
Lane County runner-up in Audubon count 

Drawing by Jim Payne 

By MELISSA HILTON 
Of the Emerald 

The National Audubon Society 
has conducted annual Christmas 
counts of birds since 1901. 

“It shows where the birds are 

and it gives an indication of 

changes in the range of the birds 

and their numbers, and the health 
of the species,” says Harry Irons, 
president of the Lane County Au- 

dubon Society (LCAS). 
According to Irons, this year the 

Christmas Count was held in more 

than 1,200 areas, from Canada to 

Central America and Hawaii to 

Bermuda. There were 21 counts 
in Oregon. 

The Eugene count, sponsored 
by the Southern Willamette Or- 

nithological Club, was held Jan. 1, 
and about 50 people participated. 
The LCAS sponsored the Christ- 
mas Count in Oakridge, Dec. 30 
with about 30 participants. 

Each count area is circular, 15 
miles in diameter. The sponsors of 
the count choose one day out of 
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the 16 assigned by the National 
Audubon Society and count birds 
for at least eight hours that day. 

The information is reported to 

the National Audubon Society 
and published in the spring issue 

of "American Birds." 
‘‘You try to attract as many peo- 

ple as you can who wish to partici- 
pate,” explains Irons. ‘‘You divide 
the area into parcels and give 
them to teams, putting some good 
birders with the people who are 

not so experienced." 
The team then travels over its 

parcel, identifying species and 

counting the number of birds 

sighted of each species, or es- 

timating the number of birds in a 

flock. 
This year Coos Bay counted 

146 species, the most in the state. 

Eugene tied with Sauvie Island for 
second place, with 125 species 
sighted. 

Unusual birds sighted during 
the Eugene area Christmas Count 
include a Snowy Owl, a Burrowing 
Owl, a Sandhill Crane, a Prairie 

Falcon, eight White-tailed Kites 

and some Blue Jays. 
“The Blue Jay is an eastern bird 

that has just been moving into 
Oregon the last couple of years,” 
says Irons. 

“The White-tailed Kite is a bird 
found down in Central California 
and other places in the country, 
but not in Oregon,” Irons says. “All 
of a sudden we have White-Tailed 
Kites pretty well established in the 
Willamette Valley and along the 
coast.” 

Another bird whose range is ex- 

tending into Oregon is the Cattle 
Egret, sighted during this Christ- 
mas Count in Coos Bay and 
Roseburg. 

“The Cattle Egret is an African 
bird introduced into South 
America and subsequently into 
Florida 30 or 35 years ago,” Irons 
explains. “We’re starting to get 
them in this part of the country 
now.” 

According to Irons, this year’s 
count shows that several species 
are extending their ranges into 

Oregon, but no species are leav- 

ing the state. 

Attorney predicts 
field burning battle 

By KATHLEEN MONJE 
Of the Emerald 

Stan Long, Eugene city attor- 

ney, predicted confrontation with 
state officials over the field burn- 

ing issue, starting this spring or 

summer. 
“The decision that the Depart- 

ment of Environmental Quality 
and the Environmental Quality 
Commission must advocate field 

burning above all other Oregon 
industry seems to mean that 
there is no real hope of com- 

promise,’’ Long said in a six-page 
memo to Eugene’s City Council. 

Long said Eugene seems to be 
faced with “an all or nothing posi- 
tion by field burning interests.” 

He said grass seed growers are 

insisting on the 180,000 acre limit 

approved by the 1977 state Legis- 
lature, which the federal Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
could approve either with or with- 
out offsets limiting pollution from 
other industries. 

Growers claim the 50,000-acre 
limit, already accepted by the 

EPA, would do real damage to 
their industry. The 50,000 limit is 
favored by Eugene. 

"Without a compromise on a- 

creage and/or burning practices 
there can be a crisis in May and 
June on field burning in that the 
amount to be burned will be un- 

clear unless the courts settle the 
issue," Long said in the memo. 

He said Eugene may be re- 

quired to not only pursue its clean 
air policy but to act to defend other 
industries whose existences are 

threatened by the state's position 
that 180,000 acres of field burning 
is mandatory. 

The state Environmental Qual- 
ity Commission’s decision to pur- 
sue a one-year temporary plan, 
rather than prepare a full-scale re- 

vision of the state's clean air plan, 
means some Oregon industries 

may have to be curtailed to allow 
the burning of 180,000 acres, ac- 

cording to Long. 
"We are hopeful that the EPA 

will urge the state to avoid actions 
that provoke confrontations,” 
Long said. “Of course, some may 
hope to obtain approval of 

180,000 from the EPA. We do not 
believe this can or will happen. If it 

does, the confrontation will not be 

avoided, it will just occur in 
another forum.” 
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