Breezeway bicycle hassle nearing solution

By E.G. WHITE-SWIFT
Of the Emerald

The tesrror of the EMU tunnels
may soon be over.

Pedestrians attempting to
negotiate the EMU breezeway
from the basement print shop to
Baskin-Robbins should have
some relief from cruising bicycles
in the near future. The Campus
Planning Committee (CPC) is
nearing completion of plans to
slow bicycles, which should give
pedestrians at least an even
chance when crossing bicycle
alley.

The CPC has been looking for
an immediate safety fix for the
hazardous area at the request of
the EMU Board. Pedestrians have
complained the area in and
around the tunnels is unsafe at
any speed.

“In reality, the breezeway or
walkway beneath the EMU is a
defacto bike route,” explained
Frank Anderson, head of a Trans-
portation Subcommittee of the
CPC and a University mathema-
tics professor. "It is the only real
link for east-west bicycle traffic
around the EMU."

At a Tuesday joint-meeting of
CPC Transportation and Design-
Review Subcommittees, Ander-

son said the non-stop bicycle traf-
fic builds up speed on the brick
slopes that lead into the tunnels.
Peak speed is reached in the nar-
rows, where the unwary pedes-
trian is likely to be surprised by the
unstoppable two-wheelers.

Anderson's subcommittee has
been investigating methods to re-
duce critical bicycle-pedestrian
conflicts since the University re-
leased about $1,000to correct the
worst areas identified in a trans-
portation study last year. After a
few meetings, the yield barrels
were put in place on Agate Street
where the 14th Avenue bicycle
path crosses without warning
signs. As a result, no additional
car-bicycle accidents have been
reported.

"Bicyclists were alerted of the
dangerous Agate intersection be-
fore they reached the crossing,”
Anderson stated, "helping to re-
duce speeds in the area. We
would like to slow down bicyclers
in the tunnels of EMU, too.”

At Tuesday's meeting, the sub-
committees discussed three pos-
sible solutions to the tunnel
nightmare. A proposal that would
have imposed barriers to force
bicyclists to walk their bikes was
ruled impossible, as the area is
well established as a bike route.
The CPC has no funds for en-
forcement, which is the only way
the plan would work.

The Transportation Subcom-
mittee’s plan is to segregate bicy-
cles and pedestrians, allowing
each group its own well-marked
tunnel. Robert Harris, CPC chair-
man and dean of the architecture
school, summarized committee
members' concern that channeli-
zation might create problems of its
own.

“There may be some as-
sociated safety problems,” he
said, “as individual lanes may not
allow enough access for bicycles
to pass. In addition, exclusive
lanes may even increase bicycle
speeds through the bicycle-only
side of the breezeway."

Harris cautioned against “de-
signing in twenty problems just to
design out one problem. With the
limited funds we have to use to
create solutions, we need to find
answers that won't create addi-
tional problems or costs down the
road."

A new proposal presented at
Tuesday’s meeting would see the
installation of wooden ballards or
posts leading into the breezeway
areas. The ballards would blend in
with the bricks better than white-
striped lines. They would include
cautions to slow down bicyclists
late for a class across campus.

The subcommittees plan to hold
another joint meeting to finalize a

joint proposal. The final proposal
would still have tc be presented to

Union challenges meal price hike

The University may be lorced to
reimburse student food service
workers for a price hike in student
employe meals implemented last
May.

Herrick a!so recommended that
the University be ordered to bar-
gain with tho American Federation
of State, County and Municipal
Employes (AFSCME) on this
issue. AFSCME local 1893 is the
representative union for student
part-time food service workers.

Christine Herrick, attorney ex-
aminer for the Employment Rela-
tions Board (ERB), has recom-
mended that student food service
workers be reimbursed for the 25
cent price hike, with six per cent
interest, for meals purchased
since the day the price hike went

into effect.

The University has filed objec-
tions to Herrick's recommenda-
tions. The ERB will make a final
decision after holding a hearing in
February.

Jack Condliffe, AFSCME local
1893 president, said the price hike
was "an illegal, unilateral change
of working conditions.” According
to law, a change of work condi-
tions must be discussed and ag-
reed upon with the representative
union, explained Condliffe.

Condliffe added that federal
precedent states that discount on
the retail price of a product for em-
ployes is a mandatory bargaining
item. He also pointed out Oregon
State iaw states that direct or indi-
rect monetary benefits are bar-
gaining items.

General Faculty to meet

The University General Faculty meets today in 150 Geology. Items
on the agenda include a notice of motion to be introduced by marketing
professor John Wish calling for establishment of the early semester
system throughout the University. Currently only the School of Law
operates under such a system, with its first semester beginning in
August and concluding in December and its second semester begin-
ning in January and concluding in May.
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Reuben Sandwich

Daily Hot Sandwich Specials

at the

EMU Cafeteria Gnill

Monday—Reuben

Tuesday— Monte Carlo
Wednesday—Farmer's Brunch
Thursday—Patty Melt g
Friday—Fishwich

Asst. Atty. Gen. William
Hoelscher, representing the Uni-
versity in this case, says the
specific price of the meals is not a
working condition. Historical pre-
cedent, he says, has been a 40
per cent discount of retail price.
With rising costs, Hoelscher says
the new price of 75 cents per meal
is a 40 per cent discount.

Hoelscher also said the union
(AFSCME) never asked to bar-
gain on this issue during last
spring’s contract negotiations be-
fore filing an unfair labor practice.
He called this “bad-faith bargain-
ing.

Condliffe explained with ERB
agent Herrick concurring, that all
contract proposals had to be on
the bargaining table before
negotiations began. After consult-
ing the ERB mediator, Condliffe
concluded he could not present
the meal ticket issue as a bargain-
ing proposal.

Condliffe said his only alterna-
tive was to file an unfair labor prac-
tice. Condliffe believes this par-
ticular issue ‘reflects the
University's general failure to deal
with the union.”

the complete Campus Planning
Committee, meet the general ap-
proval of the EMU Board, and re-
ceive a funding allocation from

University Pres. William Boyd.

Drawng by Gdbert Oneta

Until the planners work out all
the kinks, bicyclists should try to
relieve some of the tunnel terror
by slowing down in the breezeway

your skis.

=HEY,
THERE’S SNOW!

SO THIS WEEK
WE HOT-WAX
YOUR SKIS
FREE!

All of us at Berg's are excited about the snow,
and we want to help you have a good time. How
can waxing add to the good times and the fun?
Waxed skis offer better glide, smoother runs, and
ski bases that don't grab or stick. The hot-wax
process applies a smooth, even coat that lubri-
cates, as well as protects the bottom surface of

SO — begin your season with a smooth start —
come in, and we'll hot-wax your skis FREE!! (It's
a regular $2.00 service)!

SKIERS. ..

— One pair per customer.

NOTE: Offer good this week, (Jan. 10 thru 15), only at our 13th
and Lawrence store (that's where our hot-wax machine is). Limit

Ptione 343-0014

Berg’s fKl Shops

13th & Lawrence - Two Locations - 11th & Mill

Phone 343-0013
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