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macaques enjoy being on poles 
above ground and have a strange 
desire to keep one foot on a ledge 
while walking about the cage. 
They communicate through ex- 

pressions. Bert opens his mouth 
and stares to let the troop know 
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tried this there was much distress, 
and the observing anthropologists 
wondereo if they should call a 
plumber. Later they learned this is 
a common macaque pastime. The 
desire to hang by the legs and 
suspend the body between the 
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when he is piqued. They also 

enjoy touching one another. 

Anthropologist Don Dunbar, who 
has been helping Moreno-Black, 
takes a special interest in the 
macaques feet. Macaques' feet 
are not run-of-the-mill. These feet 
enable the macaque to feel at 
home in the trees and on the 

ground. Dunbar has occupied 
his time filming the macaques 
feet, and charting their anatomical 
structure with the help of some 

dead macaque specimens. 
The observers have found 

young monkeys enjoy hanging be- 
tween their legs, upside-down, 
with their feet on the top of the 
cage. The first time a macaque 

crotch lessens with age. 
The small University macaque 

cage may restrict the troops' be- 
havior. They may have an entirely 
different repertoire of strange 
things to do while in the wild. 
Some anthropologists have tried 
following the macaques in the 
jungle, but they gave up. They say 
they couldn't even count the mon- 

keys, much less plot their primate 
behavior. 

Bruce Wheatley, assistant pro- 
fessor of anthropology, is one of 
the only men to sucessfully ob- 
serve wild crab-eating macaques. 
It wasn't easy. 

They travel 60 meters up," 
says Wheatley, "and they run like 

hell all the time.” 
Wheatley spent his time alone 

in the Southeast Asia jungle — 

save an aborigine assistant. He 
slept on bark, measured tree 
heights and, before he left, caught 
a case of malaria. 

At first he had trouble observing 
the macaques, but when he 
climbed into the trees, they mistook 
him for a bear and resumed their 
natural primative behavior. 

The macaques range over a ter- 
ritory the size of 300 baseball 
fields. They make themselves at 
home on the sea shore and in the 
trees, but return to a base tree 
every night. 

Male macaques have to defend 
this tree and their females from 
intruders. Twice during 
Wheatley's visit, outside males 
led successful coups and drove 
the old males into exile. This be- 
havior differs from that of the Uni- 
versity troop, which spends its 
time sitting in the sun and hug- 
ging. But otherwise, Wheatley 
says Moreno-Black's findings 
concur with jungle observations. 

Wheatley found the macaques 
enjoy hanging upside-down be- 
tween their legs in the wild too. 

Wheatley isn’t sure about the 
future of the macaque. They are 

adaptable, he admits, but maca- 

ques have bizzare personalities 
and have a hard time getting along 
with humans. As company goes, 
macaques get old fast. They at- 
tack cameras and tend toward 
erotic behavior. 

But the macaques feet, Dunbar 
believes, may help them evolve 
into the future. Because of the 
macaques' ability to survive on the 
ground, they may be able to adapt 
to the new fashion in ecological 
environments — the parking lot. 
Other monkeys have been unable 
to master the parking lot and have 
lost their place in the future job 
market because of it. The maca- 

que thrives at a time when most 
other primates and going extinct 
and declaring bankruptcy. 
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