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By CATHERINE SIEGNER
Of the Emerald

The fate of Oregon’s last wild lands is
now being written in the U.S. Forest
Service's Roadless Area Review and
Evaluation (RARE Il) process.

In June, the Forest Service published its
RARE Il Draft Environmental Statement in-
cluding an inventory of 3.06 million acres of
roadless land. The possible combinations
of wilderness, non-wilderness and further
study designations were presented — from
A, representing no action, to J, meaning
wilderness status for all areas surveyed.

Conservationists reacted swiftly to this
report. The Oregon Wildemess Coalition
(OWC) along with the Oregon Student Pub-
lic Interest Research Group (OSPIRG) sol-
icited ideas from other environmental or-
ganizations and submitted their own inven-
tory of roadless areas to public scrutiny.

This report is called the Oregon Alterna-
tive. It proposes that 3.5 million acres be
considered for inclusion in the RARE |I
process — an addition of nearly half a mill-
ion acres.

This difference stems from OWC's inven-
tory methods, and from additional areas
OWC is proposing for inclusion that were
eliminated from RARE Il by land manage-
ment plans.

All national forests in the country must
complete such plans, although the Wil-
lamette National Forest near Eugene is the
only one so far to have finished one.

The Forest Service will notinventory land
included in the Old Cascades proposal (a
55,900 acre area north of Eugene), or
Chucksney Mountain (17,300 acres east of
Eugene) for RARE |l because they were
subjected to the land use process in
Willamette's management plan. (See story
on page 5.)

Hardesty Mountain, a wild area only 30
miles from Eugene, is included in RARE II,
but is recommended for a non-wilderness
designation. The Oregon Alternative would
give Hardesty Mountain full wilderess
status.

Jim Stratton, University Survival Center
Director, sees a “distinguishing anti-
wildemess bias” in RARE Il

“We support the Oregon Alternative be-
cause it's a grassroots proposal. People at
the University are wildnerness users. They
don't realize their favorite areas may be
carved up (under RARE II).”

Public comment on RARE Il will be ac-
cepted by the Forest Service until Oct. 1. A
final environmental impact staterent (EIS)
on the alternative will be out Jan. 1, 1979.
Congress must vote on wilderness desig-
nation proposals, and hearings will likely be
held on any legislation based on Forest
Service recommendations.

RARE I

Conservationists propose
additional forest areas

A RARE Il update report is scheduled for
release Oct. 1 — the cutoff date for citizen
input. The deadline could be extended, but
details are unclear at this point.

Stratton recommends concemed per-
sons write letters to the Forest Service and
to Congressmen and Senators by Oct. 1 in
support of the Oregon Alternative, men-
tioning specific areas they would like to see
protected from development.

“Under RARE I, 36 percent at the max- -

imum would be granted wilderness status.
(Alternate J, giving 100 percent wilderness
Status, is not considered a feasible choice.)
Eighty percent would be protected with the
Oregon Alternative, and it would not de-
crease allowable cut.”

The Survival Center is presenting a slide
show on RARE Ii and the Oregon Alterna-
tive Thursday and Friday at half-hour inter-
vals between 11:30 and 1 p.m. in the EMU,
and can use volunteers to work information
tables this week. (Visit Suite 1 in the EMU or
call 686-4356.)

The Willamette National Forest produces
more board-feet of timber per year than any
other national forest in the United States,
and Lane County’s economy is heavily de-
pendent on logging. Wilderness designa-
tions, therefore, carry an economic impact
and polarize community opinion.

An anti-wilderness rally last week in
Roseburg organized by Douglas County
commissioners and timber operators drew
out 1,000 persons with the theme “No More
Wilderness.” -

The Oregon
Alternative's

proposal for Wil-
lamette National
Forest areas —
dark areas are
suggested wilder-

ness areas. A
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HURRY! MEMBERSHIP
RATES ARE INCREASINS
OCTOBER 1st

Pacific Nautilus

Conditioning Center
2570 Willamette 485-4475

Whatever your physical conditioning goal may be —
Nautilus offers maximum results in the shortest possible

time.

OPEN CO-ED 7 DAYS/WEEK
Come in for a Free trial workout
SPECIAL STUDENT RATES
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f  J-BARS

j professional hair supply

Do you feel that your hair never looks and feels
as nice as when it's professionally shampooed?

= Well THERE'’S A NEW PLACE IN TOWN. f
J J BARS carries professional hair supplies made by: =
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Regime Image
Redken Jhirmack
K.M.S. Fermodyl

and many more
Special lines for men too.
And don’t forget your Duck Dope Coupon.

Open 10 to 6 Monday thru Friday
r and 10 to 5 on Saturday

; 1233 alder * 344-2447]
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