
Weaver criticizes BPA 
By TOM JACKSON 

Of the Emerald 

l thnk rt s madness to use the 
knd of energy we re usrtg n this 
country today, said Congress- 
man Jim Weaver Thursday in a 

discussion of future energy prob- 
lems of the country and of the 
northwest m particular 

Weaver is concerned about the 

energy policies of the govern- 
ment. and has been especially 
critical of the Bonnevi'ie Power 
Administration fBPAj. 

Weaver has filed suit against 
the BPA because of their rate and 
contract policies which he be- 
lieves are not in the best interest of 

Oregon and the Northwest 
Weaver feels that the BPA is 

giving preferential treatment to the 
aluminum companies in the 
Northwest when the energy de- 
mands of the public should be 

given equal or greater considera- 
tion. Weaver pointed to the large 

consumption rates or me 

aluminum industry and the low 
rates for electrical power from the 
BP A to substantiate h«s claim. In 
terms of gasoline Weaver said 
that the aluminum companies 
use about twice as much energy 
as ail the vehicles m Oregon, for 
the equivalent of about five cents 

per gallon 
The compan ss say that this 

power is low grade because it is 

more interrupt able than the power 
sold to the public. Weaver labels 
this clam deceit, and says that 
the power has rarely been inter- 

rupted m the past 
While the rate structure is the 

central issue of Weaver s law suit, 

he also feels that the BPA should 
not be allowed to make long-term 
contracts with the aluminum com- 

panies. 
He is also sponsoring a bill 

which would, if passed, greatly 
change the rate structure of the 
BPA. The bill includes a lifeline 
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BPA s ability to contract with in- 

dustrial customers for long 
periods of time. and a requirement 
that the BPA hoW a pubbc heanng 
oefore contracting to sell power. It 
also includes a provision for pre- 
ference among mdustnal custom- 
ers to those producing goods indi- 

genous to the United States and a 

provision to allow the BPA to re- 

search alternative sources of 
power. 

The lifeline rate is the most 

controversial of these proposals 
It is a suggestion for conservation 
of power by giving public consum- 

ers a low pnce for an amount of 
power that would meet average 
needs Prices would rise 

sharpty for use of power above 
the given amount. 

Regarding other problems. 
Weaver said he would like to ra- 

tion gasoline along the same lines 
as his lifeline plan for electncity. 
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ASUO Centennial Celebration Events 

Friday, January 16, 2 pm to 4 pm 167 EMU 

ASUO Reception 
All students are invited to meet and talk informally with 
William Boyd, president, University of Oregon; Kingman 
Brewster, president, Yale University; Edith Green, former 

Congresswoman from Oregon; Charles Ping, president, Ohio 

University. 
Refreshments will he served 

All students, faculty and staff are invited to the 

Centennial Dance—Friday, 
January 16—9:00 pm 

featuring, Stan Tepfers Orchestra and 

-a rock hand.- 

Semi-formal. Admission, $2.50 singles, $5.00 couples. 
Tickets available EMU Main Desk, and at the door 

ALL STUDENTS WELCOME 
Sponsored by ASUO Executive. 


