Burrows appraises ballot measures

State Rep. Mary Burrows,
R-Eugene, affirmed her support of
four state ballot measures coming
up in the May 23 primary election
during the weekly meeting of the
Republican Roundtable Forum at
noon Friday, but said she's unde-
cided about the proposed two-
cent gas tax increase.

By SUSAN SCHLANGEN
Of the Emerald

She discussed each ballot
measure, offered her appraisal of
them and explained why she sup-
ports them.

© Ballot Measure One is a prop-
osed constitutional amendment
that would give home rule coun-
ties the same initiative and re-
ferendum provisions as the state.
Lane County is one of five home
rule counties in the state.

“People in home rule counties
would have 90 days following the
adoption of an ordinance to circu-
late a petition instead of the cur-
rent 30 days,” Burrows said. The
number of signatures required for
home rule initiative and referen-
dum petitions would be the same
as the number of signatures re-
quired by the state, she said.

¢ Ballot Measure Two is a prop-
osed constitutional amendment
requiring all joint legislative com-
mittees during the session or in-
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terim to make their meetings ac-
cessible to the public, to post
notices of the meetings and to
take minutes at the meetings.

“This ballot measure is a re-
sponse to a lawsuit filed against
several legislators . . . who were
accused of violating the Open
Meetings Law,” she says.

e Ballot Measure Three is a
proposed bonding measure to fi-
nance the construction of rental
multi-family housing for low-
income elderly persons.

Burrows says it's a “‘self-
supporting” measure because
builders could borrow money at
low interest rates from the funds
created by the bonds, they could
build the housing for the elderly
and the bonds would be paid off by
the loan and rent payments.

Furthermore, the measure
could have a positive effect on the
economy, related construction
and the rental units would in-
crease the area’s tax base, Bur-
rows said.

“This measure is widely sup-
ported by seniors all over the
state.”

e Ballot Measure Five is the
only measure Burrows has not yet
made a decision about. The
measure is a proposed gas tax
increase from 7 to 9 cents a gal-
lon. The measure would also in-
crease the weight-mile tax on truck-
ers. If accepted, highway re-
venue is expected to increase by
$37 million a year.

“It requires money obtained
from these taxes and vehicle re-
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gistration to be used for highway
maintainance and reconstruction
before they're used for new con-
struction,” she explained.

The measure’'s passage would
put into effect a stand-by bill that
restricts the amount of highway
money available to the parks and
police. It also removes bicycle
path funding from the highway
fund to the general fund.

“Our highways are wearing out
and we need the money for repair
work,” she says, but the gas tax
hike is one of many tax increase
burdens on the citizen.

Burrows did not comment on
the sixth ballot measure except to
say thatit only affects the Portland
urban area. This measure would
abolish Portland’s council of gov-
ernments and would replace it
with 2 metropolitan service dis-
trict.

Burrows, a third-term legislator,
also discussed the legislative in-
terim process.

The interim is a time for study
and research, Burrows said. She
receives 25 to 30 pieces of mail a
day such as private and govern-
mental research reports, position
papers and letters from her con-
stituents. The constituents who
write their legislators are primarily
from urban areas, she said.

“Most constituent problems
deal with some level of govern-
ment,” she said. “That's a subtle
way of saying | think we should
look at governmental reform.”

Burrows said she believes
Oregon legislators try to be ac-

cessible to their constituents and
that she appreciates Oregon's
legislative process. After having
served on national committees

with other legislators, she said, I
am appalled at their process and
I'm appalled at their attitudes to-
ward constituents.”
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