know how they would react if they 
knew I was on the football team,” 
he says. 

McDougall doesn’t appreciate 
the looks that a football player of 
his size gets. “People sometimes 
think we re inconsiderate, above 
everyone else, or not a good stu- 
dent,"Tie says. 

Regardless of stereotypes, ath- 
letes are just as diverse a group as 
the rest of the University, and they 
must put a lot of effort into their 
education, according to Haney. 

“Anybody, whether he’s an ath- 
lete or not, is wasting an opportun- 
ity in life if he is wasting four years 
at college,” he says. Haney also 
believes this time wasting will set 
the tone of a person’s future. 

“College teaches you howto go 
out and be successful, and to neg- 
lect an academic opportunity will 

Football player Scott Setterlund, who takes homework on roadtrips, finds that studies are often overwhelm- 
ing during the season. But he perseveres, saying he does his homework for the future. Coaches meet with 
players once a week to discuss an athlete's academic progress. "I will do everything in my power to let them 
leave here with a degree, coach Rich Brooks says. "It does no good to be a football player if you don't get 
an education." 

channel a person into a negative 
setting for the rest of his life,’’ says 
Haney. 

As far as athletes are con- 

cerned, Haney believes that 
coaches must do everything they 
can to help everyone graduate, 
and work with dedication on their 

education. “It doesn t always 
happen, but I do the best I can," he 
says. 

Story by Ken Sands. 

10%off 
STUDENT 
DISCOUNT 

at Fredrick’s Fashion 
Centre, Eugene’s 
Finest Jr. Fashion 
store. 

Young Edwardian, 
Organically Grown, Foxy 
Lady, Pulse, Rose Hips, 
Sweet Baby Jane, 14 K. 
Gold Chains, plus many 
other exciting lines. 
Just show your U of O 
student body card and 
receive 10% off any 
regular price purchase. 

1045 Willamette St. on the 
mall. 8 blocks West of campus. 
342-3605 

BROOKS VANTAGE 
SUPREME 

RUMMERS WORLD 
******TOP RATED 

NOW AVAILABLE 

SUGAR PINE RIDGE 
877 E. 13th 345-5584 

LCDC 
OREGON’S LAND CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSION 

the future of an Oregon Pioneer 
a forum discussion of 

BALLOT MEASURE 10 
and LAND USE PLANNING 

IN OREGON 

HENRY RICHMOND, JIM ALLISON 
Executive Director, Author, 
1000 Friends of Oregon Ballot Measure 

TEN 

DOROTHY ANDERSON, 
Land Conservation and 
Development Comm. Member 

Moderator: 
REP. DAVE FROHNMAYER, 
Professor, Univ. of Oregon 
School of Law 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 12:30 
129 LAW SCHOOL 

< U ( € 3C €1 

ta c 

65 COBURG ROAD 
LOCATED JUST OVER THE FERRY 

STREET BRIDGE NEAR ALTON BAKER 
PARK, ON COBURG ROAD! 

Mon-Thurs 11-10 Fri 11-11 
Sat 12-11 Sun 12-9 

Phone orders taken 

AN OVEN GRINDER 
It's no ordinary sandwich. Baked on our own garlic bread it s 
covered with provolone, fresh vegetables and a choice of: 
Salami, Pastrami, Skirt Steak, Roast Beef, Veggies, and more 
than we can mention here. 
• RIBS Enjoy our Hickory Smoked, lean 

and meatly, lightly B-B-Q BACK 
RIBS 

• For the “RED HOT LOVERS” of Eugene 
Pure Beef Vienna hot dogs with the 
works, backed with fries only ONE 
BUCK! 
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