
Emerald graphic 

Officials discount waves, side-effects 
EUGENE, (AP) — Federal offi- 

cials have taken a ho-hum attitude 
toward reports that Eugene resi- 
dents are being bombarded by 
mysterious, high-powered radio 
waves. 

“I sort of hate to puncture the 
balloon of some exotic secret 
radio installation going in. there 
and causing problems, but we find 
no evidence of it," Richard Smith 
of the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) said Tuesday 
in a telephone interview. 

And an Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) spokesman 
says there is no indication they are 
harmful. Other EPA officials said, 
however, that the reports will be 
investigated. 

“It’s not mysterious at all,” 
Smith said. “These are data-link 
operations by the U.S. Navy." 
Smith, assistant director of the 
FCC’s enforcement division, said 
the signals are coming from a 
transmitter at Dixon, Calif. 
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‘These are authorized, legiti- 
mate Navy operations. There is 
nothing unusual about that." He 
said the signals would sound un- 
usual to a person not familiar with 
data transmissions. 

Cmdr. Robert Bennett at the 
Treasure Island base in San 
Francisco said he doesn’t think 
the signal is like anything the Navy 
has at either Dixon or the 
Alameda Naval Air Station. 

Richard Tell, of the EPA’s field 
office in Las Vegas, said reported 
health problems do not resemble 
those normally caused by radio 
transmissions. 

"TTie reported symptomology is 
not related in any obvious fashion 
to the effects at the frequencies 
that the signal has been ob- 
served," he said. 

“It seems, perhaps, premature 
to jump on an idea that the ob- 
served effect, which apparently is 
very real to the individuals who 
have observed it, is related to a 
radio frequency signal,” Tell said. 
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Says professor 

Unidentified waves 

cause ear ringing, 
headaches, stuffiness 
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Marshall Van Ert, one of the origi- 
nal investigates into the poten- 
tially health threatening radio 
signal that has been detected in 

Eugene and other parts of the 
state, knows what it is like to live 
with the physical side effects of 
the signal. 

For the last four months he has 
experienced the biological effects 
of the signal in his own home. 

Van Ert, an industrial hygienist 
at the University, was first intro- 
duced to the effects of the signal 
last October when a Santa Clara 
resident, Walter Deposki, asked 
Van Ert to investigate the cause of 
a noise-vibration problem at 
Deposki’s home 

"In the house I perceived a 

high-pitched, non-audible sensa- 
tion that set up a ringing in my 
ears. It felt like a pressure around 
my head. I observed the chimes of 
the grandfather clock on the man- 
tle and the rabbit-ear TV antenna 
vibrating," Van Ert said. 

He said after he left the house, 
“I couldn’t even think straight," 
and he experienced a sense of 
disorientation. 

The signal was later detected 
and recorded at the Deposki 
house and five other locations in 
Eugene, including Van Ert’s own 

apartment. 
Van Ert said after talking to 

about 25 other Eugene residents 
who reported experiencing physi- 
cal reactions to low-level noise or 

vibrations, he realized he had 
been experiencing a similar 
phenomenon himself, even be- 
fore he began the investigation. 

The interviewed residents said 
the complaints included 
headaches, insomnia and ear and 
throat problems. 

Van Ert reported the phenome- 
non to Dr. David White, Lane 
County health officer, and White 
visited Van Ert’s apartment March 
20. At the apartment, White said 
he “perceived a high-pitched 
barely audible sound accom- 

panied by a stuffiness in both 
ears.” 

White said he observed a red- 
dening of Van Ert’s skin during the 
visit. He said the sound and the 
stuffiness in his ears disappeared 
when he left the residence. White 
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said he left and re-entered the 
apartment three times and that 
each time the phenomenon was 
not present outside the residence. 
At one point Van Ert cut all electri- 
cal power to the apartment and 
the sound continued. 

The phenomenon was also ob- 
served last Thursday at Van Ert’s 
apartment by Kay Prince, a health 
physicist from the State Health 
Department’s radiation control 
center, and a representative of the 
Oregon Air National Guard. 

“Prince monitored the signal for 
two hours and observed the red- 
dening of the skin. When the 
signal stopped, the redness dis- 
appeared,” Van Ert said. 

He said the biological effects of 
the signal appear to be cumulative 
and increase as the signal in- 
creases. Van Ert said he has 
noticed the skin reddening effect 
more in the last couple of months. 

"The signal's strength will begin 
to increase in intensity in the even- 

ing from about six to seven and 
continue through the night and 
into the morning until about eight 
or nine. On at least five occasions, 
I have had to leave my apart- 
ment,” he said. 

Van Ert said the redness in- 
creases when he faces a window. 
He said this suggests the signal 
originates from outside the house. 

At the Deposki residence, Van 
Ert said the signal was "a numbi 
of times greater inside the house 
than out." He theorized that the 
house could be acting like a 
radioamplifier. 

Deposki said vibrations are 
strongest at night also, but that 
they are not present every even-1 
ing. He said some visitors to his I 
house notice the sensation, while | others are not aware of it even 
when it is pointed out to them. 

He said he has almost constant 
headaches and ear problems and ] 
that the phenomenon has made j 
him extremely nervous. 

In addition to the six Eugene lo- 
cations, the signal, which has 
been described as a 4.75 
megahertz pulse occurring 1,100 
times per second, has been de- 
tected in Corvallis, Portland, Bend 
and in the air at an altitude of 
3,000 feet above Eugene. 

Federal Communication Com- 
mission officials are now saying 
the powerful signal is being 
broadcast from a U.S. Navy air 
station in Alameda, Calif. The 
FCC says the Navy signal pre- 
cisely matches the signal that has 
been monitored in Eugene. 

Van Ert said he has received a 
report from a person who has 
monitored the signal and says the 
signal carries intelligible compo- 
nents, like a commercial radio or 
video transmission. 
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