Doctor says Patty had two alter identities

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A
defense psychiatrist told jurors
Tuesday that Patricia Hearst,
fighting for survival in captivity,
adopted "alternate personalities,”
becoming first the revolutionary
“Tania" and later a woman named
"Pearl."”

Dr. L.J. West said that when he
first met the newspaper heiress
three weeks after her arrest in
September, she was “a person
without an identity.”

West's testimony in Hearst's
behalf, strongly opposed by the
prosecution at her bank robbery
trial, closely paralleled her own
witness stand account of the suf-
fering she endured at the hands of
the terrorist Symbionese Libera-
tion Army. (SLA).

The doctor, who examined her
about 10 days after her arrest,
said she was then mentally ill.
Another examination nine days
ago showed marked improve-
ment, he said, but she still suffers
from “survivors’ syndrome," fear-
ing that she will be killed.

“Patricia Hearst, improved as
she is, still trembles at mention of
the SLA,” he said. "...her last
words to me when | last examined
her were: ‘My biggest worry right
now is staying alive.”

West, director of the UCLA
Neuropsychiatric Institute and an
expert in the study of prisoner-
of-war torture, frequently com-
pared Hearst to the survivor of a
war or of a concentration camp.

Since her arrest, he said, she
has had “a feeling of unreality”
about her voyage in the under-
ground. At their first interview,
West recalled, “after the usual
tears and choking, the first words
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she used were, ‘It was like a
dream.””

He said her memory of the bank
robbery for which she is on trial is
incomplete and he believes she
has blanked out painful periods.

He said she does not remember
seeing two bank c ustomers shot
— a reaction he compared to
"survivors of concentration camps
who stepped over dead bodies
and later could not remember i1."”

West, telling of Hearst's trans-
formation into her underground
self, said she clung to one of her
“alternate personalities’” even
after arrest.

Thus, the doctor explained her
apparent show of revolutionary
ardor in days following her cap-
fure.

“We asked her about the
clenched fist salute and the big
smile for the cameras, signing in
as ‘urban guerrilla’ and all that
stuff,” he recalled.

He decided that these were
symptoms much like those of a
captured warrior coming home,
“the characteristics hanging on for
a few days until you are sure you
are not in enemy hands, so to
speak.”

West spoke of Hearst in her dif-
ferent “phases,” disclosing that
her most lengthy incarnation with
the SLA was as a person named
“Pearl.”

“She was called ‘Pearl’ much
longer than she was ever called
Tania,”™ he said.

West repeated the heiress’ own
earlier testimony that she was
christened ‘“‘Pearl” by SLA
member Emily Harris. Hearst had
said this was the name given to
her for her travels in fugitive flight
in the months following a fiery Los
Angeles shootout in which six SLA
members died.

West's lengthy dissertation on
Hearst's underground traumas

was vehemently opposed by As-
sistant U.S. Attorney David Ban-
croft, who sought unsuccessfully
to have the entire narrative stric-
ken from the record. He told U.S.
District Court Judge Oliver Carter
that allowing such testimony in “a

defense of duress” contradicted
all legal case law on the subject.

An angry Carter dismissed the
argument saying, “This is a case
of intent...l must allow the parties
to develop the facts in this case.”
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