
Kennedy blasts U. S. support of Chile 
By ANN TRENEMAN 

Of the Emerald 

Massachusetts Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy attacked the U.S.'s "wide-ranging 
back door economic and military support 
to Chile" Thursday on the floor of the 
U.S. Senate. 

Kennedy cntidzed private U.S. banks 
which have loaned the Chilean Junta al- 
most one billion dollars since Genera) 
Augusto Pinochet's coup in 1973, and 
said that if they do not end aid voluntarily 
then Congress should stop the banks. 

Kennedy also criticized the $38 million 
loaned in wheat credit by the Commodity 
Credit Corporation, a governmental cor- 
poration which exports the U.S.'s sur- 

plus commodities. 

Kennedy called for an end to all aid to 

countries which do not abide with official 
U.S. human rights pokey. 

Kennedy expressed skepticism about 
Chile's token gestures of liberaliza- 
tion. pointing out that only 224 of tfx 
180.000 political prisoners — 150.000 of 
whom have disappeared — have been 
released. He also commented that 
Pinochet was still ruling under 
emergency rule and that the Secret 
Police still remains intact in Chile. 

Kennedy presented documented 
evidence that military aid. in the form of 
aircraft engines, navai search radars 
and high powered explosive shefls. has 
been given to Chile under the auspices 
of U.S. civilian corporations or through 
another country, which received them 
first from the U.S. He said his facts were 

documented through Cynthia Amseon 
and Michael Klare of the Institute erf Pol- 

icy Studies 

Kennedy sad that such actjvites 
could be against the Arms Export Con- 
trot Act passed by Congress in 1976. 

Chile s relationship with the U.S. has 
grown increasingly strained since ex- 

prermer Orlando LeteSer's assasination 
in Washington in September of 1976 

Kennedy commented on the a ssasi 
nation saying regarcSess of who is in- 
volved we cannot tolerate pofcticai as- 
sasinations in Washington or m other 
parts of the world Pinochet is thought 
to have gn/en the order to kill Letefcer to 
the Chilean CtA. 

Charles Bnody. a representative of 
the Chile legislative center in Wash- 
ington, said Kennedy s statement 
was “right on and called it a high-water 
mark in Chitearv-U.S. solidarity 

Both Galop and Hams pds have 
shaMn nst ChHean-US. soidarty s tie 
largest foreign policy issue of consensus 
in the U S 

Bnody sad Pinochet is par*eked and 
is Crying to save his own skin by making 
token gestures of releasing prisoners 
and allowing more freedom within Chile. 
He said he agreed with Kennedy s im- 
promptu iashmg of the U S. government 
for embracing every one of Pinochet s 
moves as if ft were a reai step forward ir 
progressive human rights 

Bnody added that if the U S and Pres 
Carter would break off a!! support to 
Chiie. Pinochet's regime would 
“wouldn t last a day He sad churches, 
independent Democrats and Chilean 
trade unions are all in opposition to 
Pinochet 
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