
Work begins to facilitate handicapped needs 
New Alert director mobilizes students 
everyone nas proDiems, right? 

But imagine being assigned text- 
books and not knowing how you 
are going to get them — not be- 
cause of incredibly long lines or 
because your instructor under- 
ordered — but because you can't 
get up a flight of stairs in a wheel- 
chair. 

Or how about being unable to 
get athletic tickets because 
MacArthur Court provides seating 
arrangements for only two wheel- 
chairs? The list could go on and 
it’s not hypothetical. 

This is the time for persons in- 
terested in the issue of accessibil- 
ity for the handicapped to explain 

dents during new student week 
and designing a newsletter speci- 
fically designed for handicapped 
students. 

While much is being accomp- 
lished, several crucial problems 
have arisen. Ferguson says he 
needs feedback. “We have to 

reach students who may not want 
to be labeled ‘handicapped’ or 
have anything to do with our 

group,” explains Ferguson. "But 
they are the most important peo- 
ple when it comes to petitions and 
votes. I see the disabled speaking 
for themselves as a very important 
step and one I hope to promote." 
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their problems and offer sugges- 
tions. As Chapter 504 of the Fed- 
eral Rehabilitation Act of 1973 be- 
gins to be implemented, evalua- 
tion of "transition plans" by Uni- 
versity personnel with the assis- 
tance of persons, including the 
handicapped is required by the 
Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare 

Dave Rowe at the University 
physical plant confirms that the 
priority order for building modifica- 
tions will be finished within six 
weeks 

All University programs in the 
state must be made acces- 
sible to the handicapped by Au- 
gust 2 unless physical building 
changes are necessary. By De- 
cember, a "transition plan to 

change buildings must be ready 
and a self-evaluation considering 
all necessary changes must be 
finished and on file in every educa- 
tional institution which relies on 
federal funds by next June 

Many people at the University 
are now working to meet these 
goals Harold Babcock, physical 
plant director, Dave Rowe and 
Dan Valentine, planning consul- 
tants will soon report to Myra Wil- 
lard, state affirmative action of- 
ficer and sec. 504 coordinator. 

Art Mancl, director of campus 
and building planning for the 
Oregon State System of Higher 
Education, and Melinda Grier, 
compliance officer, have visited 
every major building at state uni- 
versities to obtain an overall view 
of the project and developed a 

total cost estimate of $5.3 million. 

Dan Ferguson, director of Alert, an 
ASUO program serving hand- 
icapped, is planning orientation 
sessions for handicapped stu- 

The Alert newsletter will first 
appear next week and Ferguson 
hopes he can begin to develop a 

formal link of communication bet- 
ween his group and handicapped 
students. He is trying to form a 

mailing list, although the registrar 
and admissions office can't legally 
give him the addresses of hand- 
icapped people. 

Ferguson estimates his mailing 
list will consist of 20 or 25 names 
and that there are 50 more stu- 
dents that should probably re- 

ceive a copy of the newsletter. 

Another problem is funding. 
After the $5.3 million estimate was 

presented to the legislature, 
$100,000 was authorized under 
the capital construction budget to 
begin accessability for the hand- 
icapped 

"This identifies the attitude of 
the legislators, saysMand. "Now 
we know that this is something we 

should pursue further. We can 

continue planning and begin 
some simple projects.' 

And then there is the more elu- 
sive problem of attitude. "Why is 
the back door accessible?" asks 
Ferguson. "Because the delivery 
man can t carry 200 pounds of raw 

meat up the stairs to the re- 

frigerator in the EMU. He con- 
tinues, "The Back Door Plan is a 
house joke as well as the tradi- 
tional attitude 

Mand and Grier concern them- 
selves with the question “what is 
'front door accessibility' as op- 
posed to back door accommoda- 
tions'?" when visiting campuses 
and talking with handicapped 
people. 

“It's an attitude, says Mancl. 
"The real difficulty is that we tend 
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to act only in areas tnat we under- 
stand or are familiar with. Most 
people are afraid of the unknown.” 
Grier adds, “If people don’t have 
to see it, they don’t have to identify 
with it.” Both agree that the issue 
of accessibility for the handicap- 
ped also questions society’s 
stereotypes of physical beauty. 

The “Back Door Plan” is readily 
exemplified. For instance, the lib- 
rary has back door accommoda- 
tions but no front door or side door 
access. Both Ferguson and Mancl 
would like to see this changed. 

Ferguson plans to reassess 
which buildings are now accessi- 
ble and which rooms may need to 
be changed for specific courses. 
He explains that it is advantage- 
ous for Alert to have a director 
working in the summer and that 
this is the first summer it has had 
one. 

“The handicapped students 
either make it or break it that first 
term,” says Ferguson. “It takes 
them a lot longer to do the same 

things you and I can do, things like 
finding a place to live, adjusting to 
being on the campus for the first 
time, and finding out where to go 
when they need something.” 

With the newsletter and orienta- 
tion for handicapped students, 
Ferguson hopes to make this 
transition easier. But he adds that 
he again needs feedback from 
these students themselves con- 

cerning not only what their survi- 
val needs are but which issues 
they think should be acted upon. 

Alert hopes to hold a wheelchair 
Olympics at the University track in 
the spring. Eugene is more centr- 
ally located in the northwest, than 
is Seattle where the only wheel- 
chair Olympics sanctioned by the 
National Wheelchair Athletic As- 
sociation is held. “The tartan track 
is excellent for wheelchairs, 
comments Ferguson, “and ath- 
letes who have tried it think it is a 

place where potentially a lot of re- 
cords could be broken. 

Being handicapped can mean 

anything from being pregnant to 
being blind and in some cases the 
handicap is not even a visible one, 
such as a heart problem or learn- 
ing disability. In 1961 standards 
for accessibility to the handicap- 
ped were first developed by the 
American National Standards In- 
stitute (ANSI). 

Both the attitudes of handicap- 
ped people and people who are 
not labeled "handicapped" have 
isolated those who need help. 
Says Grier, “Maybe we are all 
handicapped in some way or 

another. We only label the more 

obvious." 

EMU Food Service 
BEER GARDEN 

TODAY 3-6 pm 
EMU Dining Room 

Free Popcorn & Entertainment: 

JEFF DOUGLAS 

12 oz. glass 350 
Beer Sausage 500 

Hot Dogs 500 
Pitchers $1.50 
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New Alert director Dan Ferguson will head up the ASUO program 
serving handicapped students. 

There will be a meeting of a task 
force to evaluate the University's 
compliance with Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act, which for- 
bids discrimination against the 
handicapped in education and 
employment. The meeting will be 

held today at 4 p.m. in Room 472 
Oregon Hall. Any person in- 
terested in assisting with the self- 
evaluation please contact the Of- 
fice of Affirmative Action, Ext. 
3123. 
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NIKE ELITE IS HERE 
and was ranked No. 1 in the world in the 

racing flat category by Runners World. 

Come in and visit with 
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Saturday 10:00 -11:30. 

ATHLETIC DEPT. 
Original NIKE Headquarters 

10th & Olive — downtown in the Atrium 
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