
Vermont petitions 
to block rate hike 

MONTPELIER (AP) — A peti- 
tion aimed at blocking state 
utilities from passing onto con- 
sumers the cost of the Vermont 
Yankee Nuclear Power Corp s re- 
cent plant shutdown will be filed by 
the Vermont attorney general's of- 
fice. 

Atty. Gen. M. Jerome Diamond 
said Monday the petition is de- 
signed to force Vermont Yankee 
to seek an estimated $2.3 million 
in replacement power costs from 
General Electric Co. (GE), which 
designed and built the plant. 

The shutdown resulted, in our 
judgment, due to the negligence 
of General Electric," said 
Diamond. 

The result was having utilities 
find "other more expensive 
sources' of electricity, he said. 

"It is unfair and inequitable to 
turn the cost of the Vermont Yan- 
kee shutdown onto Vermont elec- 
tric ratepayers," Diamond said 

The petition to be filed this week 
with the state Public Service 
Board, which regulated utilities in 
Vermont, asks the board to sus- 

pend rate hike requests or purch- 
ased power fuel adjustments di- 
rectly attributable to Vermont 
Yankee s 17-day shutdown. 

Diamond said the draft of the 
complaint blames the Jan. 26 
shutdown on design problems 
caused by GE, and questions if it 
is just and equitable" for Vermont 
utilities to assume the burden of 
the higher electricity costs and 
pass them onto consumers. 

He said he hoped suspending 
rate hikes caused by the shut- 
down would result in action 
against Vermont Yankee by six 
Vermont utilities stockholders, 

Daniel Schorr 

suspended for 
report release 

NEW YORK (AP) — CBS 
newsman Daniel Schorr, who has 
admitted releasing a secret House 
intelligence report to a weekly 
newspaper, was indefinitely sus- 

pended from reporting duties by 
the network Monday. 

Schorr admitted releasing the 
report prepared by the House 
committee on intelligence opera- 
tions of the government to the 

Village Voice, a weekly published 
in New York’s Greenwich Vil- 

lage. 
CBS, in a statement released 

by Pres. Richard Salant, noted 
that government investigations 
have been called for to see if 
Schorr can be prosecuted for re- 

leasing the secret report. 
"In view of the adversary situa- 

tions in which Dan Schorr is 

placed in pending government in- 

vestigations, he has agreed with 
DCBS that he will be relieved of all 

reporting duties for an indefinite 

period," Salant's statement said. 

Schorr was not immediately av- 

ailable for comment. 

forcing a suit against GE (o re- 
cover replacement power costs. 

“I think they do have legal op- 
tions," he said. 

The attorney general’s office 
action was the latest in the state’s 
efforts to be drawn into the safety 
and economic questions over 
Vermont Yankee. 

The plant went off line voluntar- 
ily after tests indicated its safety 
chamber might not withstand an 

accident. On Feb. 13, the Nuclear 
Power Regulatory Commission 
granted Vermont Yankee permis- 
sion to resume operation with 
pressure changes and structural 
changes. 
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Portland attorney raps power use 1 
"I believe that nuclear power 

probably represents one of the 
greatest fallacies that has been 
perpetrated on the people,” 
said Lloyd Marbet, a Portjand 
attorney, in a talk at the Univer- 

sity Law School Monday. 
Marbet has been opposed to 

the construction of nuclear 
plants for over three years. He 
is presently involved in a suit to 
reverse a decision made last 
spring by the State Nuclear 
and Thermal Energy Council 
permiting Portland General 
Electric to build the Pebble 
Springs nuclear plant. 

Hearings for the suit are 

scheduled to resume late this 
summer, according to Marbet. 

“I believe that civilians 
should be allowed to intervene 
in these proceedings,” said 
Marbet. 

Marbet is also associated 
V, 

with an organization called the 
Coalition for Safe Power, 
which is primarily concerned 
with safety issues. The group is 
currently sponsoring a petition 
to put a constitutional amend- 
ment on the ballot banning the 
construction of nuclear power 
plants in Oregon. 

“We think the time has come 
when people are able to take 
on this responsibility,” said 
Marbet. 

While Marbet is interested in 
preventing additional nuclear 
plants, he is also concerned 
with the operation of existing 
plants, including the Trojan 
plant, which serves the Port- 
land area. 

“The decision is nuclear 
plants or none,” said Marbet. 
“Every day that Trojan oper- 
ates is an unacceptable risk.” 

As evidence of concern 

among professionals for safety 
measures, Marbet pointed to 
the fact that three nuclear en- 

gineers quit the General Elec- 
tric company to protest the 
dangers of nuclear power. 

Marbet feels that nuclear 
energy developed at a time 
when people thought that it 
would produce unlimited 
amounts of cheap power, and 
that this would solve many of 
the world’s problems. 

“I think that our culture has 
always been susceptible to the 
something-for-nothing trip,” 
said Marbet, but added that 
“people are starting to think; 

they don’t accept what they’re 
fed so much anymore. 

‘That’s the problem with 
nuclear power industry; it’s a 
great big lie. You can’t live a 
lie.” 
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Spring for less by getting your ticket 
14 days before Spring Vacation. 

You save 37% off the cost of a regular round-trip Coach 
ticket. There’s no lower fare available. For example, you save 

$60 between Los Angeles and Denver; $105 between Chicago 
and Los Angeles; and $66 between Houston and Miami. 

With our new lower fares, you still get many of the extras 

that Continental is famous for. 
On most of our wide-bodied domestic DC-lO’s you’ll enjoy 

free filmed entertainment, free stereo, the only Coach Pub in 
the Sky at no extra cost, and optional food service. 

On our spacious 727’s you get overhead storage, fold down 
middle scats when unoccupied, and free stereo. 

And with Continental it doesn t take a lot ot extra effort 
to save a lot of money. All you do is make your reservations 
and pay for your ticket at least 14 days before your flight. 

You must stay at least 7 days and no more than 30 days* 
That’s all there is to it. 

To take off 37% this Spring Vacation, call your travel agent, 
our partner in getting things done, or Continental Airlines. 
"Continental will provide information regarding specific flights and number 
of seats available. Our 37% discount applies throughout the year, excluding 
the period from June 1. 1976 to September 15. 1976 when a 28% discount 
applies. Children's fare applies ages 2-11. Coach Pub is not available on 

Hawaii through service. Fires subject to change "without notice. 
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We really move our tail for you. 
mi CONTINENTAL « 

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES 
The Proud Bird with the Golden Tail. 


