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Campus racial issues remain hot 
(CPS) — More than a few 

heads bobbed last spring during 
University of Alabama professor 
Louis Williams biology exam 

when students came across a 

question which asked: 
“Which of the following 

communities multiplies most 
rapidly: (A) Rodents (B) Rabbits 
(C) Negros (D) Benthos (E) 
Plankton?’’ 

Although Williams later told The 
Washington Post that “it was a 

biological question... and was not 
intended to imply prejudice," his 
black students felt otherwise and 
two of them complained to the 
university's academic vice 
president. 

The vice president claims he 
took the complaint as general 
criticism and in turn reminded his 
underlings to promote more 

understanding towards campus 
minorities. The two complaining 
students feel their grievance was 

ignored. 
The incident, which black 

students say illustrates what they 
call Alabama's 'institutional 
racism," which they say pervades 
the campus, has come to light 
recently with the August naming of 
Alabama president David 
Mathews to President Fords 
cabinet as Secretary of Health, 
Education and Welfare (HEW). 

As Secretary of the monster 

agency with its 130,000 
employees and over $120 billion 
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in programs, Mathews will have to 
grapple with, among other things, 
the smouldering question of 
college desegregation. It is a hot 
campus issue, especially in the 
south, even a decade after the 
passage of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act, which forbids racial 
discrimination in institutions 
receiving federal funds. 

Currently, HEW is closely 
monitoring desegregation 
activities at colleges in 10 
southern states following a 

successful NAACP federal suit 
that claimed HEW was dragging 
its feet on desegregation efforts. 

The court ordered HEW to 
clamp down on the southern 
colleges, many of which were 

historically all-black or all-white 
schools, by June, 1974. Today, 
HEW officials say desegregation 
progress is being made although 
some colleges as well as some 

state governors are balking at 
HEW's proposals. As HEW chief, 
Mathews will have to decide how 
much pressure to apply on them to 
force compliance. 

Mathews will have to walk a 

tight political tightrope, however, 
as Ford administration politicos 
are worried about the president's 
image among conservatives in an 

election year, especially in the 
south. 

“The issue is quite live over at 
HEW right now,” says NAACP 
attorney John Silard, who recently 
returned to Washington District 
court to ask that the 
desegregation plans of eight of 
the southern states be thrown out. 
The NAACP contends the plans, 
the ones HEW approved in June 
of 1974, are inadequate and are 

not being followed anyway. 
Ironically, one of the chief 

political thorns in the side of 
Mathew's boss is Alabama 
Governor George Wallace, who in 
1963 stood defiantly in a 

university doorway and thumbed 
his nose at two black students 

seeking admittance. 

Everyone seems to agree that 
much racial progress has been 
made since then, but still 

University of Alabama blacks say 
school officials are insensitive at 
best to their concerns. They put 
some of the blame on Mathews, a 

history professor, who took over 

as Alabama president in 1969 at 
the age of 33. 

Last October, 350 black 
students staged a protest march 
to publicize a list of 13 grievances 
which were advanced by the 

university's Association of 
Afro-Americans and endorsed by 
20 black staff and faculty 
members. The students generally 
/” 

said that Alabama officials 
discriminate against them 
because they are black. 

Mathews, responding to the 

charges, told The Post he had 

always worked hard to include 

blacks in greater numbers in all 

elements of campus life"I would 

say that it's important to note that 

every year we have done more 

than we had the year before. 

However, Mathews admitted 
that the university, which has 

granted him an 18 month leave of 

absence, is not where we need to 

be" when it comes to black faculty 
He also agreed that whites enjoy 
better campus facilities than 
blacks. 

Currently, there are 1,200 
blacks out of 15,500 students at 
Alabama and 15 fulltime black 

faculty members out of 624. One 
black professor has tenure. 

Nationwide in 1974. blacks 

made up nine per cent of 8.8 
million total college students. In 
1964 there were five per cent 
blacks out of 4.6 million students. 

During congressional hearings 
on Mathew's appointment last 
summer, the question of black 
grievances at his campus was not 
aired, much to the recent 
consternation of several senators 
and civil rights officials. "It 
represents a serious gap in the 
confirmation process,” said an 

aide to Senator Walter Mondale 
(D-MN). 

The Atlanta regional civil rights 
office said last summer at the time 
of the hearings that it knew of no 

greater number of complaints by 
women or blacks against the 
university. But Association of 
Afro-American leader Sylvester 
Wilson told The Chronicle of 
Higher Education in June that the 
university "had been lackadaisical 
in hiring black instructors for a 

school this size. 

Speed reading course offered 
If it's tak ng you too long to read this story, 

you might be interested in enrolling in the 

Learning Resource Center's speed reading 
class. 

Separate classes are offered for students. 
Eugene area residents and U of O faculty and 
staff. Over a dozen different times are offered 
for the student sections. The class for the 
general public will be on Monday nights, the 
faculty-staff section will be on Wednesday 
nights. 

The course will focus on improving reading 
rate, comprehension, retention and recall. All 
classes begin next week and will last six 

V 

weeks. Students will not receive college credit 

Students, faculty and staff will be charged 
S10 for tne course. The fee for the general 
public is $25. 

The Learning Resource Center also offers 
classes in exam skills and provides 
individualized tutoring Persons interested in 

tutoring may earn from one to four credits 
through the center 

Further information about the classes and 
tutonng is available at the Learning Resource 
Center at 686-3226 The center is open 
weekdays from 9 to 5 in Chapman Hall. 
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HP Demo Day TODAY 
9 am 4 pm 

Hewlett-Packard 
Kactoi \ Kcp. Mike Curran 

The uncompromising ones. 

The calculations you face require no less. 

The new compact HP 21 and HP-25 
scientific calculators take it easy on your 
budget — and give you the same uncom- 

promising design and quality that go 
into every Hewlett-Packard pocket 
calculator, regardless of price. 

The HP-21 Scientific. *99.95. 
32 built-in functionsand 
operations. 
Performs all log and trig functions, the 
latter in radians or degrees; rectangular/ 
polar conversion; register arithmetic; 
common log evaluation. 

Performs all basic data 
manipulations 
and executes all functions in one second 
or less. 
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Bodnht HP-21 and the HP-25 

RPN logic system. 
Let's you evaluate any expression with- 
out copying parentheses, worrying 
about hierarchies or restructuring be- 
forehand. You see all the intermediate 
data displayed: you rarely re-enter data; 
you can easily backtrack to find an error 

because all functions are performed 
individually. 

Full decimal display control. 
You can choose between fixed decimal 
and scientific notation and you can con 

trol the number of places displayed. The 
HP 25 also gives you engineering nota 
tion, which displays power of ten in 
multiples of ±3 for ease in working with 
many units of measure— e g., kilo (103), 
nano (10 9), etc. 

Come in and see these great new 

calculators today. 

The HP-25 Scientific 
Programmable. *195. 
72 built-in functionsand 
operations. 
All those found in the HP-21, plus 
40 nx ire 

Keystroke programmability. 
The automatic answer to repetitive protr 
lems. Switch to PRGM and enter the 
same keystrokes you would use to solve 
the problem manually Then switch to 
RUN and enter only the variables 
needed each time. 

Full editing capability. 
You can easily review and quickly add 
or change steps. 

Branching and conditional test 
capability. 
Light built in logic comparisons let you 
program conditional branches 

8 addressable memories. 
And you can do full register arithmetic 
on all eight. 

Full line of HP calculators 
and accessories. 
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