Search yields Christie manuscript collection

By STEVE POKIN
Of the Emerald

manuscripts manuscript of
Winston Churchill's autobiog-
raphy, published in 1935.

Elston, a writer of American

““We wrote to Miss King,” says
the silver-haired and silver mus-
tachioed Schmitt, University
curator since 1947. “We weren't

mystery
novels and four short stories.

Also, Churchill's autobiographical
manuscript was found.

Ring Lardner’s “Via the Canal”

of the ordinary reader,” says
Schmitt. “The serialized stories
were a common denominator of

contain original manuscripts.
MMMM and then

Because they are not the
author's original manuscript, but
only the first copy by a typist (with
the author's corrections), the
value is not astronomical. But the
Christie collection is valuable
enough for Schmitt to say, “I don't
know what the value is . . . evenif |
did know | wouldn't say.”

The Christie collection was ap-
praised with the entire bulk of
manuscripts obtained from King.
Schmitt was leary of talking dollar
figures because of security
reasons.

‘I don’t know what the value is...
even if | did know | wouldn't say.

The value is in research purposes.

contact someone and then they'll
think, ‘Gee, if this stuff is so val-
uable, maybe | should donate it to
the Harvard library.’ That can be
very aggravating. This wasn't the
case with Miss King."”

Schmitt and Kemp discovered
they had hit a gold mine when they
went to relieve King of correspon-
dence with literary agents and au-
thors from 1919-1969 and man-
uscripts from 1934-1969. Al-
though the syndicate had de-
stroyed all manuscripts prior to
1926 (including manuscripts

“Their worth isn't in dollars and
cents., The value is in research
purposes.”

Generally, the Christie manus-
cripts are available to graduate
students.

“We don't want undergraduates
coming in just to be able to touch
one of the manuscripts, or some-
body coming in saying, ‘| need to
look at the Christie manuscripts
because | have a term paper due
intwodays,' " Schmitt says. “But if
an undergraduate has a gen'iine
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need to see them for research
purposes, he can come see me.”

When Christie died Jan. 12 at
the age of 85, after a prolific
writing career which encompas-
sed over 100 works, the University
put its Christie collection on dis-
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By reading the correspondence
between King and Christie’s liter-
ary agent, Harold Ober, it is pos-
sible to tell how much the author
received for serializing her work in
America. The news syndicate
bought serialization rights and
stpulatodhai&uaworkooddnot
appear in book, digest, moving
picture, radio, television or drama-
tic form until 30 days after the final

serial publication.

The University has the following
Christie manuscripts (Ober’s price
is in parenthesis): The nine full-
length mysteries are Destination X
($7,000), A Pocket Full of Rye
($7,000), A Murder Is Announced
($7,000), A Caribbean Mystery
($5,000), The Mirror Crack’'d
($7,500), Eyewitness to Death
($7,500), The Innocent ($7,500),
Blood Will Tell ($7,000) and After
the Funeral ($7,000).

The four short stories are “Yel-
low Iris” ($600), “The Regatta
Mystery” ($600), “The Case of the
Caretaker” ($750) and “The Case
of the Perfect Maid” ($750).

King reserved the right to
change any of the titles.
Eyewitness to Death was titled
“4:54 from Paddington” in Eng-
land. The 4:54 from Paddington
was a specific train run in Eng-
land.
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“"We specialize in collecting
manuscripts from conservative
notebooks and original material,
including illustrations, of
children’s books,"” says Schmitt in
his office on the library’s third
floor. “In these areas, we have as
good of a collection as any lib-

Kemp keeps informed on the
whereabouts and status of man-
uscripts which he and Schmitt
would like to have at the Univer-
sity. Since any piece of creative
work may be used as a tax write-
off by a survivor (whether it be a

- widow, widower or offspring) and

not by the creator himself, accor-
ding to Schmitt, Kemp and

Schmitt frequently appear at a be-
reaved household.

“It takes two of us,” Schmitt
says, “mainly because there is
alot of work to do. One of us will
keep talking while the other cases
the place. You have to be a com-
bination of a psychologist,
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“‘Kmplnoallhom—
including a cast iron conscience,”
Schmitt says as he smiles.

“I've been going to New York for
the last 15 years,” he adds. “And
I've been so busy while in New
York, I've never had the time to
see either a show or a play.”

Although the serial writers of an
earlier day are not of that much
interest to literary persons today,
they were skilled in their craft and
more importantly, they appealed
to the ordinary reader.

“l really find this stuff interes-
ting,” Schmitt says in reference to
the serial writers as he unlocks
doors enroute to the Christie
manuscripts.

Perhaps that's why Schmitt and
Kemp are able to outmaneuver
other libraries in the search for
manuscripts with the stealth and
cunning of a Monsieur Hercule
Poirot, one of Christie's famous
detectives.

Baroque trio debuts

A baroque trio called “La Chan-
terelle” will make its debut tonight
with a concert of 17th and 18th
century music, at Beall Concert
Hall.

The 8 p.m. concert will feature
Nancy Possman, former Euge-
nean currently residing in Amster-
dam, Holland, baroque flute; Rus-
sell Paige, Seattle, viola da
Gamba; and Margaret Irwin-
Brandon, Portland, harpsichord.

General admission is $3; $2 for

students and senior citizens.

Music of France will be
featured, along with Bach's “Flute
Sonata in B Minor" and harp-
sichord works from Italian mas-
ters.

“La Chanterelle,” the group's
name, was taken from the name of
the highest string of the gamba,
lute or violin. It refers to the
melody line and means literally,
“the singing one.”

WN

co
DRACULA

August 6, 7, 12, 13,(14 - 9 p.m.
C

NG

y 22, 23, 24, 29,30, 31 - &

vaf
vy

\ TICKETS

N -
INFORMATION

/'y 686-4191

NS THEATRE
DERELLA July 20, 21, 22

3@5 0P
CLUDES COLLATINC‘)'

BUGENB PRINT SHOP
115 W.7¢N. - 342:2000

L

Oregon Daily Emerald




