Redden. opinion lists

implications of Measure

By KEVIN HARDEN
Of the Emerald

If Oregon’s property tax limi-
tation measure is approved by
voters in November, it will take a
two-thirds maijority vote of qual-
ified electors to levy a new tax,
according to an opinion issued by
State Attorney General Jim Red-
den.

The opinion, issued last
week, is the first draft of a longer
opinion to be released later this
month. The preliminary draft con-
tains 30 pages of information on
Oregon's Measure 6. The final
draft will probably be more than
100 pages in length, Redden
says.

The opinion was issued
nearly a month after 53 questions
concerning Measure 6 were pre
sented to the attorney
general's office by Sen. Vern
Cook, D-Gresham. Cook asked
that the questions be answered to
give the Legislature and the gen-
eral public information about the
measure’s effects.

Several of the questions deal-
ing with the measure’s constitu-
tional validity were not answered,
Redden says, because the attor-
ney general’s office could be in-
volved in lawsuits over the meas-
ure. Two other questions weren't
answered because they didn't
deal with the legal aspects of the
measure.

On the question of bonds is-
sued by cities or tax districts,
Redden says Measure 6 wouldn't
prevent general obligation bonds
to pay for special projects or civic
services. The bonds, however,
would have to be approved by a
two-thirds majority of the qual-
ified voters voting in the election.

“If approved by two-thirds of
the qualified electors of the dis-
trict, tthe special tax could be
levied to pay for the bond issue,
provided that it is not an ad val-
orem tax (a tax levied to pay state
operating expenses) on real
propeerty or a transaction or sales
tax on the sale of real property,”
the opinion says.

The definition of “qualified
electors”, Redden says, is the
electors voting on the question
during any given election.

If the state government ran
out of money to pay the interest on
existing state general obligation
bonds, those sold for a specific
project, an additional tax could be
levied to raise the money, the
opinion says. Such a tax wouldn't
be considered ad valorem and
wouldn't be prohibited by the
measure.

But other bonds, such as
those sold to finance veterans’
benefits and to pay for services
that may cause the state to go into
debt, would be in jeopardy, the
opinion says. Because the meas-
ure will roll back the “full cash
value” of property to the 1975
assessed value, some state, city
and taxing districts could lose their
bonding capacity.

Another problem pointed out
in the opinion is the loss of state
operating funds. Although the
Legislature now has the power to
levy a statewide property tax in
addition to county and city taxes,
Measure 6 would make it impos-
sible for such a tax to be levied
after it goes into effect July 1,
1979.
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A new state non-property tax
would not be prohibited by the
measure, however, if it received
the approval of a two-thirds major-
ity of both houses of the Legisla-
ture. That tax would have to be
different from taxes on real prop-
erty or the sale of property, the
opinion says.

“The Legislature may, by a
simple majority vote, authorize its
political subdivisions (taxing dis-
tricts, counties, etc.) to raise re-
venues by means other than ad
valorem taxes. However, if the tax
is a special tax, i.e., for a special

as opposed to a general purpose,
Measure 6 would require its ap-
proval by a two-thirds vote of the
the qualified electors of the dis-
trict.”

Other taxes, such as the
Forest Products Harvest Tax, are
considered excise taxes on timber
and wouldn't be affected, the opin-
ion says.

Although the Attorney
General's opinion is not binding, it
will provide answers to the ques-
tions sought by Senate Pres.
Jason Boe, D-Reedsport, and
several other legislators who were
concermned with Measure 6's ef-
fects, Redden says.

The opinion and the effects of
the measure could change if the
California Supreme Court rules on
that state’'s Proposition 13, Red-
den says. If that happens, how-
ever, the voters may not care
about the legal aspects of the
measure.

“It seems likely that even if
the California court decides some
of the critical questions of con-
struction before our November
election, the implications of such a
decision will not necessarily be
readily apparent to the voters,” he
says.

“lt is likely that the majority of
voters will make their individual
decisions without regard to what
the California court may hold.”
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the administration has said it in-
tends to stay with its decision she
adds.

The denial of tenure for Runyan
complicated the funding picture
for UYA last year, but Runyan
says that tenure is a totally sepa-
rate issue this year. “| would like to
see the program continued

Take Kodak Processing
On Your Vacation.

Processing Mailers,
Buy 3 and 1 is free!

offer expires August 15, 1978
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Camera Centers
Campus store
849 E. 13th

whether I'm here or not,” she
says, adding that she would not
stay on as director even if the de-
cision were reversed.

“Anita is great,” says Bill Uh-
lhorn, Emergency Family Housing
director, “but the program is excel-
lent and it should be able to stand
by itself."”
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SUMMER
WATER
FUN

WITH CANOES, KAYAKS, AND
INFLATABLE BOATS. FROM BERG'S!

(Note: All prices include freight)
ALUMINUM CANOES

15-toot standard keel canoe Wewghs 69 lbs
Regular §434 a0 SPECIAL
ﬂﬁmm 15-fo0t shoe keei cance Weighs 74 Ibs Regu

lar $470 00 SPECIAL
GRUMMAN 7 'oo! standard kee! Weighs 75 (bs Regular
$458 SPECIAL

17100t shoe weel Weighs 81 ibs Regular

ABS ROYALEX CANOES
Souner 14'.-fo01 canoe Weighs just 50 Ibs
One only used as a demonstrator Aegular $558 00 SPECIAL “3'
MAD RIVER : .o
100t Raven canoe Weighs 72 Ibs $570

MAD RIVER
xpiorer 16 ;-loot canne

Weighs 72 ibs

BLUE HOLE 5 100t canoe Weghs 70 ios
BLUE HOLE '~ oot canoe We ghs 78 lbs
EASY RIDER -

K58 rugged two-person raft with

\ent river fun boat. a pack-n boal or use it as a dinghy Five
only i slock Regutar $54 99 BPECIAL
SEVYLOR 71ani K87 2-person intlatable kayak ‘Made of
tough neopryl. which 15 impervious 10 sun_ salt water & chio-
nne Multipie air chambers for satety Four only in stock. Regu-
lar $102 99

SEVYLOR :ayak pacdies Regular $14 98 SPECIAL sl 1.99

FIBERGLASS CANOES

[ INFLATABLE BOATS
SEVYLOR Caravelle
ihree air chambers for safety Wesghs 15 Ibs. Makes an exce!

WEMONAM Echo 16 :-foot cance Weighs 71 lbs The

finest canoe we ve seen tor under $300

See & compare m:.w
WENONAN 17.1001 canoe Weighs 67 ibs We think this s

ne ol the nicest canoes mn the country for under 5400 See &

compare’ $367.50
JENSEN wniewater 11 187, canoe Weighs 64 ib One only

_ demonstrator has been raced by our stall twice Reguiar

3517 50 SPECIAL -
JENSEN Siock 1800t cance Weighs 65 1bs 2
JENSEN ' o0 Jhtwaiynt mode

Wesghs 57 1bs “27-“
EASY RIDER t 151001 canoe Weighs 60 b one

only — tr@ght dam.aged Soeguiar $45% SPECIAL 3375.w
EASYRIDER .. 1o q0e

Weigns 75 b $490.00
EASY RIDER ‘- 1700t canoe ‘Wesgns 78 ib Broao

peam makes | 'ng Mos! slabie Canoe we ve Seer excetient

EASY RIDER SL Vgeceead canoe Excephonaity versatile

anoe tor saihing wMlewiler awes or ocean lounng

Wegrs 76 os $640.00
EASY RIDER .-

X

_ KAYAKS

F:':S: e I"-- ; in & T ; J -a:. |.- Weighs 45 1D
i gfque D08 has ¢ Meatures Inatl make « an outstand-

§ Rayak 10 Wounng - Sed “15-.
EASY RIDER -« arorewater sayak
e ooy wopari . THOS
B oo e Weon e e iR
IASV lllDI.l s 3 - person iounng kayak Wweighs

VISA & MASTER CHARGE WELCOME
We're open: Monday thru Thursday 10 to 6,

Friday 10 to 9, Saturday 10 to 6. Closed

gy East

SPORT SHOP
Corner of 11th & Mill » 343-0013

Next Emerald is September 19
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