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Rape victims get moral, legal help
Rape Crisis Network Opens

By KEITH NEAKRANS
Of the Emerald

Those who believe Eugene to
be a cozy crime-free community
might be disturbed to find that 51
rapes were reported in the city last
year.

That statistic may not be shock-
ing enough until one considers the
number of rapes that go unre-
ported. “It has been estimated
that 75 to 90 percent of all rapes
go unreported,” says Carla Kriis-
kila, a staff member for the newly
formed Rape Crisis Network
(RCN).

The RCN, which began opera-
tion last week, is a group of “advo-
cates' or counselors for rape vic-
tims. They lend moral support to
victims during the initial crisis of

rape.

Later, they lend advice on legal,
psychological and medical prob-
lems that arise from rape, as well
as supprting the victim in courtif a
legal process is in order.

The crisis of rape is something
often not given enough recogni-
tion, Kriiskila says. “When the
women first come to us they are
usually just holding on. We try to
lend the warm human support tha
one needs to get through such an
experience,” she says, adding
that advocates sometimes stay
up all night with victims until they
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“regain their composure.”

The RCN has six staff members
and 15 volunteer workers from the
community. The staff members
have five years of rape crisis
counseling between them as a
background for their work. So far,
the RCN has already been con-
tacted by six victims. “So far half
the women who have contacted
us have felt that they need this
extended help and they seem to

SAVE DURING BERG’S NINE DAY

MID-WINTER SALE!
SALE ENDS SATURDAY!

Hiking Boots & Work Boots

10% to 50% off!

Ski touring packs, day packs
and internal frame packs

10% to 35% of*!

Down Parkas
Snow Lion Ultimate down pa

20% to 25% off!

Deluxe Ghamois Shirts

30% off!

Pius many other savings, too! Sale ends
Saturday, Feb. 4th.
Shop Friday and Saturday 'til 9:00
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be doing quite well,” says Kriis-
kila.
Kriiskila feels the support given

by the RCN in the courtroom is
invaluable in helping the victim face
her attacker. “The courtroom ex-
perience is just about as harrow-
ing as the actual rape, according
to many rape victims,"” she notes.

Helping the victim in this man-

Drawing by Jim Payne

ner has contributed to getting
rape cases into the courthouse.
“In cities with organizations like
ours, the rate of prosecutions and
convictions has increased,” de-
clares Kriiskila.

She notes that the CRN has
some unique features.

Unlike similar organizations,
RCN volunteers get together
every few weeks to counsel each

Lake trip offered women

The LORE program of the Eugene Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is offering an overnight trip to Odell Lake for women age 17 and
older Tuesday and Wednesday. There will be cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing and relaxing in the lodge. The fee is $7. Transportation

and lodging are provided.

Register now at the Parks office, City Hall Il, 858 Peari St.
For more information call 687-5307.
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GARBAGE

GRINOER

"99.

(REG. § 250)

Y 1b. hamburger, ham, bacon,
fried egg, onion, tomato, etc.

5to 11 pm - SUNDAYS ONLY
440 COBURG RD.
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other. Kriiskila feels “It's really
easy to get burned out when you
get involved in a heavy personal
trauma like rape. Having the ad-
vocates work their feelings out
among themselves helps them
from taking their feelings out on
the rape victims.”

Another feature of the RCN is
the job of the two men who are on
the staff. They work with men who
have been sexually assaulted by
other males. They also work with
the male relatives of the rape vic-
tims.

“Men often aren't sure of how to
treat the victim after the rape,”
Kriiskila says. “If another mantells
them that it's all right to be gentie,
they are more likely to react that
way,” observes Kriiskila.

The RCN also has the goal of
eventually being able to work with
the rapists themselves. “Helping
the victims is only half the task,"”
Kriiskila says. “If we can help the
rapist overcome his problems we
won't have the victims to worry
about,” she says.

The RCN works in conjunction
with the Rape Interagency team.
The interagency team, which isn't
a counseling organization, con-
sists of Julie Rodenhouse of the
Eugene police department and
Sharon McGlinchey, a Lane
County deputy sheriff. Volunteers
interested in working with the
RCN can call 485-6700, which is
also the rape crisis line. The mail-
ing address is P.O. Box 5152,
Eugene 97405.

Israeli films
to be shown
in February

The Jewish Student Union will
present five Israeli movies this
month as part of its first annual
Israeli Film Festival. All films will
be shown in 177 Lawrence for $1
unless otherwise listed.

Monday, “Three Days and a
Child,” 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. For his
acting in this love story Oded Ko-
tler won first prize in the Cannes
Film Festival for his portrayal of
Eli, a student in Jerusalem.

Monday, Feb. 13 — “The Big
Dig,” 730 and 9:30 p.m. An es-
capee from a local insane asylum
“borrows” a digging compressor
and begins drilling in the middie of
Tel Aviv's main square in this sa-
tire of bureaucracy.

Monday, Feb. 20 — “Siegle,”
730 and 9:30 p.m. This drama
shows the slow and painful read-
justment of Israeli war-widows.

Tuesday, Feb. 28 — Double
Feature — “Stan Gets in Israel: A
Musical Odyssey,” 7:30 and
10:30 p.m. and “| Was Bom in
Jerusalem,” 8:30 p.m. Both fiims
will be shown in 150 Geology for
$1.

“Stan Getz” is a musical
documentary of the jazz sax-
ophonist with other local musi-
cians.

The second film depicts the his-
tory, personalities and contem-
porary lifestyles of Jerusalem.
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Friday, February 3, 1978
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