pac-8

Can someone final

UCLA just keeps on winning -
and it just might do it again

By DAN LINDAHL
Emerald Sports Editor

The obituary was written, the
coffin ready and the grave dug. All
that remained was for UCLA to
quietly lie down and expire, leav-
ing the Pacific-8 basketball title to
someone other than the Bruins for
the first time since the Civil War.

1o go against that kind of heritage.
But if the Bruins' time has come,
it will be a matter of one team ris-
ing up and playing well itself, not
UCLA collapse.
main problem of
Northwest schools is
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Harter, whose clubs have
beaten UCLA three consecutive
times but still don't own a Pacific-8

too,” said Harter.

OSU's Miller agrees with the
simple, but sticky problem.

“UCLA can always be beaten,
but the question is can they be
beaten enough,” said Miller. “The
rest of the conference has failed at
that in the last four or five years.”

One factor lending to UCLA's
appearance of vulnerability is the
absence of a dominating center
from its ranks. No longer is there a
Lew Alcindor or Bill Walton pres-
ent to patrol the key. However, the
rest of the league is without a

the lack of great centers, though.

“You have to understand what
puople think when they mean
weak centers. Sure, we don't have
a guy the caliber of a Walton, Jab-
ber or even James Edward from
Washington,” said Miller. “All of

and he couldn't put the ball in the
m-"

Of the returning centers,
California’s Tom

shocked that they weren't picked
as a“eorundot in the publica-

Miller agreed with Raveling.

“| said all along that Cal has got
the best opportunity to beat
UCLA," said Miller. “They started
slow but came on very strong at
the end of the season.”
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Oregon Coach Dick Harter who will be among the Pac-8 coaches cheering for UCLA losses.

spite the weakening of UCLA's
position, they have always been a
virtually unanimous favorite to win
the league.

“UCLA should be the favorite
because they have as much, if not
more, talent than the rest of the
league,” remarked Miller. “It’s true
that they had a bad recruiting
m_.'btnmlastﬂraamm'tso

“UCLA has to be the strong
favorite,” agreed Harter.

Also a factor in UCLA's favor is
“the youth and inexperience pres-
ent in the :

“They (UCLA) don’t know what
rest of us, | think, are going to find
wt-”

- 60% OFF

the retail price of selected items
(sale lasts until Jan. 14)

HIKE Le VILLAGE
reg. $28.95

sae priced
$19.95

ATHLETIC DEPARTVENT

Original WIXE bsadquarters

We have every MKE ma

After Cal, the Bruins are the OSU lost Steve Johnson,
most experienced team in the Oregon Greg Ballard, Washington
league. And while UCLA has Edwards, and WSU Harold
David Greenwood returning, most  Rhodes.
of the other Pacific-8 schools are “This year is going to be a tough
without their guns of a year ago. (Continued on Page 7B)

HEAR YE! HEAR YE'!

Read all about the 1939 Wandering Webfoots
becoming National Basketball Champs !

With basketball mania at a fevered pitch, does it
seem so strange that we are now peddling these posters?
Just think, for every Classified ad you place at 300
EMU, you get one of these full-sized posters FREE.
Send one to a friend, wallpaper your commode. They're
suitable for wrapping fish and housebreaking puppies,
and they’ll also go well under that old chair you've

decided to paint.
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