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Wood says Weaver ‘glorifies’ Issues

By MARY BETH ALLEN
O the Emerald

Bob Wood, Lane County com-
missioner and candidate for
Fourth District Congressman,
thinks “it's going to take someone
more perceptive of local govern-
ment” than his opponent, Con-
gressman James Weaver, to ef-
fectively fill the Fourth District pos-
ition.

Wood thinks he is that some-
one, and he's hoping to convince
Fourth District voters of it.

“Here's where government
meets people,” Wood says of his
present county job. “What better
preparation could anyone have (to
be congressman)?”

Wood feels the “purpose of
government is to serve people.”
He says, “When people can't
serve themselves, then govern-
ment serves them collectively.”

“l understand the uniqueness of
Oregon and the Fourth District,”
Wood says. He also thinks it is
important for a congresssman to
“take national legislation and see
how it will affect your district,” and
then weight the benefits the legis-
lation will have for the home area
and the country as a whole.

County government has given
Wood experience in many federal
programs.

“I'l bet | can name more na-
tional programs than Weaver," he
claims. “What does he do or know

VOTE
NO

ON 51

This ad £aid for bsé the ASUO

te 4, EMU, EUGE

The Emerald is an e

97403

for \grabs for this s

that | don’t know?"

Wood feels he has had first-
hand experience with many of the
programs that congress members
deal with in terms of paper and
from the perspective of Washing-
ton, D.C.

As far as Bureau of Land Man-
agement programs go, Wood
says, “I'm the one that's up in the
woods with those people.”

Weaver has “glorified” issues
like the wilderness, says Wood.
“Truckdrivers, workers — he's
alienated them," says Wood of his
opponent. “They're fearful of
being unemployed.”

The ability to go beyond super-
ficial analysis of a problem is es-
sential, says Wood. For example,
he says in the area of road
maintenance, while it may seem
extravagant to legislate tax dollars
to fix roads, it actually makes
sound fiscal sense. If roads are in
top condition, log trucks and other
commercial vehicles can haul
twice as heavy loads as they could
on poorly maintained roads, cut-
ting down on fuel expenses that
the extra trips would entail.

Wood, who filed for governor
before switching to the congress
race, says the transition hasn't af-
fected his campaign.

“I don't think it's (reaction) been
negative,” he says. He says his
supporters prefer he run against
Weaver rather than Gov. Bob
Straub, who would have been his
opponent in the democratic prim-
ary.
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Washington was the main reason
Wood was reluctant to run for
Congress.

He says, “When | started out
against Straub, it was more of a
statement rather than anything. It
brought issues up.”

Wood says the decision of

former governor Tom McCall to

enter the race on the Republican
side didn't influence his decision.

“| decided if | wanted to stay in
politics and serve the people the
realistic race would be this one,”

he says.

“| probably received more sup-
port by transferring over,” Wood
speculates.

He says if he loses the race, "l
won't get bitter about it. | believe in
politics and | wish more people
did.” In the event of defeat, Wood
says he has "built a lot of options,’
and isn't worried about the future

“I'm not a front-page politician,
Wood says, adding this is the
basic difference between Weaver
and himself.

Parents weekend planned

The Annual Parent's Weekend
is scheduled this Friday through
Sunday at the University.

Canoe Fete with the theme of
“Childhood Memories" is
scheduled beginning at 7:30 Fri-

day at the Millrace Pond.

A champagne brunch is
scheduled Saturday at Gerlinger
and several more events, includ-
ing a Crafts Faire in the afternoon
are scheduled for Sunday in the
EMU Breezeway.

Visiting parents should register
from 4 to 6 p.m. Friday from 8:30
to 10:30 a.m. in the EMU Lobby or
Saturday or later in Gerlinger
Annex. For more information cali
Mary Hudzikiewicz at University
Relations at 3021.
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