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Out of character

daltes. libel, slander and couwrt-
room are all common words in an
words appear n the daily papers
in hundreds of cities all across the
country. but let me localize them
for you This past week in the
runoff election for the vacant inc-
dental Fee Commitiee (IFC) post.
two candidates, David Parr, the
incumbent, and David Tyler, the
challenger. fought an out and out
war for the position. with Tyler
the victor by some 70 votes out of
1,500. An over zealous David
Tyler in the quest for this coveted
post outrightly accused David
Parr of several violations of cam-
paign ethics. First off, Tyler ac-
cused Parr of insufficient research
conceming the discussion of the
Panhellenic Council’'s budget.
The direcior of the Panhelienic
stated that she said nothing to
that effect concemning Pam's re-
search ability. Secondly. Tyler ac-
cused Parr of excessive absen-
average number of absences for
an IFC member this yearwas 11.5
tmes. Parr missed a grand total of
two meetings. Finally, Tyler ac-
cused Parr of general incompe-
tence concerning the IFC and the
Ipyea.Tylera:paaﬂyhaped
his statement on the two previous
charges and this charge as weii as
the other two is totally absurd.
Tyler in the quest of justice had
Parr appear at a hearing concem-
ing the charges. At the ing all
charges were dropped and Parr
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Image suffers

Saturday evening, May 22, |
rode my bicycie o Alton Baker
Park in search of the stars. What |

('Biqqer, better’ philosophy still alive
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When | was a teenager, somebody told me a
joke that caught my fancy. The joke goes like this:

The United Nations undertook a research pro-
ject 1o make 2 compiete study of the elephant
Each nation was asked 1o contribute research on
one mpontant aspect of s majestic animal. Eng-
iand chose 1o report on Her Majesty's Navy and
the siephant The French promsed to find out
everythung about e love e of the elephant
indi= decded 1o look nto e role of the elephant
n non-viclkence The Russians picked the subject
of the slephant and dalectic matenalkism. And
finaby, Amencans proposed 10 devise ways of
making bigger and betier giephants

Today when | look at different parts of the joke,
# seems 10 me hat the worid has really changed
snce then. Once mughty Britasn hardly has a navy
10 be proud of. The French are not 100 keen on the
subject of love. other nationaities, like the En-
giish, Scandinavans and Amencans, are making
many of the new moves n thes area India has
abandoned non-viclence and s on the bnnk of

How about Amenca? Is Amenca still mterested
in makng Digger and befler things? Does that
fronter spint sl domenaie the Amencan scene?
There s 2 iot of growang concemn from a lot of
peopie on thes subsect Many peopie have expres-
sed apprehension about the envronmental con-
sequences of fus “bigger and betler” philosophy.
Others have pointed out that even in America, the
resources are imied. There 1s an energy cnsis at
hand and we carnot go on making everything
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Is America changing, then? Losing in the battie
against entropy, is America willing 1o seftie for
second, third, or, even tenth place, maybe, in the
push for grandeur? No, it doesn't look that way
Beneath the suriace, this country is still as bullksh
for the bigger and better philosophy as ever! Our
navy is_the biggest in the world, but they want
more. Our defense budget is the Diggest n the
entire history of mankind, yet there i1s unredenting
pressure to make it even tigger. Our gant con-
glomerates are so much “Digger and befler now
that they can buy and sell entire forexgn govern-
ments.

We have built new skyscrapers which outsinp
the magnificent Empire State Building. We have
made the big 747 and still contemplate making the
better supersonic. Our nuclear power plants are
the biggest ever in the history of the power indus-
try. The new word from Detroit is that they are
going back to bigger cars again since that seems
to be what Americans want. Even in poltics, mn-
stead of a few scattered pnmaries, we have tharty,
perhaps to demonstrate that we have a bigger
and better democracy. No, like the elephant, fus
country hasn't changed in its basic phiosophy

Here in the state of Oregon the power industry
has started yet another campaign 0 make the
economy of the state “bigger and better.” Even in
Eugene, the new athletic director at the University
wants this city to become a big-time football town
In fact, | have to look very hard to find something
around me that is shrinking in size. The UO facuity
is one. Perhaps the Oregon legisiature is doing
something desirable after all!

Amit Goswami
professor, physics
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least an equal concemn for such
matiers.

13043 109th Ave. N.E.
Kirkland, Wash.

Get involved

in an effort to continue the tradi-
tion of student participation in the
affairs of the political science de-
partment. | am inviting every polit-
ical science major 1o participate in
the election of a new president of
the Political Science Student
Union (PSSU). The PSSU works
closely with the department in the
selection of courses, the admis-
sion of grad students (who be-
come your TAs) and department
policy.

In addition to sponsoring the
highly successful Mock Democra-
tic Convention last month, the
PSSU has sponsored a Senate
Simulation class, a symposium on
Watergate and several films and
speakers.

The election will be in the EMU
(room to be posted) Tuesday at 4
p.m. and | would urge that every
major in political sclence that can

attend to do so. This is the perfect
opportunity to do something about
the department that has so much
to do with your four year stay here
at the University.

Please come and get involved.

Michael A. Schaefer
pres. PSSU

(Lel(ers policy \

The Emerald will accept and
try to print all letters containing
fair comment on ideas and to-
pics of concern or interest to
the University community. Be-
cause of space limitations, let-
ters must be no more than 250
words, typed, triple-spaced,
dated and signed with the
person’'s major. No '
letters will be published.
Longer opinion columns will
be published whenever pos-
sible after being submitted fo
the editorial page editor. The
limit on opinion columns is 800
words, using the same format
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