“It's either masochism, dedication, or dig-
ging a hole and having to crawl out of it,” Clyde
Smith says about his three-year German text-
book project. Smith, 37, (Ph. D. German litera-
ture from UCLA) is teaching a University
SEARCH course called “German Circle
Games.”

The two classes he teaches are an impor-
tant part of the development of his system.
“The biggest hurdle a student faces in learning
anew language,” Smith says, “is the transition
from passive knowledge to active usage.”
“German Circle Games” attacks the problem
directly by making the learning process active.

The idea first came to Smith when he was
teaching an accelerated German class at the
University of California at Hayward. He was
dissatisfied with the text, so he wrote his own,
handing it out on mimeographed sheets. In-
stead of sending the students to lab he had
them meet in groups. He then began thinking
about teaching with games.

games. In the reality of the classroom he found
many of the games deficient and spent much
of his time in revision. He found the classroom
an indispensable sounding board in the pro-
cess of refining the games.

The idea, according to Smith, is to present a
mini-situation where the student has the op-
portunity to see, touch and feel what he is
doing. Each game is focused on a particular
aspect of German grammar. The students ask
each other questions or describe drawings in
German. It is a theater of education where the
audience and actors are one and the same.

“Every game has to have very secure, well
defined limits,” he says. “Freedom is available
through organization of energy.” The games
are an experiment in democracy because the
students are expected to correct one another,
not in a holier-than-thou manner, but in a help-
ful, kind way. The corrector has as much to
learn as the corrected. Sometimes it goes to
two or three people, the correctors finding that

A sense of dissatisfaction about how lan-
guage is being taught brought him to start
S creating the games. He also wanted to redis-
i tribute the power structure of the classroom.
3 “The teacher is a resource and guide,” he
says. “The students must do it themselves.
The teacher is to provide a way for the
student’s energy tn be manifested.”

In the summer of 1972 he moved to Eugene,
and living off his savings and unemployment
he began to compose the games. In spring
1973 he started teaching a University
SEARCH course to test the nucleus of 24
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Clyde Smith talks about his new spring term SEARCH class, “German Circle Games."

they too were wrong, Smith explains.

Students who have had no German fit into
the system best, according to Smith. Experi-
enced German students tend to correct each
other less and have to overcome previous
conditioning. “The traditional classrooom for-
mat tends to cause more of a feeling of indi-
vidual isolation, competitiveness, anxiety and
lack of co-operation among students,” he ex-
plains. He adds that the slower student retards
the fast student, but the faster student has the
benefit of explaining, thus seating the informa-
tion more firmly in his mind.

‘Circle Games’ for teaching German

“Ideally you would have five students of equal ability and you'd whip
around the circle and really get a lot done, but things don't work that
way,” he says. “The games are better for all students.”

Smith will teach his course spring term with the Division of Continu-
ing Education. There will be two classes: one at 7:30 p.m., Tuesdays
and Thursdays, for people with two or more quargers of German and
recommended for advanced students and teachers; the other course,
for people with one quarter or less, will meet at 7:30 p.m., Monday and
Wednesday, and is recommended for teachers of other foreign lan-
guages and those interested in group learning.

By GARY NEWMAN
Of the Emerald

SHARE THE RIDE
WITHUSTHIS |
VACATION
~ AND GETON
TOA GOOD THING.

Us means Greyhound, and a lot of your fellow students
who are already on to a good thing. You leave when you
like. Travel comfortably. Arrive refreshed and on time.
You'll save money, too, over the increased air

fares. Share the ride with us on weekends. Holidays.
Anytime. Go Greyhound.

GREYHOUND SERVICE

Eugene = ONE ROUND YOU You
To WAY TRIP LEAVE ARRIVE

Corvallis $200 $3.80 11:25am 12:35 pm
Salem $3.40 $650 245pm 4:20 pm
Portiand $545 $1040 11:20am 1:30 pm
Seattle $1360 $2585 11:20am 6:45 pm
San Fran $2030 $5380 T7:35pm” 8:20am

Ask your agent about additional departures and return trips.

GO GREYHOUND

...aNd leave the driving to us°

INFLATION FIGHTER

SPECIAL

Inflation Fighter
Special Tune-up . . .....
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VOLKSWAGEN

$1 995

(Parts & Labor)
Includes complete engine tune up with parts in-
cluded, plugs, points and valve cover gaskets.

Due to popular demand
Offer extended to April 30th

Due to the already low price of this special no
additional vintage club discounts will be given,

ALL

MODELS

VOLKSWAGEN

20 Coburg Road
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