Possible
camp-site
for UFO
seckers
found

GRAND JUNCTION, Colo.
(AP) — A group of 20 persons,
possibly those who are said to
have left Oregon en route to an
unidentified flying object to carry
them to a “better life” spent sev-
eral days camping in western Col-
orado.

Some 20 persons disappeared
in Oregon after attending a meet-
ing in Waldport on Sept. 14. Aman
and a woman said they were from
outer space and said they could
show people how to transcend to
a level above that of humans,
possibly going to another planet.

State and local police in Oregon
say they are baffled by the disap-
pearances. Some of the persons
are said to have given away their
possessions and severed family
ties.

Dorothy O’Donnell, of Grand
Junction, said the group of about
20 persons camped at the Col-
orado National Monument near
here from about Sept. 19 to Sept.
22.

A woman member of the group
told of giving away her baby, she
said. The group spent the even-
ings reading what appeared to be
a Bible, she said. A card post-
marked in Fruita, Colo., was sent
to Hilda Eton of Yachats by her
son, Dan Staggs, 43, of Spring-
field.

Eton received the letter Sept.
22, during the period the group of
20 people was seen on the
monument. The card, which did
not have any picture on it, could
have been mailed from the visitor
center at the monument, where
the group was camped, and still
carried a Fruita post mark.

One of the people reported to
have been with Staggs was a
woman named Charity who had
given away her baby.

The postcard to Eton said her
son did not plan to contact her

again.
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A radio station talk show host,
Victor Boc, in San Jose, said
Monday evening that he had con-
tact with the movement and that a
camp had been set up temporarily
in Grand Junction but had been
moved to southwestern Colorado.

A Pagosa Springs-based inves-
tigator for the Durango district at-
torney, Bill Richardson, said that
he had become familiar with a
movement that fits the description
of the Oregon mestings.

Richardson said that at least
one person who had been “ex-
tremely successful” in that com-
munity had dropped out of sight,
apparently to join the movement.

The name of that person has
not been released because local
law enforcement officials want to
be in a position to help any resi-
dents should they return to the
area in need of help.

A meeting was held in Pagosa
Springs six weeks ago by the
movement, Richardson said. Lit-
erature circulated there appears
to be the same as that circulated
prior to the meetings in late sum-
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mer and early fall in Oregon and
California.

Similar literature has also been
mailed from Nederland, Colo., a
small community west of Boulder.

Richardson also said that a
woman calling herself Electra has
been in Pagosa Springs ear-
lier this year preparing for the arri-
val of other persors in the move-
ment.

She had since gone to other
communities in the West and
Midwest, Richardson said.

Oregon officers have said they
believed members of the move-
ment had been coming to Col-
orado from that state. Eton con-
firmed in an interview that her son
had given his house to a girl friend
and had left Oregon driving a 1966
blue foreign station wagon.

He did not say that he was leav-
ing and Eton has only received the
post card from him.

Victor Boc said that the
middle-aged couple that has been
conducting the meetings expects
to be killed by opponents of the

movement at a meeting such as
the one Wednesday.

The couple has reportedly said
at the meetings that they would
leave the earth as the result of
their deaths within a month but
would be followed to earth by
others like them in 1,000 years.

Persons who have attended the
meetings say they have the im-
pressions that believers expect to
commit suicide so that they can be
reincarnated and taken to a place
described as similar to Christian
Heaven.

The monument is a park, with a
public camp ground.

The group of 20 people ob-
served at the monument was de-
scribed as composed of “hippie
types” by O’'Donnell.

“It was like her mind was half
shot,” O’'Donnell said of the young
woman who had given away her
baby. The young woman wan-
dered into the O'Donnell camp on
the monument several times.

Eton said she objected to any
group that required its members to
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break ties with relatives. She said
she wanted the story known so
that others would not have to go
through the “agonizing” she is
going through. She said her son
was always trying to find the ans-
wer to things.

Nothing to
do? Tour the
museum

Free tours of the Museum of Art
will be offered again this fall.

The tours begin at 3 p.m., in the
main lobby of the Art Museum. The
Museum is open free to the public,
noon to 5 p.m., Tuesdays through
Sundays.

The Friends of the Museum are
sponsoring the tours.
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