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Road dead-ends 
Federa. bureaucracies concerned with promoting with 

nuclear energy systems constantly rum a deaf ear to objec- 
tions against the spread of nuclear power plants. These objec- 
tors are usually dismissed as meddling academic types or 
habitual crusaders These agencies listen more closely to the 
nuclear power industry than to those who protest that 

safeguards against nuclear accidents are inadequate 
Now. however, key people within the industry itself are 

starting to have doubts about the safety of nuclear power 
plants. Last week four high-level engineers, each deciding 
independently, resigned from General Electric Co., a ting con- 
cern with the adequacy of plant design, the threat of human 
error along the complex chain of the nuclear fuel cycle and the 
certainty that nuclear regulation is ineffective One of them 
said in his letter of resignation. “Nuclear power h»s become a 

’technologtcai monster and it is not clear who. if anyone, is in 
control-” 

In addition to the resignations. Vermont's only nuclear 
power plant was ordered shut down on Jan. 26 after tests 
indurated that the reactor safety system might not stand the 
strain of an accident Prof. Henry KenaalL a nuclear physicist 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology said that an 
accident could cause almost immediate death for most of the 
35.000 peopie who live within a 20-mile radius of the Vermont 
piant. 

These developments should cause senous concern at the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission NCR the agency responsi- 
ble for regulating the industry, but it is doubtful they will. 
When the NCR issues assurances to the public that nuclear 
power is safe, where does it get us information0 It rums to the 
industry itself Power companies are committed to expanding 
nuclear systems because they have invested heavily in them 
Companies such as General Electric, which profit from the 
design and construction of these systems, are the ones that 
offer the guarantees 

If the industry is so sure of the safety of its plants, why has 
it found it necessary that the federal government limit the 
amount of liability for which the industry wouid he responsi- 
ble m case of a nuclear accident- The Price-Anderson Act 
limns liability for an accident at a single installation to $560 
million. The industry and private insurance sources carry- 
only $125 million of that liability. The federal government 
underwrites the remaining $435 million 

Besides the potential danger from a nuclear accident, our 
rush to convert to nuclear power creates another problem. 
What do we do when a plant shuts down or malfunctions0 The 
answer in Vermont is that alternative power sources are 

placed under additional strains. Because of the shut-down in 
Vermont, New England utilities spend $250,000 a day for 
replacement electricity from more expensive sources. 

We. m Oregon, face a similar situation. Despite the efforts 
of many Oregonians, the Trojan nuclear power plant already 
operates a: 50 per cent capacity We should resist being drawn 
any further into a nuclear trap. At the very least, we should 
demand independently-produced evidence that adequate 
safeguards are feasible The slightest hint that such guaran- 
tees are not posable should be grounds to insist that we no 

longs- travel down this dead-end road. 
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Jailing virtuous 
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Psychology, grad. 

Equal weiqht 
ASUO Pres Bemau 'ece^try 

crtxxzec severely the procedures 
for promoaor and tenure cases at 
foe UO Erreraia January 30. 
1976). He charged mat re Fa- 
culty Persome* Committee gives 
-esearcr ar, 80 per cent weight 
ana teacnng onty 20 per cent He 
s wrong The present committee 

weigrts the two activmes equally. It 
s true that faculty nemoers can- 
not Pe grver tenure uriess they 
snow cJeveopmer: as productrve 
serous, aceve professionals. or 

creative artists It « also true, 
newever mat evidence of good 
!each>ng «s also required. The 
UrwersJty Personnel Commrttee 
spends a good deal of time gong 
over evidence of teaching, and it 

presses departments and col- 
eges to provide rt with sufficient 
cats assuring good teaching a54- 
ty. It frequency maxes its own in- 

vestigations Bad teaching dis- 
qualifies a person for promotion 
and tenure as Poes poo scholar- 
ship: and outstanding teach mg 
often compensates for modest 
scholarship There are many ex- 

amples of professors on this cam- 

pus who nave earned tenure and 
promotion mainly on the Oasis of 
tner teaching. It ts a:so true, how- 
ever. that average to good teachi- 

ng does not compensate for poor 
scholarship 

Mr. Bemau mp^ed also that a 
sod of “oW ooy 

~ 

system is at work 
and that promotion and tenure 
depend on Deng wett-iked wrthm 
a department Favoritism may oc- 

casonafy be present n some de- 
partments Out when promotion 
f’les come to the Faculty Person- 
nel Committee, which ts elected 

by the whole University faculty 
and draws its membership from 

many departments, the friendship 
factor carries virtually no weight. 
Moreover, to protect the unpopu- 
lar faculty member within a de- 
partment. the Personnel Commit- 
tee has the power, and uses it 
from time to time, to initiate a re- 

view for promotion and tenure 
A iso. a faculty member can initiate 
a review himself, without waiting 
for his department to do it. 

If Mr Bemau. who claims know- 
ledge about promotion and tenure 
review process on this campus, 
has actually made a study of the 
system, the Faculty Personnel 
Committee is unaware of it. To our 

knowledge, he has not tried to 
contact the Committee We would 
encourage him here, and in other 
matters of University policy, to 

gather information more accu- 

rately and to deal directly with the 
responsible committees in order 
to produce greater cooperation, 
rather than division, between stu- 
dents and faculty. 

Arnuff Zweig for the 
Faculty Personnel Committee 

Dismal find 

Having recently returned to 
Eugene after an interval of 25 
years, (and to Oregon after 22 
years) I am somewhat dismayed 
by what I find, particularly at the 
University. 

Not having been on campus 
smce 1922-23 (as a student), I 
marvel at some of the changes in 
emphasis and direction which ob- 
tain here in the year 1976. 

Bill Boyd, with all the good inten- 
tions in the world, seems to think 
that he can raise funds by appeal- 
ing to the business and conserva- 
tive community of this area I 
seem to sense that he favors an 

intellectual and cultured approach 
to a community dedicated to an 
excellence in higher education. 

But he is working on the wrong 
crowd The average individual, 
who is an alumnus and has made 
it m this crass plutocratic society, 
is (for the most part) a materialistic 
boob, a musde-brained fan of the 
rah rah school of organized col- 
lege sports, an anti- egghead' 
type who supports the narrow 
snob and condescending frater- 
nity crowd In short, this is vul- 
gansm and vulgarity at its worst in 
Amencan society We should, on 
the contrary, be encouraging just 
the opposite 

Even though some of the faculty 
are mediocrities and odd type, 
crude and spiritually erratic and 
abrupt (and insensitive) in their re- 
lations to their students and as- 
sociates, yet many are both eru- 
dite and intellectually aristocratic 
personalities We should support 
and encourage such excellence, 
integrity and humanistic attitudes 
and practices among our educa 

tonal leaders at tins University 
There are enough boobs and 

spiritual imbeciles surrounding us, 
that we should be wary of reduc- 
ing (lowering) oursetves to their 
level American society as a whole 
is moronic and bad enough with- 
out us catering to this John Birch- 
ite, Ronald Reagan and very 
anti-social cabal and towenng our 
standards to this common and 

very physical (but well-heeded) 
rabble 

Jim Lincoln 
Tuscarora-C herofcee 

Save time 

Perhaps the Emerald could 
save time by just setting up a 

standing headline Boyd says 
no." You could use it with 

Minorities. Boyd says no to 
minority culture centers 

Women: Boyd says no to justice 
in Anne Frentz case. 

Students; Boyd says no to stu- 
dent access to evaluations of fa- 
culty; and Boyd says no to student 
control of Mac Court and Boyd 
says no to return of misspent dorm 
monies. 

Farmworkers. Boyd says no to 
UFW lettuce 

Only occasionally would you 
have to move it from the front page 
for such press-stoppers as Boyd 
says yes to more money tor foot- 
ball recruiting 

Roberta M. Taussig 
research assistant 

Clinical Services 

Absurd decision 
The recent faculty decision to 

phase out WR 323 as a junior re- 

quirement is taking a cntical step 
toward lowering the general 
academic level of the University 

In light of current declines in 

SAT English scores and pub- 
lished concern over poor writing 
habits m higher education, it ap- 
pears especially ironic that the fa- 
culty of the state s liberal msititu- 
tion should advocate the removal 
of WR 323. I applaud Asst Prof 
Aly s opposition to the change, as 

it seems obvious that juniors, 
usually deep within their respec- 
tive majors, much need a bolster- 
ing of their writing skills, so impor- 
tant in a liberal education 

If students lack adequate in- 

struction in the dass. surely rt is 

the instructor's fault and not the 
subject s When a junior in college 
doesn't know how to tell a subject 
from a verb," doing away with the 
means through which they can 
learn that difference is both ab- 
surd and self-defeating 

Stephen Browne 
P re-Journalism, freshman 


