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Paul Ollswang, a local caricaturist and his labrador retriever, Fedelio, participate in a bit of early morning stick grabbing. 

Aaaand they call it puppy love. 
Couch pose most popular, professional dog portraitist says 

By ANAMARIA BELL 
Of The Emerald 

Paul Ollswang covers the walls 
of his home with Vermeers and 
Rembrandts, but he draws dogs. 

It is sometimes easier to portray 
a dog than a person. Ollswang, a 

professional dog portraitist be- 
lieves people are fairly vain but 
dogs are not. 

He charges $15 a sitting, $5 for 
each additional pose and $2.50 

for a couch pose. He says the 
couch poses are the most popu- 
lar. 

Ollswang insists it is more 

pleasant to sketch dogs because 

eventually, the owner will settle for 
something which depicts the 
dog’s personality. 

With people, he says, there are 

two problems to worry about: 
“what they look like and what they 
think they look like." 

He recalls an incident when “a 

very nice gentleman” wanted a 

sketched portrait of himself and 
his dog. “The problem was the 
man had a receding chin,” says 
Ollswang. “He was very happy 
with the way I drew his dog, but he 
kept saying no, no, that's not the 
way I look.' Dogs don't complain. 

People have dogs because of 
their personalities,” says 
Ollswang, and he explains a por- 
trait records that personality. "A 
cartoon portrait is a perfect way to 
grasp this concept." 

He enjoys discussing what the 
dog looks like with the owner be- 
fore doing the portrait. "It is in- 
teresting to see how they perceive 
their dog,” he adds. 

"What they are portrayed as 

depends on their personality,” 
says Ollswang. He explains he 
can see dogs’ personalities more 

readily by their looks and actions. 
“And that is what I try to grasp,” he 
adds. 

Drawing a dog's portrait isn’t 
easy. A typical problem "is that 
generally, they sit with their back 
to me if their master is in the 
room.” He often has to scrunch 
the dog around to make it sym- 
metrical. 

Ollswang began doing dog por- 
traits as gifts for friends several 
months ago. By word of mouth 
other people became aware of his 
work. 

“It’s really nice how a little draw- 
ing can make someone happy,” 
says Ollswang. “It gives me a 

great feeling knowing I can do 
something so different." 

Ollswang enjoys observing 
dogs to guess what they may be 
thinking. He says he notices how a 

dog twitches while he sleeps and 
believes they have dreams also. 

Ollswang psychoanalyzes his 
own dog. Grade, a Norwegian 
Husky. “It is like having a friend 
with a drinking problem. Grade is 
an Ingmar Bergman type of dog 
who contemplates life behind sad 
big brown eyes and sighs at every- 
thing. He prefers to be with the 
pack," says Ollswang. 

Fedelio, his passive labrador re- 

triever is more Ollswang's child- 
like companion. “I like having 
someone to follow me around and 
obey," he says. He plays with 
Fedelio in his backyard for an hour 
every morning, setting up boards 
and bricks for her to jump and ex- 
ercise. 

Ollswang finds dogs more per- 
sonable than cats. "I'm allergic to 
them," he remarks. 

Poets to try 
for cash 
in contest 
A $1,000 grand prize will be 

awarded in the Poetry Competi- 
tion sponsored by the World of 
Poetry, a bi-monthly newsletter for 
poets. 

Poems of all styles and on any 
subject are eligible to compete for 
the grand prize or for 49 other 
cash or merchandise awards. 

Rules and entry forms are a- 
vailable from World of Poetry, 
2431 Stockton Blvd., Dept. B. 
Sacramento. Calif. 95817. 

Fri. 
WILL BARNES 
Country Swing 

Sat. 
THE HOTZ 

Sun. & Mon. 

SQUEEZE PLAY 

Tues. 

ROD PIAZZA & 
L.A. Midnight Groove 

HOUSE of RECORDS 
HALF PRICE SALE 

February 17 and 18 
Friday and Saturday 11:30 9:00 

All new and used records normally $2.49 
and less will be 

Half price 
all others 10% off 

($7.98 list) $4.99 
$3.99 

and less 

and less ($6.98 list) 

Good Deals Such as: 

3 $2.99 LP’s for $6.60 
New Sanford-Townsend $4#00 
"Duoglide” ^ 

Gary Wright $4.00 
"Touch and Gone” 

Regular Hours 
Mon-Thur & Sat 11:30-8:00 Fri 11:00 9;QQ Sunday 12-6 

LOWENBRAU 
Light & Dark 

MILLER ON TAP 
85c Pitcher $1.85 Large Pitcher 

GREAT LUNCHES! 

11 AM 7 PM 
HAPPY HOURS! 
Mon Thurs; 2-5 PM 

FRIDAY 2-6 PM 

TAvesfi 
JUST OFF FRANKLIN ACROSS FROM OREGON HALL 

1475 FRANKLIN 485-9274 

P Q (fn 1 O 

Thomson Motor’s 
Specializing in Triumph, 
Norton, BSA & Honda 

1858 E. 13th 
344-1224 


