CSPA study
finds hustler
situation grim

By CHARLOTTE FOX
Of the Emerald

Visualize the downtown streets of Eugene on any
given night. Then picture a girl of about 15, illuminated by a
street light, on 6th Avenue. A man drives by, recognizes
her, and stops. She climbs into his car and disappears with
him. A half hour later, she's back on the street, a few more
dollars in her pocket.

According to Sheryll Burgess, a CSPA social work
senior who has spent the last six months studying the
prostitution situation in Eugene, the picture is pretty grim.
She estimates there are about 40 prostitutes in the city, and
three-fourths of them are under age 18.

Burgess says she's been interested in the world's
oldest profession since her adolescence in Spokane,
Washington. She says that she had known a few pimps
and even toyed with the idea of becoming a prostitute. “Of
course,” she adds, “as | grew up that idea changed.”

Now she wants to help prostitutes through what she
terms “preventative” work, helping to divert women who
may be on the verge of becoming hookers.

Besides being a full-time student, Burgess works at
the Christian Family Institute, a sheiter home here in
Eugene, where she first came into contact with prostitutes
sent there by Community Social Services.

Burgess says she's become friends with some of the
prostitutes, although they're still hesitant to give her infor-
mation necessary to continue her research.

“I'm not a legitimate part of their system,” she says.

Because the younger girls are at the bottom, Burgess
says they often den't make any money from their tricks, but
usually turn it over to their pimps in return for dinner or
maybe a new dress. “Many of the younger girls are in love
with their pimps,” she adds, “and willingly turn over all their
money.”

Burgess ' study has revealed that many of the girls are
not necessarily from the “lower west side of town."” She
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says many of the girls come from middle and upper class
families. Many of the girls still live at home, and their par-
ents don't know they're prostitutes, or don't know what to do
about it. Some live with their pimps, Burgess contends.

What makes a girl become a prostitute, especially at
12 or 13 years old? Burgess offers many reasons — primar-
ily emotional and physical needs the girls have that aren't
met at home or in school. She says some of the girls are
also attracted by the seemingly “glamorous” lifestyle.

Many of the girls Burgess has seen equate any atten-
tion with being loved and cared for. That is why many fall in
love with their pimps.

Burgess describes pimps as “charming and percep-
tive fellows, who can easily pick up on the needs of the
young girls.” She reports that most Eugene pimps have
only one or two prostitutes, so a pimp in this city can
maintain a relationship with his girl.

Before the city ordinance banning loitering in Eugene
for the purposes of prostitution was passed last October,
Burgess says many of the 15 pimps operating in the city
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would practice “active recruitment” by hanging out in the
mall, at discos or at the fairgrounds. However, she says the
ordinance has made that practice a little tougher, and some
pimps have left town.

The customers are responsible for prostitution, in
Burgess' opinion.

Being a supporter of prostitution is expensive. “From
what | understand, the girls here don't have to take less
than $35 per trick if they don't want to,” Burgess says.

Burgess thinks the recent city ordinance did not al-
leviate the prostitution problem, it just made it less visible.
Most of the community is not aware of the extent of the
problem.

Burgess wants to set up a long term outreach program
with those people involved in the prostitution world. We'd
like to give the girls an alternative before they enter the
profession.

- “ldon't want to be a social bandage,” she says. “It's
important to maintain community interest and support. The
problem’s big, but | think it's still manageable.”

Boe: Energy will be key legislative issue

By KARL KOERPER
Of the Emerald

Assuring that he's not given up on educa-

tional finance reform after the defeat of his.

"safety net’ proposal, Senate President
Jason Boe stressed 'that energy concerns
will be the key issue in the next legislative
session.

Boe, D-Reedsport, spoke before the
Lane County Labor forum Friday.

Raising the question of whether there is
a true energy shortage or one just cont-
rived, Boe said, “| happen to believe that we
are facing an imminent crisis in energy.” He
also noted that the energy issue has been a
victim of “extreme rhetoric”” from both
sides.

Asking where the Northwest would get its
power in coming years, he countered criti-
cism of his non-support for raising the
aluminum industry's rates, saying that the
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ART ED MAJORS: if you have 11-1 free, you can
gain invaluable experience or do your practicum in

AN ELDERLY PERSON NEEDS A FRIEND . ..
YOU may be the one. Eam 1-5 CSPA credits

resulting loss ui juus 1s a key consideration.

"Jobs can be taken away from us and can
be located in different areas of this country,
and even more seriously, can be located in
different countries,” warned Boe.

Although some people are worried about
the state's electricity rates, Boe said that,
“comparatively, Oregon's rates are still
among the lowest in the country.

He pointed out New Yorkers pay $95 for
1,000 kilowats of power, while Portlanders
pay $25 for the same amount and Euge-
neans pay only $15. However, Boe warns
the benefit enjoyed by the Northwest is vul-
nerable.

“The greatest danger to the entire
Northwest lies not in bills but in Congress
looking at those same figures. It causes
them to cast covetous looks upon this most
tremendous natural resource that we have
in the Northwest and that is our hydroelec-

tric power system,” he said.

Boe next turned his attention to a dispute
between the City of Portland and the Bon-
neville Power Administration, (BPA). Port-
land, served by a private energy utility, was
denied priority status as a customer by BPA
because that power is reserved for areas
served by public utility districts. Boe ap-
plauded a recent move by the state
Emergency Board to deny Portland funding
to finance its suit.

“Any lawsuit that will reduce the power
bills for any other area by the use of that
‘change in the preference clause’ is going to
be paid for by the people of Eugene and the
people of Springfield and the people of
every public utility district in this state,” he
claimed.

Turning to the issue of nuclear power,
Boe said it could serve as a stopgap meas-
ure until alternative energy technologies
are divised.
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“It's (nuclear energy) neither the end of
the world nor the salvation of the future. It's
simply one tool, and we've got to decide
whether to use that tool until our technology
develops alternate energy sources. | think
we have to use that tool for a while.”

The solution to the Northwest energy
problem, according to Boe, “is a regional
approach on an equitable basis” for the
distribution and pricing of energy.

Boe concluded that the energy crunch
could be resolved only if, “we seek an
area-wide accomodation that is fair to
everybody."

Responding to a question on his future
political plans, Boe said he, as well as
everybody else, is awaiting the political de-
cision of former Gov. Tom McCall. Boe said
he is not interested in a fourth-district con-
gressional race against Jim Weaver, but is
considering both the U.S. Senate and
gubenatorial races.

Shang’s Trivia:

through ESCAPE. Great opportunity for CSPA ma-
jors! Great opportunity for anycne! See us today at
327 EMU or call 686-4351 and ask flor
Allen. @ 0374827

LEARN TO
TUTOR

Eam 24 upper division credits for
tutoring al the Leaming Resources Center.
Tutors are needed in mos! academic areas

including:

the NOON ACTIVITIES at Cascade and Shasta
Junior Highs. We have special needs in STAINED
GLASS, MOBILES, and QUILTING, RUN to the
ESCAPE office 327 EMU or call X4351 TODAY and
we'll set you up for your best experience this
term! 03709:1-24

MM: What a happy weekend memory — let's enjoy
it and others forever. Love MW 123

HEY EVERYONE! We need a person who knows a
lot about the University 1o operate the Information
and Grievance Center. Apply Suite 4 EMU betore 5
p.m. Wed. Jan. 25. Call for more information—

SUAB x3728 (yes, it's paid) 03732:1-25

15¢ GLASS
BEER BUST

MONTY’S PIZZA
Monday-Friday at 9

p.m.
Get started earlty — It's upped 5¢ every ¥
hourl

03699:1-25

the milk will be dried up.

SHANG DRAPERS

DISCOUNT CLOTHING

In Europe when a gypsy women dies in childbirth, she is
buried with an egg under each arm to prevent the
vampires from feeding on her milk. When the egg is bad,
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COMPUTER SCIENCE East 13th Ave. 03728:1-24 try
Po:g'enm . PREGNANT? YOU HAVE A FRIEND AT BIRTH- SELF-STOR r !
ATeTicS hancy lest Cal 6878681 | 005744 incviua oo
o o e i REGISTER NOW!
heated.
Gain valuable experience and learn 9 Call 344-2710  West 11th and Berteisen Rd.
o3 TINO’S o . . |
e mga A variety of experiences are available through
LEARNING ITALIAN INVITE YOUR BIG BROTHER/BIG SISTER PROGRAM
RESOURCES FOOD EXCEPTIONAL FRIENDSHIP PROGRAM
CENTER Bt you i know tht, besides ur G DAD SWIM INSTRUCTION FOR THE HANDICAPPED
qe sk S b S S s e 2k N e
268 CGOBNB.D3C2);‘6HALL st o gotou o ,m* st aop 1:_ Now S et v w021 Credit available - for more 1_:1%1’1;1;;1511. call the YWCA office -
03719:1-27 night on Sunday, 3428111, 036021 D . 636-4440. J

Oregon Daily Emerald

Page 11

e s Tt i I T T i e v 2T

S S S S ——,— — R

R T —

T



