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McCall: a crafty

The race for the Republican Oregon priny
-ymbrm.m”m
fikely 10 be one of the most exciting political
races tacing the voters in May, 50 far seems 10
hinge on one question: is the inimitable Tom
WMcCall, who served as govermor two CONsecy-
five fous-year terms beginning in 1966, going 10
run for office again?

in most of the news siones featuring the
other candidates for the Fepublican contest in
the primary, the question has been piayed
down by the candidates. Most of them say
McCall won'l matter o their campaign, and they
tend %o down-play McCall's chances for the of-
fioe

The two strongest contenders for the Re-
publican side of the govemor's race — Stale
Senator Vic Atiyeh of Portiand and State Rep-
resentaiive Roger Martin of Lake Oswego —
say the publiic is fired of oid-style poiitics; they
muman-rmmecmm
Bob (Straub) show.”

But judging by the pervasiveness of the
question of McCal's candidacy, McCall is at
least one of the biggest question marks of this
campaign. That question is keeping him at the
front of the voter's minds.

¥, indeed. McCall is planning to run for
‘govemor, and we thirk he is, he is piaying his
cards exactly right and showing the kind of pclit-
hind the govemor's desk.

McCall presently works as a television
commentator in Portiand, 2 job that not only
keeps his income roling in, but keeps his face in
front of the public. However, the moment he
officially files for poliical office, he must by law
resign his commentating because of a confiict
of interest. if he files, the only way he'll get his
face on television afier that is 10 either pay for
advertising or be the subject of news stones.

McCall, again with his impeccable sense of
timing, recently published with a co-author an
aulobiography called “Tom McCall: Maverick.”
The book was published in 1977, and McCall

nonetheless, his Sming is perfeci.

McCall's stalements 80 far about the
govemor's race indicate no more than a “ser.
ous consideration” for the race. Otherwise he
has remained silent. He has said nothing. Byt
by remaining silent, he has managed 10 make
his candidacy the most talked about thing
among the voters.

McCal still has time on his side_ The dead-
fine for filing for office is April 15. So he can st
tantaiize the voters for awfiile, a0 with a crafy
sense of timing, he may pop info the campaign
at a crucial ime. By bursting into the campaign.
he may come out strong on the issues at 2 tme
when the only issue seems 10 be whether or not
McCall will run. That would be a2 prece of poiit-
cal finesse 10 behoid.

in spite of the efforts of other candidates to
hoid the public aitenBion: with issues, the pubiic
seems more concemed with McCall. So far,
Martin has said that the public is fired of Straub
(which may be true) and of McCall fwhich is
something no one can be sure of yet) But
McCall is making sure that no one does get tired
of him. Martin is promising 10 “shake things up”
in the govemnor’s office, including the promise of
a 20 percent cut in bureaiscracy, a move that is
not only uniikely but unwise. in Oregon, where
the population is rising and with it the need for
services, 20 percent of a bureaucracy is a lot of
bureaucracy 10 do without. Martin may damage
his credibility by promising such a cut.

Atiyeh, on the same hand, crilicizes the
administration of the govemor's office for the
past three administrations, but concentrates his
aftacks more on Straub than on McCall. He also
tends to keep more with issues such as the
economy, energy, and crime. But even in
Afiyeh's campaign the question, which mus! be
bothersome 10 Aliyeh, is whether or not McCall
will run. At the outset of his campaign, he sad
he would bring Straub under “close scrutiny.

But the clever McCall is playing his cards
beautifully, and if he does run he will give both
Atiyeh and Martin, as well as the other candi-

appeared in Eugene in December 0 autograph ~ dates, something to contend with.
copies of the book. McCall may not have in- Even if you don't like McCall's politics, you
tended 10 use the book as a campaign ploy, but  have to admire his political strategy.
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