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Birdwatchers set new record

By E. G. WHITE-SWIFT
Of the Emerald

Some people throw Frisbees to
break records and others count birds.
On Friday, four students set a new
Oreqgon record for the most birds
observed during one day.

Friday's record of 157 species
topped the previous record of 142
species set on May 1 of this year. The
bird marathon started at Florence at
3:30 a.m. and ended 450 miles later
at Malheur Wildlife Refuge in eastern
Oregon at 9 p.m. The national record
is held by a California group that ob-
served 201 species in one big day.
The world record is 288 species re-
ported in one day in Zambia.

Participants in the marathon were
George "Chip” Jobanek and Alan
Contreras, University students,
Micheal Patterson of Oregon State
University and Sayre Greenfield of
Comell University.

The rules for the marathon, estab-
lished by the American Birding As-
sociation (ABA), require that all par-

ticipants stay within conversational
distance and that they attempt to
identify the reported species.

The first bird reported Friday was a
Swainson's Thrush at Florence. The
group then traveled up to Yachats for
the sunrise and the typical coastal
species. Coastal species observed
included rhinoceros auklets, tufted
puffins, pigeon guillémots, and black
oyster catchers:

From the coast the bird watchers
proceeded up the Siuslaw River to
Eugene, observing such species as
the osprey, mountain quail, and
pileated woodpecker. By the time the
group reached Eugene at 10:30, they
had tallied 95 species, including a
screech owl on campus.

Thev proceeded up the McKenzie
River to Bend and from there across
the desert to Burns and the Malheur
Wildlife Refuge. Chip Jobanek noted
that the desert section proved to be
quite rewarding, as they observed
golden eagles, burrowing owls, a
prairie falcon, a sage thrasher, and a
horned lark. The last species they
observed was a white-faced ibis.

In addition to the two bird
marathons, May was a good month
for Oregon birders as several new
records and sightings were estab-
lished. In May, a chestnut-collared
longspur was sighted at Fern Ridge
Reservoir west of Eugene. It is
normally found east of the Rockies.
On May 15, a Louisiana Heron was
found at Finley Wildlife Refuge near
Corvalliis. Its normal range is the Gulf
Coast and Baja Penisula salt-
water marshes

A group of birders turned up a
northern parula at Malheur on May
29. It is an eastern warbler rarely
found west of the Mississippi River.
White-tailed kites, a California raptor,
were observed mating at Finley in
late May. If they nest successfully, it
will be the first such occurrence in the
state.

Increasing observations of un-
usual birds indicate that Oregon may
be just as attractive to California birds
as it is to California people, states
one local birdwatcher. And that
means next year's bird marathon
could even break this year's record.
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