MECAhA director hopes for activism

By MARY BETH ALLEN
Of the Emerald

“I want MEChA to come out of its dark hole and
be more than a social organization,” says Raymond
Herrera, the newly appointed director of the Chicano
student organization.

“The last couple of years, membership (in
MEChA) has dropped,” Herrera says, and
“MECNhHA . . .has lost standing. It hasn't been as vocal
as it used to be.”

MEChHhA stands for Movimiento Estudiante
Chicano de Aztian, which translates as the Chicano
Student Movement from Aztlan.

Aztlan refers to the Southwest area of the United
States, which was originally under Mexican domin-
ion. Herrera estimates 40 Chicano students are on
the University campus.

Herrera was born in Texas. His family moved to
Oregon from that state and settled in the Woodburn
area. He attended Portland State University and be-
came active in several political campaigns.

Herrera then took a break from schooling to
work for the Oregon State Employment Division,
specializing in migrant seasonal workers.

This is Herrera's first year in Eugene and he is
enrolled in the University as a double major in CSPA

and political science. He alsc works as a counselor at
the Center for Self-Development.

Herrera does not intend to be inhibited in his ac-
tions just because he is a newcomer to campus
politics. “MEChA is not going to be a puppet of the
ASUQ,” he stresses.

“The principal goal of MEChA is to assist
Chicano students in adjusting to a traditionally white
university,” Herrera continues. “We're more than a
social group — we're socio-political. Our goal is to
get more Chicano students involved in University
affairs and those affairs relating to Chicanos as a
whole."

Herrera said recruiting the state's Chicano popu-
lation to the University is one of his primary goals.

“We're Oregon’s largest minority, and there are
many more Blacks than Chicanos here at the Univer-
sity,” he said.

“There are a number of out-of-state Chicanos at
this school, but I've seen very few from the heart of
the Willamette Valley, where most of the Chicano
population resides.”

Herrera also intends to “unify Chicanos and
work with them in recruitment and in academic coun-
seling.”

MEChA is a “resource center for Chicanos and
people who want to learn about Chicano culture,” he
says.

Raymond Herrera, MEChA's new director, wants the organization to
be more vocal in campus affairs and more active in recruiting Oregon
Chicanos.

Theater sponsors
winter term abroad

Record Sale
$1.99 and up

pop, classical jazz, folk, rolk, etc.

Books by the Pound
1 Ib. for 35¢

a wide variety to choose from.

The University Theater is spon-
soring a “Quarter Abroad,” with a
total course of study and exposure
to the arts of London, England,
during winter term of 1978.

A group of courses available in
the “quarter abroad” will integrate
academic study with first-hand
experience of the arts available in
London.

Regular attendance at perform-
ing arts events, as well as nine to
18 credit hour study will be open to
University graduates or under-
graduates.

Faber Dechaine, University
speech professor, arranged the
events after consulting with a
friend and former drama student
of his who is living in London. He
says 18 to 25 students will be ac-
cepted to go to London.

Housing for the term will be in a

“standard bed and breakfast”
hotel nct far from London's theater
district, Dechaine says.

Daily seminars in a private con-
ference room at the hotel will aliow
students to study upcoming plays
and events and listen to guest
speakers, actors and directors.
Students will attend 37 performing
arts events, including plays,
operas, ballets, concerts and
museums, according to De-
chaine.

An “open seminar” will be ar-
ranged for the final two weeks of
the term to enable students to tour
London on their own.

The total cost of a “Quarter Ab-
road” will be about $2,650, which
includes transportation.

Anyone interested in joining this
study group for winter term should
contact Dechaine at the University
Theater, or call #4205.
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Special Notice

No Need to Mail Coupon

Free JKeepsake

Wedding Booklet

can be picked up at

Don’s Jewelers Keepsake Corner
Valley River Center

This beautiful color brochure contains
complete information on planning your entire
wedding. And Don’s helpful staff is always
ready to serve you. Student Accounts welcome.

\

Posters
starting at 59¢

in the basement sales area

Prices good thru October 26, 1977 while supplies iast.

13th & Kincaid

8:15-5:30 i

10:00-2:00

4

Weekend Special

An inexpensive way to have wheels for a weekend...rent a car from
Kendall Ford. Pick up your new Pinto or Fiesta Friday afternoon and
return it Monday morning. The first 100 miles are free...and just 8 cents
for each additional mile. This incredible $19.95 Weekend Special is for
Pinto or Fiesta...but Kendall features a com-
plete line of full-size Ford rental cars. You

_must be 21 years of age for insurance pur- $I9 95
poses, hold a valid drivers license and current &
Student Body Card.

342-215I

Kendall Ford-Valley River Center

Oregon Daily Emerald

Page 3



