Porter surprised by China’s current law system

By TOM JACKSON
Of the Emerald

Projections of future socialist
societies usually bring to mind
iron-clad control of the masses
through restrictive laws and awe-
some law enforcement networks.
But according to former U.S. Rep-
resentative Charles Porter after a
14-day tour of Mainland China,
such a picture doesn't reflect the
current law system in that country.

"l was surprised,” he said. “My
stereotypes were not carried out. |
came away thinking they're not
fanatics. | expected to see out-
ward indications of force.”

Speaking at the University law
school Wednesday about the
Chinese law system, Porter re-
layed impressions based on his
interview with “a man who said he
was a judge.”" He expressed un-
certainty of the judge's official
capacity since information was
subject to translation through two
interpreters who accompanied
him throughout his trp, under the
supervision of the Chinese travel
service

Porter cited the lack of a set
criminal code as a major differ-
ence between the Chinese and
American systems.

According to the judge he inter-
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Action Now offers
tool bank, remodeling

Remodeling houses and raising
barns doesn’t confound Action
Now wok ers. They've got the
skills and the tools to take care of
construction problems.

And they're willing to share

The group loans tools of all
sorts to any student without cost.
They tend to throw in a little free
advice as well

Action Now has changed in re-
cent months from an activist
a ency to a service program with
more long-range goals, according
to member Dan Jacobson

“Being the end point of a refer-
ral system, we have to keep our
focus on something we can work
on effectively,” Jacobson said.

The group's main project is de-
velopment and expansion of the
tool bank but it will also have a
hand in renovating a barn in the
Bethel district for use as a com-
munity center.

Carpentry tools are in greatest
abundance but the tool bank can
also help people working on au-
tomotive, machinery, welding or
gardening projects. Students can
pick up the tools Mondays and
Wednesdays at 1557 Agate St.
from 10 a.m. 1o 4 p.m. when they
present a University identification
card.

Tools are loaned for one week
periods and program director
David Russell says most are in
continual service. He estimates
15 students use the service each
week.
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Wok ers are currently remodel-
ing the basement of Whitebird,
341 E. 12th St., for use as a
community-oriented tool bank.
The new facility was to open this
month but shortag es of materials
and volunteer labor hawe delayed
completion until spring.

Enlarging the Agate Street stu-
dent facility is a top priority for the
group, according to Russell. He
has asked the Incidental Fee
Committee (IFC) for $2,500 to
purchase property adjacent to the
tool bank. Russell says the extra
space would be used to store and
recycle building materials.

The group has requested
$2,765 of incidental fee money to
maintain the program next year.
That's an $801 increase over last
year.

Part of the increase will be used
to hire a secretary, according to
Jacobson.

viewed, the "“court relies on the
masses to investigate’ crimes,
and a person's fellow workers
may arrest him with permission
from the revolutionary party. A
preliminary trial is held by peers.
If the accused is found guilty, a
judge goes to the place where the
person works and selects some of
his fellow workers to aid in the in-
vestigation. The judge then re-
ports to a full court consisting of
the judge and six of his col-
leagues. The accused usually de-
fends himself — there are no de-
fense attorneys. There are, how-
ever, professional prosecutors.
Prison confinement includes
forced labor and indoctrination,
but no one is forced to work
beyond personal cap abilities.
After the term is served, the per-
son returns to the work unit to be
supervised by peers.
“The death penalty is rare,”
said Porter. :
Porter said qualifications
necessary 1o become a judge in-
clude outstanding work, aware-
ness of class struggle and rate of
culture. The judge interviewed is,
according to Porter, an g prentice
rubber-worker and had three
years of formal schooling. He is
paid the equivalent of $30 per
month.
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“I'm impressed by what | saw,”
said Porter. | was impressed by
what the judge said. Maybe it was

all an elaborate show for those

people who are kept on the track
and kept in tow by interpreters,”
but he added, “So far as | could
find out, they were not setting me
up.”
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FRI., FEB. 27th, 8 PM
EMU BALLROOM

DU Pntinral P Driicnts

THE CHECKERED PLAYERS
original comedy

Tickets Available at EMU Main Desk; Sun Shop; Chrystalship; Everybody’s

UO Students $2.00
Non-Students $2.50

Friday & Saturday at 8:30,
Pre-theater Dinner at 6:30.
Sunday Matinee at 2:30,
Champagne Brunch at 12:30.
In the King Cole Room.

NING OUT.”

George & Martha & Nick & Honey.
An evening of fun and games.

“GREAT THEATER...
OVERPOWERING,A HELL OF AN EVE-

—Don Bishoff, Register-Guard

“A MASTERPIECE . .
DIRECTION, BRILLIANT PERFORMANCES.”
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Theaier Only, $3.00 to $6.00.

Dinner or Champagne Brunch, $6.95.
Student Rush Tickets, $3.00.

Dinner completed before showtime.
Cocktails and wines available.

Feb. 27 28- 29, Mar. 5 6, 7, 19, 20, 21, 26, 27 & 28.

: THE ATER N W3
IFUGENE HOT IUL-

..............................
Dinner and/or Theater Reservations: 344-1461

HILARIOUS,

.BRILLIANT

— Eugene Magazine

CRAFTSPEOPLE® ARTISTSeUNITE

The old grain elevator on Jefferson Street near Third Avenue is now being leased to craftspersons and artists
square-foot warehouse building on Madison Street. Areas are available from 150 to 2000 sq. ft.: Rent for a 10 ft. X 15
means that the sale of two or three handbags. jewelry items, a small piece of sculpture or one piece of furniture

Your landlords” will be two local people who are receptive to vour needs. Tenants meetings will be encouraged

Jefferson Elevator can become a small town serving local {'r.;ﬂ-pru]lll- A restaurant, cinema, sandwich shops, and a cf
Floor to complement the art and craft areas The Second Floor will serve people with heavy-duty production needs
‘~I'\l|[)|tll'- A colfee house, sandwich shops, common space and showers will share this area. The roof area of 15,000 sq. ft_is
could accommuodate a nurserv-greenhouse as well as arts and crafts

Make an appointment to see the plans—if vou have a space problem we can help vou *phone, 345-3874

Initially, space will be leased 1n a 45,000
1. space will be $52.00 per month. The
can pay y
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