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Anti-abortion petition drive gaining steam

By KEVIN HARDEN
Of the Emerald

A group of “ordinary citizens” has
gathered nearly 37,000 signatures and
needs about 9,000 more before a meas-
ure opposing state-financed abortions
can be put to a statewide vote in
November.

According to Chris Kowitz, a member
of Oregonians Opposed to State Fi-
nanced Abortions, a group which disa-
grees with the state Emergency Board's
decision 10 allocate nearly $1 million for
abortion and have now begun the long
petition drive to the state's general elec-
tion Nov. 7.

That petition, filed with the Secretary
of State's office in April, would place a
measure on the November ballot to end
all state funds used for abortions for poor
women. It would also make it illegal for
state employees to give a woman seek-
ing an abortion advice about which
agency to contact.

That proposal and one other petition
alsofiled in April, narrowly escaped can-
cellation earlier this month when the
state Supreme Court heard a challenge

Would put state funding to vote

to the measures’ wording.

The tities for the measures, written by
the state Attorney General's office, were
challenged by the state American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) because of their
ambiguity.

The challenge failed June 6, when the
court handed down a ruling that the At-
torney General's descriptions of the
proposals weren't as vague as the
ACLU suggested.

Both sets of petitioners have until July
7 to gather more than 46,000 valid sig-
natures from registered voters to be
placed on the November ballot. Kowitz's
group may have set a petition-signature
record last weekend by gathering
36,486 valid signatures in just two days.

The other ballot proposal, filed by
three Jackson County residents, would
not only eliminate abortion in Oregon,

but it would also put an end to “violating
the human life form."

That measure, Kowitz says, may be
“clouding” the issue about abortion in
the state. While his group’s petition just
calls for an end to state spending for
abortions, the other petition would place
an amendment on the Oregon constitu-
tion pr?htblting apparently all forms of
killing, ‘including euthanasia, capital
punishment and abortion.

According to the petition filed with the
secretary of state’s office, the second
measure's one sentence description
says that “each human form is posses-
sed with a life nghl that cannot be vio-
lated in any form.”

Kowitz and the Oregonians Opposed
to State Funded abortions don't see the
abortion issue as a moral matter.

“This isn't a moral issue,” he says. "It

isn't a religious issue. At this point this is
just a fiscal issue.”

Kowitz and eight other people formed
the organization several months ago
after the state Emergency Board voted
to fund abortions for poor women. The
group, he says, has been unjustly
labeled a Right-To-Life organization,
which isn't true.

“We're just a group of ordinary citi-
zens who got together over a cup of
coffee to talk about some of our con-
cerns,” Kowitz says. “We're not af-
filiated with the Right-To-Life people and
we only have one Catholic member. We
just don’t think that this is a proper func-
tion of our state government.”

The group may also enlist the aid of
people who could be considered pro-
abortion but may not want their tax dol-
lars to go for abortions, Kowitz says.

So far, he says, the group has volun-
teers working in nearly 20 cities around
the state. Most of those are more con-
cerned with the state money to be spent
than they are the abortion issue, he

says.
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“It’s really boring to read the way
most people are taught. This way,
you look at a page of print—you
see the whole page. It's great!”
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Student

“I had C’s in high school
| After Evelyn Wood Reading
| Dynamics. | was able
to maintain an A average.’

Chris Walsh,

John Futch,
Law Student
“With 60 briefs a week. the
average student takes all week
to prepare for class. In an
evening. I'm finished”

Student

Sion Crotalitan,

“It's easy. Once you
know how to do it. it's
super easy'

FREEQEASY

as much as 100%!

Richard St. Laurent,
Teacher

“1 was skeptical, but now I'm
reading around 2300 words a
minute. Puts you that much
ahead of everyone else”

All it takes is one free lesson and you can zip through homework a lot faster. In fact,
you can cut your study time almost in half! Hard to believe? Put us to the test. Come
and discover the secrets to easy speed reading, better concentration, greater
comprehension. These copyrighted techniques, taught in over 300 cities throughout the
U.S. No gimmicks. No obligation. It's easy. It's fun. It works.

; Get it while it's still free!
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UNIVERSITY OF OREGON NEWMAN CENTER
1850 Emerald

FRIDAY — SUNDAY — MONDAY
CIEVELYN WOOD READING DYNAMICS

3 PM and 7 PM

Philosophy
seminar set

A free seminar will be offered as
an introduction to Progressive
Utilization Theory . (PROUT),
Saturday morning, June 24, from
9 a.m. to noon. PROUT was first
introduced in India about 20 years
ago by controversial Indian
philosopher and spiritual leader
P.R. Sarkar. Itis a comprehensive
social, economic, and political
philosophy which synthesizes the
physical, mental, and spiritual as-
pects of human nature. The semi-
nar will be held at 2447 Riverview
St. Call 485-3881 for more infor-
mation.

Weekend
Rental
Special
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This weekend, escape the
humdrum with a new Pinto or
Mustang from the New Ken-
dall Ford. You can lease a
1977 Pinto or Mustang for the
entire weekend for only

s1 9.95 including
100 FREE miles.
Pick it up Friday afternoon, re-

turn it Monday morning and
have the weekend of your life!

Driver must be 21 years of age
and have a valid driver's
license.

KERbALL.
FORD

VALLEY RIVER 342-2151
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