oklahoma

Dynamic duo lead favored

Sooners in quest of crown

By NICK DAWSON
Of The Emerald

Oklahoma's gymnasts have a
problem.

No, it has nothing to do with
their team score or anything like
that. As a matter of fact, that's how
the problem is solved.

The problem exists within the
University's athletic program.
See, the Oklahoma Sooners’
football team is, to put it mildly,
one of the best in the country, if not
the best.

Bart Conner

So where's the problem? It's
called proving yourself.

The fans at Oklahoma demand
a winner. Their football team has
accustomed the fans to that. So
it's up to Paul Ziert's gymnasts to
prove they are good enough to
deserve attention and support in
Norman, Oklahoma.

If Ziert's gymnasts have to
prove themselves any more than
they already have, Oklahoma fans
must REALLY demand a winner.

Oklahoma was a co-champion
in the team race in last year's
NCAA meet with Indiana State.
This year, they have the top qual-
ifying score of the eight teams en-
tered in the meet at 434.90, 1.7
above the second qualifier,
Arizona State.

This year, the Sooners want all
of the title. It just helps them prove
a little bit more to their fans that
they are indeed winners.

“We want to make sure that
people know we're great,” said
Ziert. “"When we can guarantee
them (Oklahoma fans) we're win-
ning, then we'll draw the big
crowd.”

Ziert has a special proving for-
mula.

Hit the road.

Of twelve meets on the Ok-
lahoma schedule, only two were
at home. At one of those two
meets (Nebraska), about 1,700
people turned out to watch the
Sooners.

For a national co-champion, Ok-
lahoma does travel a lot. | feel an
obligation, when you're national
champion, to take your team
around to different areas to show
them what gymnastics is like,"
said Ziert. And show people they
did, amassing an impressive 11-1
record on their way to the Big-8
Conference championship.

And because they have travel-
led so much this year, flying to
Eugene and doing their thing in
front of a ‘hostile’ audience should
have absolutely no effect on
Ziert's team.

“We're very proud of the fact
that we're one of the few teams to
qualify for nationals away from
home,” said Ziert.

Oklahoma has another ace up
its sleeve. Confidence, and ex-
perience gained from last year's
finish, has been a key factor this
year for the Sooners. Ziert said the
confidence will continue to help
his team through the NCAA meet.

“We saw that (confidence mak-
ing the difference) at the Big-8
championships,” said Ziert. The
Sooners were trailing lowa State
by 2.15 going into the optionals,
but, said Ziert, because the Cy-
clones hadn't competed in the na-
tionals for two years they fell apart
on the final day.

Ziert explained, “"because we
won nationals (co-championship
last year) we were able to put
pressure on lowa State and they
folded.”

In the process, Ziert found out
something about his own team.
“We're not going to fold under
pressure and then quit until the
very end. We're the top team to
qualify,” he said. "We won last
year so we know how to win."”

At the heart of the Oklahoma
team are two of the top three qual-
ifiers in the all-around. Bart Con-
ner (first) and Mike Wilson (third)
have been phenomenal this year,
said Ziert. Their scores and past
record would seem to indicate
they will be two of the top attrac-
tions at the meet.

Oklahoma scored 434.90 at a
team to reach the final team com-
petition. Of that total, Conner and
Wilson scored 223.1 by them-
selves. Conner tallied 112.75,
while Wilson had 110.35.

Both gymnasts are international
competitors. Conner has travelled
to six countries and was on the
1976 Olympic team as a high
school senior. Now he's a sopho-
more. Ziert said the pressure
Conner will be facing is old-hat by
now. “To compete consistently in-
ternationally, you have to know
how to handle the pressure. | think
he has a good chance to win the
all-around.”

Wilson has competed interna-
tionally twice, but he will be joining
his coach and Conner for an inter-
national meet in East Germany fol-
lowing the NCAA meet. Though
Wilson may not beat teammate
Conner for the all-around title,
Ziert said his junior captain has a
good chance to win the floor exer-
cise.

Individually, Oklahoma will be
featuring some very talented
gymnasts. Garry Beasley is a
proven pommel horse competitor,
as shown by his Big-8 title. Les
Moore was sixth in the floor exer-
cise last year at the NCAAs, and

Mike Wilson

though he didn't qualify for the in-
dividual titie, he should provide his
team with points.

All-around — Bart Conner, Mike
Wilson, Brad Johnson, Jeff Mar-
tin, Les Kerr and George Howell.

Pommel horse — Garry Beas-
ley and Paul Black

Rings — Steve Rutledge.

Floor Exercise/Vault — Les
Moore.
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Applications are now available for the position of

1978-79 OREGON DAILY EMERALD EDITOR

Applicants should have knowledge of newspaper journalism and of the University

Term of office is June 6, 1978 through June 4, 1979. Monthly salary of $500 begins
May 1, 1978. Editor must be enrolled at least 6 credit hours, 3 or 4 terms while holding
office. Position requires work Sunday through Friday and a minimum of 35-40 hours

Applications are available in Oregon Daily Emerald offices and must be returned to
Cheri O’Neil, 300 EMU before 5 p.m. April 21, 1978.

The Oregon Daily Emerald is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.
Women, minorities and the handicapped are encouraged to apply.
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DRUG STORES
1950 FRANKLIN BLVD. & 185 E. 18th
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SHADES

values to 5.98

PACKAGED
Peat pots

one package of peat pots free
with each package of
Lilly vegetables or flower seeds
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