Just for kicks
Hacky sack catching on in Oregon

By ANNA C. HOYT
Of the Emerald

Despite rainy conditions, hacky sac-
kers practice up on campus, awaiting
the national hacky sack representatives
who will demonstrate the skills of the
game later this week.

What kind of game is hacky sack?

“Hacky sack is new in America, but it
is an ancient game played across the
world,” explains Guy McKee, Pacific
Northwest team leader. Although de-
rived from an ancient concept, hacky
sack is a whole new game, he adds.

Toplay, one first must have a footbag.
The footbag is a small soft hand-made
leather bag, shaped like a ball. Accord-
ing to McKee, the footbag is the only
object to use. He does not recommend

bean-bags.

The footbag originated as a “pancake
made of leather...which eventually de-
veloped into a round bag,” explains
McKee.

The next step is tolearn the rules. The
object of the game is to keep the footbag
in the air inside of a 20-foot control room.
The footbag must not touch the upper
portion of the body, only knees and feet
may be used. The hacky sack player
uses five basic kicks — the inside kick,
outside kick, back kick, toe kick and
knee kick.

In tournament play there are from one
to four players. As a pasttime, as many
as 12 can participate. When involved in
tournament play, the players are judged
in three catagories: control, style and

kicks accumulated without the ball hit-
ting the ground.

McKee jointly shares the American
record of 517 kicks during one serve in
doubles play with Stalberger. Stalberger
himself has a singles record of 644
kicks.

Once a player learns the art of hacky
sack or juggling the bag, he or she can
then move on to another game called
footbag. Footbag is played the same as
hacky sack, except that it is played over
an eight-foot net, like volleyball.

The state superintendent of schools in
Oregon has given the Pacific Northwest
Hacky Sack team his endorsement and
a “go ahead" to teach the concept of the
game in Oregon schools. The team also

plans to work with the youth soccer as-
sociation. Tony Betts, former Port-
land Timbers player, will teach Hacky
Sack in his soccer clinics.

The game, which is still in its infancy,
is “on its way to becoming a national
sport,” predicts McKee.

The National Hacky Sack Association
has high expectations for its new sport,
such as the 1984 Olympics.

“The Olympics will be heid in the Un-
ited States, and the host country gets to
enter a sport of their choice...the goal of
hacky sack is to try and enter,” explains
McKee. Although the sport will have to
compete with other games such as ra-
quetball and tennis, which are also not
included in the Olympics, McKee says,

“We are very encouraged.”

(Continued from Page 7)

Children’s book display
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1930 and 1955. As book prices
rose, Kemp says children’s books
outpriced themselves to the point
that, except for paperbacks, they
were mainly purchased by lib-
raries.

Slobodkin collection which show
the original idea, the com-
promises and the final artwork. In
this particular case, Kemp says
the finished illustrations were the
most ineffectual of all the ver-

ture.” He says one injured bird
was nursed back to health in its
own room on the second floor of
the Hader home.

It is interesting to see the

big money maker and even its re-
search value has been neglected
among libraries.

“No self-respecting library is
going to have a kid's collection,”

As an example, Kemp men-
tioned Louis Slobodkin, also a
Caldecott winner whose illustra-
tions for “Many Moons" by James
Thurber are on display.
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the author or illustrator intended ges.

collecting materials from authors
and illustrators of books for chil-
dren and young adults at 8 a.m.,
April 22, at the Rodeway Inn.

resulting in what Kemp calls a vic-
ious cycle. “No buyers — no
books. No books — no buyers.”

Kemp says the golden age

show the stages and changes

The authorsiillustrators in dis-
play and most of the other collec-
tions were part of the “Golden
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