
The Belle of Amherst 

Intimate views of a vibrant woman 
Actually, The Belle of Amherst 

is not so much a play, in the clas- 
sical sense, as it is an evening 
spent with a new friend. Although 
the play covers Dickinson’s life 
from 1845 to shortly before her 
death in 1886, the format is that of 
a tea party. We, the audience, 
r 

amusing and sometimes quite 
deeply touching stories about her 
brother Austin and her beloved 
father. There were moments in 
this production of true beauty. 

All of which was carried off quite 
well by actress Lauris and her 
producer/director husband 

have been invited to the Dickinson 
household in Amherst, Mass., for 
tea and cake. 

Priscilla Lauris, who plays Emily 
Dickinson in this one-woman 
show, invites us into her home, 
rather nervously because, you 
understand, she has been called a 
rather reclusive woman and 
sometimes even crack-brained by 
the more scandal-minded folk of 
Amherst. She makes direct eye 
contact with us for most of the 
evening as she tells about her life 
in a monologue taken directly from 
her letters and poems. 

The small stage (tastefully clut- 
tered about with several pieces of 
very authentic looking furnish- 
ings) and the limited seating in the 
house (only around 100 seats are 

available) lend themselves well to 
the intimacy the production wants. 
Even the back row is not far from 
the stage and thus even there one 
feels comfortably ensconced in 
Dickinson’s sitting room. 

Emily Dickinson was a vibrant, 
incisive woman who made her 
own choices in life and was, on the 
whole, quite satisfied with them. 
Playwright William Luce has put 
together a production which re- 
veals Dickinson’s warmth, human- 
ity and humor. He has included her 
comments on orthodox religion 
in nature; her moving disappoint- 
ments with not having her poems 
published; along with some in- 
teresting poems concerning fame; 
her celebration of the joy of sol- 
itude ("alone, but not lonely”); and 
her thoughts concerning her fam- 
ily, especially some lovely, often 

George Lauris. 
Priscilla Lauris was every bit the 

bright, bubbling, enthusiastic and 
thoughtful woman she was por- 
traying. Her performance was 

very precise and technically well- 
structured but underlined by a 

thorough understanding of who 
Emily Dickinson was. 

The play calls for the actress to 
run quite a gamut of emotions 
which Lauris also managed with 
agility. Needless to say, I for one 
was very much impressed with 
Priscilla Lauris’ creation and was 

completely wrapped up in Emily 
Dickinson’s world. 

George Lauris’ direction was 
also very tight and smooth. So 
much so in fact that I was almost 
unaware of a director’s hand in the 
performance except in retrospect. 
Theater is, to be sure, an actor’s 
medium, but I have yet to see an 
actor alone achieve the precision 
which many of the moments in this 
production possessed. 

A few elements of the produc- 
tion did bother me though. Chief 
among these was the lighting. 
Granted the technical facilities at 
the art gallery are rather limited for 
a theatrical production, but it 
seems to me that something a lit- 
tle more imaginative could have 
been done with it. I was too much 
aware of shadows and the colors 
were unnatural for the approach of 
the play. 

Also, it took me a while to get 
into the production because of 
what I took at the time to be an 

inconsistency. Almost at the be- 
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CHINA BLUE RESTAURANT 
Featuring: 

Sweet and Sour Pork 
Sliced lean pork, dipped in batter and fried and sauteed with Sweet 

and Sour sauce. 

$4.85 Hours 
Mon Thurs 10 to 10 

Fri. 10 to 11 
Sat. 5 to 11 
Sun 5 to 10 

China Blue 
879 E. 13th Ave. 

343-2832 

ginning of the play, Dickinson 
says that her age is now 53, while 
on stage before me was a much 
younger looking and sounding 
woman. 

Although I later began to be- 
lieve we were actually being 
asked to view the spirit of the 
woman rather than the flesh, I am 

still unsure on this point. However, 
it only bothered me for about as 

long as it is taking you to read this 
because I was quickly swept up in 
Lauris' performance and the 
words she spoke. 

The Belle of Amherst is an ex- 
cellent evening of theater. See it 
and be moved. George and Pris- 
cilla Lauris, I raise my hat to you. 

The play continues tonight 
through Sunday night and next 
Thursday through Sunday at 
Maude Kerns Art Center, 15th and 
Villard. Curtain time is 8:30 p.m. 
except for Sunday’s at 6:30 p.m. 
The house and a wine and soft 
drink bar open 45 minutes before 
the curtain. 

Tickets are $4 and may be 
purchased at Backstage Dan- 
cewear and Theatrical Supply or 
at the door. A special student rush 
is offered today and Sunday, in 
which any remaining tickets will be 
sold for one half price at the door 
at 825 p.m. both nights only. Stu- 
dents must show proper I.D. 
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David Young 
Of all the colors I’ve seen, 
None reached and felt my eye 
Like the soft dissonant jazz 
David painted for me. 

He built me a patchwork car 
From scraps along the road. 
I ride over and over 

Each day I run alone. 

The rest of us have shared words, 
But not color. 
Grey and green and brown 
The last path in autumn 
He and I ran. 

Trees can’t count the days. 

Jeff Baird 

Pent ax Power! 
Pentax K1000 
Easy handling. Great pictures. 
Priced so low you’ll think it’s hot. 

• Enjoy fine 35mm photgraphy at the cost of a 

good pocket camera. 
• Shutter speeds from 1 second to an action- 

stopping 1/1000th second. 
• Accepts full system of interchangeable Pentax 

bayonet mount lenses. 

SMC Pentax-M 135mm f/3.5 
• Well-balanced and lightweight, medium Tele- 

photo 
• built-in collapsible lens hood 
• 21/2 inches long, weighs less than 10 oz 

• covers an 18 degree field of view 
• 5-group, 5 element construction 
• focuses to 5 feet 
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