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Crete corridor. 
While I couldn't see any human 

remains or casks, or hear any 
plaintive moans of freshly- 
entombed victims, this section of 
the University's tunnel system 
was eerie enough. The tunnel 
seemed to stretch on into infinity, 
and though in fact it was not quite 
that long, the system is surpris- 

ingly extensive. 
“I could take you from here (un- 

derneath the student health 
center) all the way to the Clinical 
Services Building if I had time,” 
Craven said. He explained that 
every building on campus is con- 
nected to every other building by 
the tunnel system, which is in turn 
connected to the physical plant by 
the main tunnel that passes under 
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Franklin Boulevard. 
We continued on, crossing 

under 13th Avenue and then turn- 

ing west, toward the science com- 

plex. We paused at a tangle of 
pipes. 

"Water, water return, electricity, 
telephone, alarms and heat, re- 

cited Craven, pointing at the ap- 
propriate conduits. He explained 
that all the utilities for campus 
buildings are carried from the 

physical plant through the tunnels. 

Finally we emerged into the 
coolness of the basement of Sci- 
ence III, a refreshing change from 
the 85 F. degree atmosphere of 
the tunnels. I was exhilarated; I felt 
like Elijah Davidson just back from 
discovering the Oregon Caves. 
Craven, however, was less en- 

thusiastic; after 16 years of build- 
ing tunnels and stomping through 
them to correct a variety of mal- 
functions, his sense of wonder 
has worn a bit thin. 

"Oh, I don't know, I don't espe- 
cially like it down there," he said, 
mopping his brow. "It's too hot.'' 
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Emerald writer Brad Lem ley makes his way through the recesses of the 
tunnel which connects Science II and the Health Center with the aid of 
a flashlight and Norm Craven, the University's inspector of new con- 

struction. This tunnel is only one of many which criss-cross the Univer- 

sity. 

Students file status suit 
(CPS) — What power does a 

student government have? 

Student government would be 
just an academic exercise in at 
least one state, if the Arizona 
Board of Regents, which has con- 

trol over the state s public univer- 

sities, has its way. The Regents, 
now being sued by the University 
of Arizona Student Government, 
claim that the student government 
is an arm of the university. They 
view it as a state agency with no 

legal standing of its own 

The battle over the legitimacy of 
the student government arose 

from a controversy over who is en- 

titled to $10,000 worth of profits 
from the campus bookstore. 

In 1937, the Regents sold the 
bookstore to the Associated Stu- 
dents of the University of Arizona 
(ASUA) for more than $21,000. In 
the contract signed at the time, the 

students agreed to turn over pro- 

fits to the Regents until the books- 
tore was paid for. This was done. 
Then, in 1971, the university busi- 
ness office, which handled the 
bookstore finances, refused to 

turn over $10,000 in bookstore 

profits to the ASUA. claiming that 
the contract was invalid because 
the ASUA did not constitute a 

legal entity. The ASUA filed suit 

against the Regents in I972 

Before the I97I controversy, the 
ASUA did get a large 
portion—S40.000—of the book- 
store profits. But this money was 

distributed to the government by 
the university as it was needed In 

essence, said David Hameroff, 
ASUA president, if the university 
did not like what was being done 
with the money, it simply did not 
hand the students a check. Such 
was the case when the student 
government wanted $10,000 to 
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I PHI GAMMA DELTA 
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joining a fraternity, and 
then for some reason decided 
not to? 

Think again. 
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fraternities, is now re-establishing its Oregon chapter. 
This gives you the opportunity to step immediately into 
a leadership position and build a rewarding fraternity 
experience with your personal goals in mind. 

Find out more: IFC Office, Suite 3, EMU. 12 2:00 P.M. 
Now thru Jan. 30th. Also Monday Jan. 26th and Wed- 
nesday Jan. 28th, 7:30 P.M. at 1810 Alder. 

| ... Not just another fraternity. j 
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start a birth control clinic. The 

money was withheld. 

The ASUA suit centers on two 

points Did the Regents actually 
sell the bookstore to the ASUA 

along with all privileges of profit 
that would go along with that sale9 
The second and more important 
point is whether the student gov- 
ernment was a legal body with the 

right to make such a contract in 

the first place 
To complicate things further 

there is the question of whether 
the ASUA has the right to hire a 

lawyer to defend its legal status If 
the ASUA is actually a state 

agency as the Regents contend, 
then by state law, it cannot use 

state funds to pay for a private 
attorney. By this logic, the ASUA 
would have to go through the Re- 

gents m order to obtain a lawyer to 

sue those same Regents. A simi- 
lar Catch 22 faces a student or- 

ganization at the University of 
Texas which is trying to sue the 

Regents of that state 
The ASUA has not been able to 

pay its attorney thus far, and owes 
him more than $5,000 

The Regents deny that they 
ever agreed to turn over profits to 

the ASUA They deny that the 
ASUA fulfilled its obligations in 

running the store, and they deny 
that the ASUA even has a legal 
right to sue, since it is a part and 

parcel of the University of Arizona 

community 
But if the ASUA is not recog- 

nized as an independent iegal en- 

tity, why did the Regents sign the 

contract to begin with? "You re 

asking me to speak for people 
who were around 40 years ago, 
and I can't do that," said Blair 
Benjamin, legal advisor of the 
Board of Regents. The Regents, 
he added, certainly have an oblig- 
ation to live up to a contract, if it 
was valid. This one is not. And 
even if it had been valid, the ASUA 
has long since abrogated its ob- 
ligation. They never sought to un- 

dertake running the bookstore, 
and they don't seek to now All 

they want is the profits.” 
The ASUA suit asks for a pay- 

ment of $10,000 to ASUA, and 
calls for a declaratory judgement 
stating that ASUA has the right to 
bookstore profits. More impor- 
tantly, the suit asks for a decision 
as to whether ASUA is an inde- 
pendent entity, and whether it has 
the right to hire an attorney and 
pay the fees with ASUA funds. A 

judgment is expected within a 

month. 


