To Americans, it's recreation

Balkan folk dances reflect area’s culture

By KARON STIRLING
Of the Emerald

It started as a hobby, developed
as a way to pay school tuition, and
ended up as a career. For Ronald
Wixman, a visiting associate pro-
fessor in geography, folk dance is
much more than a form of recrea-
tion — it is a way of life.

In addition to teaching the geog-
raphies of the Soviet Union and
eastern Europe and a class enti-
tled “Ethnography of the Bal-
kans,” Wixman currently offers a
course in “folk dancing,” but he

uses the phrase carefully.
“Recreational dance should be
called just that,” Wixman says. “In
the United States folk dancing is
purely a form of recreation; people
have no idea of what is behind it.
Often the dances don't even have
a basis in the countries they sup-
posedly come from — sometimes
only the name remains the same.
Wixman is determined to
change the term “folk dance” into
“ethnic dance.” “Folk dancing has
very strong principles, just as jazz
and ballet do,” says Wixman.
A choreographer and dancer

il

with a number of professional
dance ensembles, Wixman has
performed the flamenco in New
York and Chicago, and has taught
Macedonian, Bulgarian and Bal-
kan folk dance — for which he is
best known — in every major U.S.
city. He has spent seven sum-
mers in the Balkans doing re-
search, and speaks fluent Bul-
garian, fairly good Serbo-Croatian
(one of Yugoslavia's three lan-
guages) and is now learning Tur-
kish in preparation for another trip.

“It's important that | go on these
trips for several reasons,” Wix-

man explains. “In the course, |
teach only small village dances,
so | spend a lot of my time talking
and learning from the villagers. In
the class | try to stress such things
as forms of dances, regional styl-
ing and the roles of dances in soc-

Ity. . .

“Another very important thing |
present is how the dance reflects
the social structure of the country
it originates in,” he added. “For
example, in most countries men
dance only with men. Dancing is
an important part of daily life for
the villagers, and the men do
some of the most complicated
dances in the world.

“Actually, couple dancing, in-
troduced by the Germans and the
Hungarians, is relatively new.

“| certainly don't see anything
strange about men dancing to-
gether,” Wixman continues. “The
Hungarian army used to choose
its army by challenging men to do
a complicated dance and then re-
cruiting the participants if they
were good. The men always had
to accept the challenge —itwas a
matter of pride. Unfortunately, our
American protestant-ethic tells us
that men are not supposed to
dance. It's very different from the
places | study.”

This summer Wixman, a nine-
year member of the Armenian
Folk Dance Society of New York,
will instruct folk dancing in most
maijor cities along the west coast.

“The folk dance world is one of
diverse backgrounds,” he ex-
plains. “In my classes, | teach
everyone from hippies to doctors.
The dances vary from easy to ex-
tremely difficult.

“You have to realize that we're
dealing with difficult music, also,”
Wixman adds. “Whereas all
American rock and roll is based
upon 3/4 time — and that’s why it
gets boring after awhile — Balkan
music also includes 5/16, three
types of 7/16, two types of 9/16,
11/16 and 13/16 time. Of course
there are combinations also.
You're talking here about music
that the best trained American
musicians can't even begin to fol-
low, the beat is too complex. But
the villagers in Bulgaria have no
problem; they've been brought up
with it.”

In the future, Wixman plans to
open a museum and exhibit his
extensive costume collection. He
also plans to go back to Yugo-
slavia and continue teaching and
dancing “as long as | can hold up.”
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! the schooner is lost

| back in the dim past of Scan-

[ dinavian glass craftsmanship. |§
Until 1895, it remained name- | §
less, when Australian sailors

l adopted it as the regulation
beer quanurty tor young scamen.

| (A 3/4 pint mug wiis oo much:

| a 1/2 pint glass too little.) So the

! wasp-waist. bottom-hcavy tav-

| glass was christened with the
name of a ship midway between

| acurtterand a frigate

' The schooner hasn't changed

| alot. And neither has Olympia

Beer. It's still made with premium

ingredients and a heritage of

brewing experience that never

changes. A great beer doesn't

change. Olympia never will.
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\ Beer doesn't get any better. ©

WARNING: | |spring speciats.. TNUSIE

| The Ivory Tower
IS about to
collapse.

It’s your last year of college. Why think
about life insurance now? Because, the
older you get the more it costs. And next
year, it’s all up to you. Find out

about CollegeMaster.

Call the Fidelity Union CollegeMaster®
Ficld Associate in your area:

Bob ENGELSTAD e
1400 HIGH
687-2100

‘ leaming pillar of con-
| stancy in a changing Fep—
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Olympia Brewing Company, Olympia, Washington *OLY*'®

25% off list price of any YAMAHA
TAKAMINE or OVATION guitar we  Evgsne, oregon

345-8289
have in stock when purchased with a case

terms of sale : no-trades or payments...and we accept cash. check or your
BankAmericard.... offer limited to merchandise in stock... to get to our store

which is open until 9 for your convenience... go south on Hilyard to 40th

turn right...go a couple of blocks...and your re there... we re conveniently

located in The Edgewood Center... near Godtz Deli...come see us.
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