e
iy

B

ohn harrs

Heaven the limit for Crusaders

I

Somewhere along the way God pro-
nounced, “Let there be an athletic team in
my spirit,” and Oral Roberts, owner and
operator of his own university in Tulsa, Ok-
lahoma, complied, assembling a basketball
team which has appeared in both the NCAA
and NIT post-season tournaments. But
Roberts transgressed, not against the Lord,
but against the NCAA, and last year his
team was reprimanded for a variety of re-
cruiting sins.

So God went looking anew and found a
football team at Evangel College. a
23-year-old institution owned and run by
the General Council of the Assemblies of
God, located in Springfield, Missouri.

The “Crusaders” participated in football
for the first time last season as members of
the National Association of Intercollegiaie
Athletics (NAIA), an organization compara-
ble to the NCAA's Division lll, except that
NAIA members are permitted to provide
genuine athletic scholarships. Evangel lost
its first five contests, but rebounded to win
three of its last four.

The team consists exclusively of born-
again Christians, but as with another

CLASSIFIEDS

religion-related football squad — Notre
Dame — the players are not necessarily
members of the church with which the
school is affiliated.

They're singers, though. The squad doub-
les as a choir, and last year following a
game in St. Louis against Washington Uni-
versity they conducted a youth rally at-
tended by 2,000 people.

The Crusaders’ coach is Denny Duron, a
24-year-old evangelist and recording artist,
who passed for 4,600 yards while leading
Louisiana Tech to a 24-1 record and two
NCAA Division Il national championships.
Although he had never coached before
coming to Evangel, he was used to getting
his point across. When he arrived at
Louisiana Tech as a freshman he found a
team that was not quite so devoted to God
as himself, so he began crusading. “The
first days were by no means spiritual days

for the squad,” he tells in Evangel's slick
and big-time football brochure. “They were
really a trying experience for me. | was so
disgusted within myself that I'd say, ‘Lord,
do something for the squad and the coach-

ing staff through your Holy Spirit,’ and in
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four years it got better. Forty-five to 50
(players) received salvation in those four
years."

Duron has surrounded himselt with a
coaching staff that includes former World
Football players Gary Champagne and
Mike Bartik and National Football League
veterans Phil Laporta of the New Orleans
Saints and Paul Costa, an all-pro lineman
with the Buffalo Bills.

In recruiting players the coaches contact
outstanding high school performers and in-
quire about their religious status — born
again or devoted to football alone. “They
have to be born again Christians, then have
athletic ability, " explains David Fillmore, the
school's sports information director.

Recruiting was much easier prior to this
season. Last year the team was featured
weekly on its own hour-long nationally syn-
dicated television program which appeared
on eight over-the-air stations and over 200
cable systems. Notre Dame is the only
other school in the country whose football
team’s highlights are shown nationally.

The team has also benefited from the
advice of a number of professional players

who come to the campus to help Duron.
Included among the group are all-pros
Terry Bradshaw of the Pittsburgh Steelers
and Roger Carr of the Baltimore Colts, and
Johnny Musso of the Chicago Bears and
Pat Tilley of the St. Louis Cardinals.

So far this season the Crusaders have won
three times and lost just once. Last week
they upset heavily favored Missouri West-
em, who last year went to the Boot Hill Bowl
in Dodge City, Kansas; not the Rose Bow!
but the best the NAIA can do.

According to Robert Spence, Evangel's
president, the football program has been
instrumental in the school’'s 14 percent rise
in enrollment, a situation that has forced
school officials to turn away students for the
first time.

Evangel isn't turning away football
players, though. NCAA Division |l teams
are being gradually added to the Crusad-
ers' schedule, and in the next three or four
years the school hopes to be competing on
that level.

Big time college football, a la Notre
Dame, is not out of the question for the
future either. Hell, at Evangel heaven's the
limit.

O'BRIEN “COMP" waterski. Used one summer.
Excellent condition. $85. 344-1580. 9:28

REFRIGERATOR, RANGE good condition. Hang-
lider, excellent condition. 342-4370 will heip
deliver. 9:29

DORM ROOM DREAM! 2 Bumer electric range
$15. Nice quality dorm room size rug $15. Call Mike
687-8361 aher 5 p.m. 9:29

SPORTSWARE SHOP DOWNTOWN EUGENE
Lease, improvements, business and fixtures,
$17500. Plus inventory $10,000 and up. CON-
TACT: LE. Aikens, PO BOX 343, Gerhart, OR
97138, 035179-29

REFRIGERATOR- Small Dorm-size. Like new

$90. Call 484-4723, 9:29
POLARGARD PARKA!

New with lags. Warm, dry. Best offer or trade guitar.

343-5453. 03551:10-2

CALCULATORS

New T.I. MBA — $60

H.P. B0 — $80

Call evenings — Neil 683-1200 10:2

LET BEST REST solve your mattress proo.ums.
Foam cut to size
BEST REST MATTRESS CO.
532 Blair

USED IBM SELECTRIC TYPEWRITER $450
Thomas Organ (Troubadour 181) $1600. Straw-
berry plants and iris for price ol ad CALL
746-8582. 9:28
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HAPPY HOUR SUNDAY
ALL DAY AND EVENING

Oregon Daily Emerald

NEW COMICS, 2-3 weeks ahead, plus under-
grounds, old comics, Playboys and records.
FANTASY SHOP
1272 Pafterson

345-2568
03502:TFN

SEARS BEST queen boxspring and mattress with
frame $45. 3 rollaway bed $18. Also misc. cooking,
deaning stulf- cheap. Call 689-3602. 03473:9-29

Men's TEN SPEED $75. Mummy down bag $25
Hart shis & Rieker boots. 2 leather jackets (38-40),
old motorcycle style (deer fringed and Spanish
Western). Refrigerator $30. See at 666 E. 8th, off
Hilyard. 9:28

21" PEUGOT 10 SPEED $100. Stereo system
$200 or best. Size 54 allan ski boots $45. Chair
$10. Skate board $15, 485-3664, 928

66 VW BUG. Rebuilt engine 2100 miles ago, Body
excellent condition. $695. Call Mimi at 343-9020
after 3:30 p.m. 928
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CARPET 12' X 12' short shag, browns & oranges, 1

WOMEN'S RALEIGH 3 SPEED with child seal 2

year oid years old, excellent condition. $60. 343-0613.9:26
PERFECT ROSSIGNOL ROC 550 195cm wiLook Nevadas
condition, call 686-4794 . $65. 9:28 $175. Kastinger boots, size 10, $85. Tom

SPECIAL $2.95 A REAM
Typing or mimeograph paper
white 20#. 82 x 11
37 E. 10th 3457851
9:28

YOUR BASIC REFRIGERATOR 545, stove $75.
Brown tweed overstuffed chair $25. 344-0182. 102
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Ease through fall...
with the easy elegance of

Young Edwardian’s incredible

float. Perfect for all your A
important fall functions.
In dusty rose or soft teal, ;‘5

880 east 13th-342-2320

345-4685 9:29

SEAGULL HANGGLIDER, Fantastic IV, with
‘Cooper’ heimet, ‘Hamock’ harness, bag, and wide
control bar. Price negotiable. 2179 W. 17th
Count 229

HEWLETT PACKCARD 25C: $100.
Call 726-1323 after 5 p.m
9:29
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