minnesota

Gophers, fifth past two years, hungry for title

By NEIL GRUENFELDER
Of the Emerald

At the University of Minnesota,
sports fans go slightly bananas
over the Vikings, junior hockey
and potential Trail-blazer Mychal
Thompson.

Now, the University’'s 80,000
students can appreciate another
winner: The Minnesota men’s

gymnastics team.

The Gophers of Minnesota
have established supremacy in
the Big-10, winning the Big-10
Championships in Champaign,
lil., for the third year in a row. More
impressive are their fifth place
finishes the last two years in the
NCAA finals.

“I's getting old,” head coach
Fred Roethlisberger said. “It'll be

no fun being fifth again. We've got
alot of seniors hungry for the title.”

Roethlisberger has completely
resurrected the Minnesota pro-
gram. A former Olympian (he was
the second highest scorer for the
USA in 1968 at Mexico City),
Roethlisberger's seven-year re-
cord at Minnesota is 47-21. This
year his Gophers won eight
meets, lost two and accumulated

Tim LaFleur, three times the Big-10 all-around champ, is Minnesota’s top individual performer.

a school record 423 points in their
league meet. His goal this year?
Win the nationals.

"Oklahoma is probably the
favorite. They won it last year and
they got most of their people back.
It remains to be seen if anybody is
improved enough to beat them,”
he said.

The Gophers lost three perfor-
mers during the season, including
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two young all-arounders. Also,
their top all-around gymnast, Tim
LaFleur, was injured with a
strained knee but has worked-out
and recovered. The absences had
left the Gophers meagerly weak in
the all-around event and caused

a disappointment in an otherwise
good year.

“We have to get our minds set.
We had some early injuries and
losses, but we do have our best
four in each event. After that we're
really lacking in depth. If anyone
else gets injured we might as well
not come out,” he said jokingly.

Roethlisberger will bring to
Eugene an 11-man contingent
featuring five seniors. Of these
five, LaFleur will be the one to
watch. The brown-haired, interna-
tional competitor has won the
Big-10 all-around titles for three
years, placing second in parallel
bars and third in the rings at the
Big-10 meet. He also holds his
team's best all-around score of
54.95 this season.

Other all-around performers
who will compete are seniors Jay
Lowinske, Shawn Hayth and
sophomore Reid Goldetsky. Low-
inske should push LaFleur to high
marks. The muscular Gopher won
fourth place in the Big-10 all-
around and has the potential to
pull off an upset in the finals. Low-
inske and Goldetsky were both
named by their coach as most im-
proved during the season. If they
continue to gel and if Hayth can
be consistent, the Gophers have a
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CAMPUS CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

W.E. (Wednesday Evening) is an educational

ARCHITECTURE AND THE CATHOLIC

program of the Campus Christian Ministry . . .

CHURCH - George Matanic...A SEARCH course
offering the following seminars for students, faculty,

relating theology to architecture...moving toward

O

staff and community people:

WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH - Kent Burtner...20
centuries of Christian tradition in
worship.. . Jewish roots, early Christian
developments...guest lecturers

WOMEN AND THE CHURCH - Evelyn Gerardo,
Betty Luginbill...Exploring this relationship past,
present, future...examining the need for change in
various areas of church life

designing a Roman Catholic Church

YOUR GOD IS TOO SMALL - Norm Metzler...an
in-depth discussion of conceptions of
God...dispelling misconceptions, exploring con-
temporary options

MANUAL COMMUNICATION - Raymond
Rideau...Introduction to signed language of the

deaf...includes learning basic skills and some
prayers and hymns

BONEHEAD BIBLE - Dave Simpkins...A basic
study of the biblical literature...looking at the his-

torical development , evolution of the authorita-
tive texts

Seven Wednesday evenings at the Newman Center, 1850 Emerald

Begins Wednesday, April 5

(No Cost for Seminars)

Schedule: 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. Seminars Meet
7:15 - 7:45 p.m. Dessert/ Fellowship/Celebration

For more information call 484-1707 or Un wersity extension 3597

Sponsored by:

Koinonia Center
1414 Kincaid
686-3597

These centers are open all week for relaxation, study, praver .

Oregon Daily Emerald

Newman Center

1850 Emerald
686-4468

Wesley Center
1236 Kincaid
686-4694

and campus ministry staff are available for you
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