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Israel warns Syrian troops

Israel warned Syria again Sunday that movement of Syrian
troops into southern Lebanon would risk Israeli military action.
The Israelis said they favored the idea of an “independent
Lebanese force” to halt fighting between Lebanese Christians
and Moslems in the area.

In Jerusalem, Israeli officials issued a communique saying
that “any Syrian incursion south of their present deployment will
only increase tension and create fresh hazards.”

Study suggests solar energy

NEW YORK — Nuclear power plants will be less economical
than coal-fired plants in the future because they must be shut
down for maintenance and repair so often, a new study suggests.

And the efficiency of both types of plants is less than the
utility industry says it is, making alternatives such as solar energy
more attractive, the two-year study by the Council on Economic
Priorities says.

Proponents of nuclear power traditionally have argued that it
is cheaper than coal for generating electricity.

Teacher entitled to grow dope

WASHINGTON — A judge dismissed criminal charges
Wednesday against a teacher who said he grew marijuana and
smoked it to avoid going blind.

District of Columbia Superior Court Judge James A.
Washington Jr. ruled that Robert C. Randall, 29, of Washington
was entitled to the “defense of necessity” because marijuana
had eased his glaucoma after other treatments proved ineffec-
tive.

No auction for Chavez college

MT. ANGEL, — The campus of Colegio Cesar Chavez will
not be auctioned off Dec. 15 as was earlier reported, a Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) official has said
in a letter to a college official.

“No date has been set for the sale of the property,” said W. K.
Cameron, director of HUD's office of property disposition in
Washington, D.C., in a letter to Joseph Santana of Portland, a
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L trustee of Colegio Cesar Chavez.

Prisoner exchange expected

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The Un-
ited States and Mexico will sign a
treaty Thursday agreeing to an
exchange of prison inmates bet-
ween the two countries, the U.S.
Embassy announce.

The treaty will be initialed at the
Mexican Foreign Ministry with
U.S. Ambassador John J. Jova
acting for the United States, the
embassy spokesperson said
Wednesday.

Before the first prisoners can be
retumed to their homelands, the
treaty must be ratified by each
country’s Senate, and U.S. enabl-
ing legislation must be passed,
the spokesperson added.

Reliable sources have said the
earliest possible date for the first
exchange, if the treaty is ratified
and the necessary legislation
passed, would be next April.

There are about 600 Americans
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in Mexican jails, most on drug-
related charges. The Mexican
government has estimated 1,200
Mexicans are imprisoned in the
United States.

One important part of the treaty,
the sources said, would shield re-
turning prisoners from further pro-
secution in their homelands on
charges related to the case in
which they were convicted.

That means an American inter-
cepted in Mexico while trying to
smuggle cocaine from South
America to the United States — a
common case — could.not be
charged with conspiracy or intent
to import drugs into the United
States, the sources said.

Nearly all the American prison-
ers here claim they were forced to
sign confessions and suffered
other judicial violations at the
hands of the Mexicans.
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