
High rent adds to low income families’ plight 
Editor's note: Today the Emerald continues a series 

examining the various issues involved with housing in 
Eugene. This article looks at low-income housing in 
Eugene the problems low-income people face when 
trying to get inexpensive housing and the programs av- 
ailable for assistance. 

By JANIE NAFSINGER 
Of the Emerald 

Housing isn’t getting any cheaper in Eugene, and no 
one knows it better than the city's low-income population. 

Many of those who find it increasingly hard to 
come up with house payments and rent money receive 
housing assistance through one of several programs of- 
fered here. But there’s not enough money to aid 
everyone. 

According to city figures, Eugene has 16,500 house- 
holds that are eligible for housing assistance — or about 
45 percent of the population. 

The figures come from Eugene’s Housing and 
Community Conservation department (HCC), an office 
whose main purpose is to attract more federal dollars for 
various housing programs. 

According to Robin Johnson, HCC housing expedi- 
ter, the amount needed to aid those who need it doesn't 
begin to solve low-income persons’ housing problems. 
Citing Betty Niven, Joint Housing Committee chairer, 
Johnson says there’s enough money to subsidize only 
about five percent of all housing. 

She explains how the number of local low-income 
families is determined: The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) defines low-income as 80 
percent of Lane County’s median income. For a family ot 
four, the local median income is $414,500; 80 percent of 
that is about $12,900. 

A breakdown of the county’s low-income persons 
show that 46 percent are families, 34 percent are families 
headed by females and 20 percent are elderly. Johnson 
says University students are not figured separately, al- 
though the University registrar’s office reports 72 percent 
of its student population lived off campus in 1977. 

“Subsidizing students is very restricted,” Johnson 
says. A few student families are probably eligible for 
housing assistance, she says, but single, non- 
handicapped students are not. 

The three biggest housing problems faced by low- 
income persons are substandard housing, crowding and 
a disproportionate amount of income spent on housing, 
according to HUD. 

‘‘Believe it or not, I’ve seen cases where people 
spend all of their income on rent,” Johnson says. “It’s a 

matter of priorities each month — pay rent or eat. It’s a 

problem a lot of people face every day of their lives.” 
Johnson does not come into much contact with such 

cases, but someone who does is Jay Montgomery, who 
heads the county’s Housing Client Counsel program, a 

branch of Housing and Community Development. 
Montgomery and her four staff members help their 

clients find inexpensive housing and act as mediators 
between landlords and tenants with money problems. 

“Our main goal is to try to keep the renters where 

they are — to keep them from getting evicted," Montgom- 

ery says. She explains the big problem is money. “Often, 
they don’t have all the money they need for first and last 
month’s rent and deposits.” 

The counsel program staff has its hands full, too — 

from last July to May 1, the workers handled more than 
1500 cases. Montgomery says they average 10 to 20 
clients a day now. 

She regrets that the staggering work load makes it 
almost impossible to handle more cases. 

“It's very difficult to take student clients,” she says, 
because there are so many of them. 

Inexpensive housing is scarce, though, for 
Montgomery’s clientele. According to her tables, the 
average client earns about $407 a month. The average 
rent paid is $192 a month, or about 47 percent of the 
worker’s income. 

In tight money situations, the staff members try to 
help landlords and tenants reach an agreement so the 
tenants will not be evicted for non-payment of rent. Usu- 
ally, it’s only a matter of time — maybe a few days — 

before the tenants get enough money. Some are even 

eligible for emergency welfare payments. 
“It’s not easy, though,” Montgomery admits. “Emo- 

tions run high on both sides of the fence. 
The success rate of keeping renters where they are 

shows it isn’t an easy job. Of 202 recently closed cases, 
only eight clients did not have to move to other housing. 
The other clients found housing on their own. took rental 
referrals, moved away or stopped contact with 
Montgomery’s office. 

The biggest program for new housing is HUD’s Sec- 
tion 8 program, which provides subsidies to private de- 
velopers. This is not a financing program, Johnson exp- 
lains; developers are subsidized only on completion of 
construction projects. 

“Because there’s no financing available, Section 8 
hasn’t been too successful,” she says, although it might 
get better through planned financial help from the 
Oregon State Housing Division. 

But private developers generally aren’t very in- 

terested in building subsidized housing, anyway, John- 
son says. They’re very wary of federal requirements and 
red tape. 

“Private developers end up spending a lot of time 
and money when they get involved in federal projects,” 
she says. 

Non-profit developers are subsidized under a HUD 
Section 202 program. Only one such project has been 
undertaken in Eugene in several years — the current 
150-unit housing project at 11th Avenue and Olive Street 
sponsored by the National Benevolent Association. 

The federal government isn’t the only one involved in 

housing projects for Eugene. The Lane County Housing 
Authority is currently working with the city on plans for 
construction of a 25-unit and a 40-unit housing project. 

The Housing Authority also runs the largest subsidy 
program for existing housing. Funded by the federal gov- 
ernment, the program subsidized rent for low-income 
families. Applicants receive a subsidy certificate from the 

Housing Authority and then look for housing themselves. 
This program, like all the others, has limited funds. 

Johnson says the Housing Authority gets authorization to 
hand out a certain number of certificates per year — 

maybe 200. There is also a limit on the amount of rent the 
certificate-holder can pay; if the rent is not low enough, 
the prospective tenant cannot take it. 

Too often, the federal government cannot keep up 
with rising housing costs, and this makes it difficult for 
these program participants to find housing that is cheap 
enough. 

“HUD’s requirements for what housing should rent 
for are generally six months behind time,” Johnson com- 

ments. 
For rehabilitating substandard housing, the city re- 

ceives a community bloc grant from HUD. This monev 

can be used for any community project the city desires; 
in Eugene, the funds are used to assist both homeowners 
and “investor owners” (landlords) in rehabilitating hous- 

ing. 
“This is a good, flexible program,” Johnson says. 
The city of Eugene also uses part of its General 

Revenue Sharing funds for housing assistance. Since 
1973, about $550,000 of this fund, supplied by federal 
grants, has gone toward housing. 

“It’s unusual for a city to do this," Johnson says. 
“Most other cities haven’t recognized their role in solving 
housing problems. They usually only stick to traditional 
city functions of police, fire protection and public works.” 

Although $550,000 might not seem like much to 

spend over a five-year period, Johnson says the city has 
been successful in making it work to its full advantage. 
The National Benevolent Association’s $5 million highrise 
project is one good example of how dollars can stretch. 

The NBA was $100,000 short of meeting HUD’s fi- 
nancial requirements for federal subsidizing. It appealed 
to the city, which has granted NBA $65,000. Lane County 
Commissioners contributed another $35,000 to the pro- 
ject. 

“We're really getting a good deal for such a small 
amount of money,” Johnson says. 

Her overall comment, however, is less optimistic. 
“We cannot even hope to approach the need” for 

housing assistance, she says. “It just costs too much.” 

CLASSIFIEDS 686-4343 
FOR SALE 

LET BEST REST solve your mattress problems. 
Foam cut to size 

BEST REST MATTRESS CO. 
632 Blair 343-0222 

01617am. 
NEW COMICS, 2-3 weeks ahead, plus posters, 
undergrounds and old comics. At FANTASY SHOP 
near campus. 667 E. I3bv t2064:ttn 

INNER TUBES (5) — make an oiler, two Datsun 

Ight truck tire rims $10 each — practcaly new! Cal 
686-6274 after S p.m. 6:1 

PIONEER CENTREX AM/FM stereo eight-track 
compact system with speakers. $120 — must sal 
Lasie, 686-6347. 6:1 

LOOK! Big eight inch-telescope that is. Complete 
with eyepieces. Under. Must see (ftrough) to ap- 
preciate Ext. 4307 or 485-9304. Ask lor Jim, Room 
205. 6:1 

SUZUKI 6-etnng classical GUITAR will case lor 
only $40 or beet oiler 886-6566 6:1 

TWO PAM FISCHER SUPER-STEP 
*-country skis (1977-78 model), 190 cm and 205 
cm, $50 each pair (includes bmdngs) One pair 
Vasque Gretchen Hiking boots, used, 8W-9w. $17. 
One aft leather Norwegian bookpack wHh frame, 
brand new $85. One now REI yellow raincoat 
(Swe«$ah), Men's medium $17 ($25 now). Cal 
687-8805 6:1 

STANDARD REFRIGERATOR: Good working 
oontMon $25 Call 343-5463 or 3444)615. Keep 
tr^ng. 6-1 

Oregon D*Hy Emerald 

WOOD COOK STOVE, $140. Two Singer porta- 
bles. $35 each. VW van studded tires. $40. Cash 
please. 345-5267 6:1 

TWO KOM REAR shocks for a 1970 to 1972 
240-Z Cal 666-6070 after 3 p.m. 6:5 

TWO 10-speeds — 23 inch & 26 inch. $60 each 
343-7002 after 8 p.m. 65 

SELLING PRIME 30‘s DRESS COLLECTION. To 
see cal 344-3772 after 4 p.m Margaret 6:1 

CANOE! 16' closed top Whitewater canoe Rein- 
forced fiberglass, built-in notation, new condition. 
342-7877. 62 

POR SALE: flfcssette Tape Deck $70. book- 
shelves 1976 Ford Van $4100. dulcimer $30. 
guitar 3444035 6:1 

1666 VESPA SCOOTER. Needs minor repairs 
$150 or best offer. 726-6331. evenings. 65 

MOVING — Girl's 10-speed $35. Make-up mirror, 
lamp, plants- negotiable; 465-5105. 65 

HP-66 programatole calculator with math and stall s- 

tics pecs Super powerful for at apptcabons in ser- 

enes and business S250 or best offer, $200 without 
Ma*)-Statistics pacs Call 465-1786 after 6 p.m 6:1 

STEREO WITH SPEAKERS. #-Track Tape. 
AMIFM radto $70. A BARGAIN Contact John 
Stafford Room 406. 6:1 

CANOE — 15' Fiberglass 2 paddles and 2 lifejack- 
ets. $100. 344-1200. 6:1 

PON SALE 
EW SK 66> Wseshrsr $160. 
Cxoeiant ContMon 

Aquarium fuly equipped. $35 
342-7504 

6:1 

met TYWNQ DESK *104 VALUE 
WMt Purchase of Citizen S-4 for *329 

OFFICE WOULD 
132 E. 13*1 0*7-9704 

03991:7-0 

OUR 8USMESS may be small, but we have the 
largest sales force In the MXamette Valey the 
thousands of people you see wearing 
Btrfcenetocfca. Come aee and feel why! 

Birkenstock Footprints 
Atrium (2nd floor) M-Sat. 11-6 p.m. 
607-0065 repairs & resoling 

03929Ifn 

INSTRUCTION 
TENNIS LESSONS 

Call Dave at 344-7094 
Group or Private lessons 

031966-5 

SFENOMQ the summer In Portland? 
Spend part of this summer preparing tor your fu- 
ture Passes tor the July 15 LSAT exam begn June 
19, the July 0lh GMAT begins June 13. Classes tor 
the Sept 30 MCAT begin in Portland snd tn Eugene 
Aug. 0th. In Eugene call 343-2610. In Portland cal 
222-5556 Kaplan's forty years of experience pro- 
vides you with the most thorough test preperaSori 
available 039936-5 

GUfTAR LESSON for the summer Folk. Rock, 
Jazz. Theory Classical. 12 yrs experience Steve 
344-0569 66 

SUMMER COOKING CLASSES 
Taught by John Hurst. Featuring recipes and oook- 
ng styles torn Mexico. Italy and Southern France. 
Four weak courses begin in June and July — open 
to anyone. For information cal 404-2620. 6:5 

INSTRUMENTS 
AIMS guitar amplifier 120 watte R M S ! Two 1?' 
speakers Tremolo/reverb/I ootswitch, excellent 
condition (under warranty). $300 or best otter! 
344-7511.465-908Q. Guiman 6:1 

MUST SELL: Pre-CBS Stratocaster with Fender 

Bassman Amplifier. Together $500. Separate 
negotiable Call Bil 344-3797 or Steve 344-9333 
alter 430 p.m. 6:1 

SAXAPHOMST FOR BACCHUS is selling hie 
tenor $300. call Doug at 465-4216. 65 

p ECORPS/TAPES 

RECORDS FOR SALE 
Thousands of current titles most $1 to $3. 

Some collectors Items. 
D-JANQO RECORDS 

565 WMamette 343-1922 
03969:6-2 

QUALITY USED RECORDS $1 95 to $2.95 
Cash lor records 

774 E. 1»h 342-2088 
03963Tin 

SOUND SYSTEMS 
STEREO PROBLEMS? 
I do persona lied work. 

(affordable rates!), 
with guaranteed sattsfactton. 

Bob 464-2740 Evetdnge 
Save Me ad! 

02340-H 

PLANTS/GARPENS 

FIFTH STREET 
GREENERY 

A UNIQUE STORE 
Featuring Huge 

Assortments, 
Premium Qualty 
And the Lowest 
Prices. Always. 

FWth Street PuMc Market 4W-63M 
03S42:UVyHtfn 

f* RAFTS/HOBBIES 

SERENITY WEAVERS 
111 West Seventh 

Our exclusive hand plyed yam made ot lamtoewool 

still costs only 95 cents tor a two ounce 

hrt 0011 Attn 

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS, or a new reward- 
ing hghby. making custom wal A floor tapestries. 
It's easy Just send $2.50 in cart or money order 
to: 

Candace E. Davis 
P 0 Box 132 

Eugene. Oregon 97401 
We \Mlt send you a booklet on Designing and Finish- 
ing your own custom tapestries 02771 tIH TFN 

(Classifieds continue 
on Page 6A) 
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