
Candidates allowed to air views 
Judge says opinions not ‘proper’ 

Story and Photo By 
MARY BETH ALLEN 

Of the Emerald 

A clause in the Oregon Judicial Conduct Code 
dealing with how much judicial candidates can say 
concerning public issues has received a broad in- 

terpretation by the Oregon Judicial Conduct Commit- 
tee, widening the ground of election discussion to- 
pics — an interpretation eyed with trepidation by 
Lane County Circuit Court Judge George Woodrich. 

"My position hasn’t changed," said Woodrich. “I 
don't think we should publicly discuss our views on 

public issues. It compromises our neutrality.” 
A Register-Guard questionnaire, asking judicial 

candidates their opinions on the death penalty, 
punishment and rehabilitation, and other issues 

prompted the interpretation. Judge James Har- 

greaves, in a letter to the conduct committee, said he 
and Woodrich were unsure as to whether they could 
answer the questions and still remain within the 
boundaries of the campaign code, which prohibits 
discussion of “public issues” by judicial candidates. 

Woodrich said that a May 1 memo from Arnold 
Denecke, Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme 
Court, to the judges draws attention to Canon 7, the 
campaign clause, and warns judges that removal or 

suspension from office could result from violation of 
the canon. 

Woodrich feels that a judicial candidate’s opin- 

ion on public issues is not really important, and can 
diminish his position of objectiveness. 

“I’m obliged to follow law that is on the books 
right now. That’s my sworn duty,” Woodrich said. “If I 
announce my views on an existing law...I think this 
compromises my neutrality.” 

“I think I can make some general statements 
(concerning issues) but detailing my views isn’t 
proper,” said Woodrich. 

“A judge is not part of the political process," 
maintains Woodrich, referring to the fact that judges 
do not make laws. “A proper forum for expressing 
political views is in the legislature.” 

Woodrich said that on the state supreme court 
and appellate court level, law is often, in effect, 
created, changed and interpreted. But at the circuit 
court level, “Judges don’t make the law,” Woodrich 
said. "Our job is to simply apply the law as it is." 

If Canon 7 had been interpreted conservatively, 
limiting discussion of issues, then, said Woodrich, 
‘The only thing you’tl be campaigning on is qualifica- 
tions.” He feels, “The very fact that they have this 
canon focuses on the real issue — a candidate’s 
qualification for office.” 

“A judge is a product of his entire life experi- 
ence,” Woodrich continued. “His temperment, 
proper perspective, his ability to listen to both sides, 
his legal ability, and his experience in every aspect of 
the law — both civil and criminal — these are the 
important qualifications.” 

Credit for Washington stay offered 
An opportunity to observe the 

federal decision-making process 
is offered to undergraduate and 
graduate students by the Federal 
Forum in Washington, D.C. 

Three semester hours of un- 

dergraduate or gr&duate credit 

are offered by the University of 
Virginia’s School of Continuing 
Education for satisfactory comple- 
tion of course requirements. 

Three two-week sessions allow 

participants to contact those who 
create and influence national pol- 

icy through question-and-answer 
seminars, visits to various federal 
institutions and discussions 
groups. 

For further information, write 
The Federal Forum, Box 19084, 
Washington, D.C. 20036. Judge George Woodrich 

Learn how to take great pictures In 42 seconds 
with the new Pentax ME 

Come in for a 42-Second demonstration of the world's small- 
est, lightest, easiest-to-use, fully automatic 35mm single lens 
reflex camera-today 

You’re guaranteed 
) a better buy 
at Photo Factory 

That ! right Photo Factory does guarantee you a 
better buy In the way we sell our cameras and photo 
equipment to you our customer! 
FIRST, we demonstrate We compare. We explain 
product features We recommend the right equip- 
ment and accessories to suit every need And we sell 
only brand name products at Photo Factory every- 
day discount prices All Photo Factory products 
come with a manufacturers guarantee. 
SECOND, It you buy a camera, we add a FREE sub- 
scription to LENS Magazine 
THIRD, If you're not completely satisfied with your 
camera purchase, return It within 30 days, in new 
condition, an<Lwe'll exchange It for any other camera 
In stock This privilege applies to flash accessories 
and lenses, too. Sorry, no refunds 
FOURTH, If within 30 days from the date you buy a 
camera, you see an ad for an identical camera in a 

regularly scheduled and audited Oregon newspaper, 
dated within that 30 days period, at a lower coat-pre- 
sent that ad to ua and we'll refund the difference In 
cashl Excluding one of a kind or limited sales items 
Wa assure our customers service, quality, exchange 
privileges, factory guarantees and a Photo Factory 
better buy at everyday discount prices. 

ME CHROME BODY.M 99.77 
ME with 40mm F2.8 mm.*269.77 
ME with 1.7 lens. *269.77 
MEwith 1.4 lens. *319.77 
MEwith 50mm MACRO. *319.77 

for black body add *15“ 

Check us for other Super PENT AX BARGAINS all this week! 

SALE ENDS SATURDAY NIGHT! 
PORTLAND 511 S.W. 6th Ave-222-3021-531SW Halt 
at P.S.U. Book slore-226-2631- 937 S W 5th-227-3060 
CANDY Canby Square Shopping Cental on Rt 99E— 266-5887 
TUALATIN 7975 S.W Nyberg Rd -638-8812 
BEAVERTON 3665S.W. Hall Blvd -644-5272 
SALEM 4660 Portland Rd N.E -390-4038 
SOUTHEAST Southgate Center. 82nd at King Rd -775-9246 
GRESHAM Hood Center, Burnside at Dmsion-667-7171 
EUGENE 1004 Wikamette-485-4181 
SPRINGFIELD Springfield Mad. 2090 Otympic-746-8721 
BEND 709 Wall St 389-4493 
MN.TON FREEWATER 15S Mam-938-6525 
Opening Soon In Cooo Bay. The DaMee, 
-M l-.-J kJ-W..A BOO ? VYCOvvw WHm 

LAYAWAYS 
WELCOME 
FINANCING PLANS AVAILABLE 

SHOPPING CENTER STORES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
EXCEPT CANBY AND SOUTHEAST 


