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it is blindly, damnably egalitarian. It is too
much of a piece. There are no hierarchies in
fusiort, no saints or goddesses or princes. All
the instruments (including voices) are given
the same value — sometimes literally the
same dynamic value and same values of
timbre, as in cases wherein electric and
electronically-enhanced guitar, piano, and,
maybe, tenor saxophone all blend to the ex-
tent that one is literally indistinguishable
from the other. It is melting-pot music, in
the worst possible sense of the term. It rep-
resents not so much a fusion as a dissolution.

Jazz — and, for that matter, much of rock
— has always been an individualist’s music,
a music which stresses — which depends
upon — the split-second, highly personal
invention of new music based on established
musical patterns. At its best, it is perhaps
the most impressive form of composition in
the world. Fusion music, on the other hand,
discourages the individual. It asks him or
her to fit neatly into established patterns, to
parrot cliches (many of which were in-
vented, though this is commonly forgotten
these days, by John McLaughlin and the
members of his various groups). It asks the
musicians who play it to remember their
places. What comes out may have moments
of beauty, moments of excitement; much of
what results makes good, compelling dance
music. But it also represents, it seems to me,
a sorry waste of talent — and, worse, a kind
of enforced artistic entropy. Fusion music
sashays, often to a disco beat, into a creative
cul-de-sac.

Starbooty, by Ubiquity, which is the group
former jazz vibraharpist Roy Ayers leads, is
easily the least interesting of these three al-
bums. The music is strong but repetitious
(Ayers produced the album but does not
play on it), the lyrics are inane, and if there
are any distinguished players or singers
here, they cannot be discerned.

Dee Dee Bridgewater’s album is relatively
without gimmickry, and there are some fine
musicians present — including Stanley
Clarke, who also produced Chick Corea,
George Duke, Alphonso Johnson, Airto
Moreira, Bobby Lyle, Ndugu Leon Chan-
cler, and violinist Scarlet Rivera. But the
music never comes alive. It fits too neatly
into overly familiar patterns, and the songs
themselves are nothing special. (The only
well-known composition here is “‘Sorry
Seems to Be the Hardest Word” — which is
scarcely among the best songs Messrs. John
and Taupin have written.) Bridgewater’s
voice is clear and intense, but the material
she does is mostly pretty blurry.

The Lenny White album is a mildy pleas-
ant surprise. The packaging suggests a
comic-strip sci-fi ‘“*Star Wars™ rip-off.
There’s even a synopsis of “a musical space
odyssey’’ about space pirates, a “Heavy
Metal Monster Machine,” “‘Mandarin War-
lord Starships,” and such (in one passage,
“Images of Millenniums [sic] past race by")
but, fortunately, this nonsense doesn’t actu-
ally find its way onto the vinyl. There are
some nice, if very simple, melodic themes on
Astral Pirates, and a few moments of true fire
from Don Blackman on good, old-fashioned
organ and good, old-fashioned acoustic
piano, and Lenny White's percussion is
crisp and hard-driving (though his one ex-
tended solo, which begins brilliantly, soon
becomes a muddle). The music is unde-
manding, but not at all unenjoyable. It
might be called “‘cocktail fusion.”

Colman Andrews
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