
Paulus campaigns 
at theater benefit 
By MARK KIRCHMEIER 

Of the Emerald 
State Rep. Norma Paulua, R- 

Salem, the Republican candidate 
for secretary of state, stopped in 
Eugene Friday to attend a 

campaign fundraiser performance 
of "The Sunshine Boys" at 
Eugene's Valley River Inn. 

“I consider myself a McCall 
Republican,” Paul us said, and 
sized up her campaign against 
State Sen. Blaine Whipple, D- 
Beaverton, as a "real horse race.” 

“For the first time since 
Vietnam and Watergate people 
between ages 18 and 25 want to 
get involved, register and par- 
ticipate in politics again," says 
Paulus. “But they’re registering 
as Independents because they 
can't identify with either major 
party.” 

Paulus clashes sharply with 
Whipple over solutions to this 
problem. She advocates an "open 
primary,” allowing Independents 
a chance to vote in either the 
Democratic or Republican 
primaries. \Miipple opposes the 
concept. 

“We have 103,000 registered 
Independents in Oregon and we’ll 
have 150,000 by election day," 
Paulus claimed. "That's a 
significant block of voters who 
can’t vote in primaries. Let's be 
honest about our system. Let's 
give them the vote." 

On governmental reform, 
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Paulu8 emphasized the need for a 
“Sunset" law that would force 
agencies to justify their existence 
every two years, before the 
Legislature, or have their agency 
terminated. “It would promote," 
she said, “a cleaner, leaner, more 
responsive government in 
Oregon." 

Paulus touched on several 
ballot measures, including Ballot 
Measure No. 7 concerning public 
financing of campaign races, 
which she opposes. 

“It’s a taxpayer rip-off,” she 
argued. “Candidates should be 
elected on the basis of their own 

qualifications for office, not by 
public tax money used to build up 
their own name familiarity." 

On Ballot Measures No. 10 and 
12 regarding state land-use 
planning, Pauius reiterated her 
strong opposition to any repeal, 
saying, “I’ve voted for every land- 
use bill in the Legislature in my 
six years as a representative." 
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