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Schools 
convene 
To decide policy 

By TONY MACE 
Of the Emerald 

Cooperation and collaboration 
are the themes of the national con- 
ference on the development of 
community-based education 
being held at the University this 
week. 

It is important to work together, 
says Associate Prof Ralph Rands 
of the University Center for Educa- 
tional and Policy Management 

The debate between commun- 

ity colleges and community 
schools concerns the issue of 
which is to offer the educational 
services to a community Rands, 
conference coordinator, is trying 
to bring both of these sides to- 
gether 

“Community schools, which 
offer continued education for the 
community on a less formal basis, 
meet in churches, local schools 
and municipal buildings Colleges 
are too formal and just another in- 

stitution to bother with. Rands 
says 

He adds, “Community colleges 
feel they are tooled up' or more 

capable to bring community edu- 
cation to the people than are the 
community schools 

The four-day conference is 

co-sponsored by the American 
Association of Community and 
Junior Colleges, the Northwest 
Community Education Develop- 
ment Center iNCEDC) and 
CEPM 

Major conference speakers in- 

clude Paul Tremper. executive di- 
rector of the National Community 
Education Association. Robert 
Hamill. associate superintendent. 
Oregon State Department of Edu- 
cation: Eldon Schafer, president. 
Lane County Community College 
and Larry Horyna director of the 
NCEDC 

Rand describes the conference 
as a collection of 90 individuals, 

including graduate students who 
receive college credit by attend- 

ing. leaders in the community 
school field, and community col- 

lege presidents The conference 
format is developed on a 

‘‘speaker-reaction-discussion 
system. 

Each of the major topics, after 

being discussed by one of the con- 

ference speakers, is again dis- 
cussed in small group sessions, 
where the conferees express their 
own opinions and receive feed- 
back. 

Several issues face the confer- 
ence this week John Hakanson. 
Clackamas Community College 
president, describes the implica- 
tions of community education by 
advocating the consolation of 

community colleges and commun- 
ity schools whose ultimate aim is 

community development 
Hakanson believes that with the 

help of community colleges and 
schools, forgotten potential re- 

sources such as the elderly, the 

handicapped, disenchanted youth 
and frustrated housewives can 

be taught essential skills that will 

improve their communities Each 
community must identify their 

problems and work toward solving 
them, he says 

Other issues include the col- 
laborative relationships needed 
by the community colleges and 

community schools on a national 
perspective, a description of the 

community-based educational in- 

stitution. and a presentation by a 

group of speakers of various 

policies and types of funding 
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