
Home builders propose 
house warranty system 

By ANN BECKER 
Of the Emerald 

Buying a house is probably the biggest in- 
vestment a person will make during his or her 
lifetime. Spending all that money can be pretty 
scary, especially if there is no guarantee that the 
house won’t fall apart after the customary (me year 
warranty runs out. 

The Joint Housing Committee of the Eugene 
City Council and Planning Commission heard 
testimony Tuesday noon on a plan that may help the 
homeowner regarding this problem. The plan is an 

experimental 10-year warranty system, proposed 
by the National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB). 

Oregon has been designated as a “priority 
state” by the NAHB to try out this warranty 
program. If Oregon is chosen, homeowners may be 
able to get a low-cost warranty on their home for a 

10-year period. It must be approved, however, by 
the state and the local governments before it can be 
put into effect. 

Robert Suess, president of the Eugene- 
Spri gfield Home Builders Association, explained 
the proposed program to the Joint Housing Com- 
mittee, so that they would have prior background in 
the matter in case Oregon is selected as a test state. 

Patterned after English program 

The 10-year warranty is patterned after a 
similar program in England, which has been in 
operation for nine years. After World War H in 
England, the government sponsored a large 
building program where construction was done by 
the national government, instead of individual 
builders. Nine years ago builders began to object, so 

they began to guarantee their houses The program 
quickly caught on, according to Suess, and now 95 

percent of all English houses are purchased under 
this warranty program. 

Suess said that the program the NAHB will 
adopt is similar to this. He said it came in response 
to an increase in consumerism in the United States. 
He said the NAHB hopes this warranty program 
will “pre-empt the need of repressive legislation” 
on the state level, adding that it’s an attempt at 
“self-policing to assure quality construction of 
homes for the people of Oregon. 

The aims of the warranty program, according 
to Suess, are to provide a means by which con- 

sumers can be assured of quality construction and 
to make reliable builders easier to identify. 

Will eliminate incompetent builders 

Suess said the benefits of the warranty program 
are that inspection of the houses will help eliminate 
incompetent builders and help to educate marginal 
ones. It shows the public that builders can volun- 
tarily police themselves without adding to the 
taxpayer’s expense or increasing government 
bureaucracy. 

Suess explained that this will be a very inex- 
pensive program for the homeowner. It will 
probably be included into the cost of the house. He 
stressed that only NAHB members would be able to 
offer this particular 10-year warranty plan. Other 
builders could work out arrangements on their own 

with an insurance company if they wanted to 
provide a warranty on their houses, too, but that the 
cost for this would probably be “substantially 
more.” 

Suess said that to get into the NAHB you must 
have been in business at least one year, must be a 

reliable builder and pass a credit check. 
Councilman Tom Williams asked if this 

program would be so far superior to what other non- 

NAHB builders could offer, wouldn’t it discourage 
(Continued on Page 1!) 
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Backdoor Coffee House invites folk 
musicians to play one or two songs on 

Saturday night, Oct. 20 at 7 p.m. CaM 343-4470 
tor more information. 1414 Kincaid. 

Historic Deerfield, Inc., will conduct its 
annual summer fellowship program in early 
American history June 18 to August 17, 1974. 
Fellows must be single men and women 

undergraduates who are interested in a 

careers in museum apprenticeship, historic 
preservation, or American studies For 
further information contact Donald Friary, 
Director of Education, Historic Deerfield, 

In., Deerfield, Mass. 01342. 

The National Science Foundation will 

support a travel grant program for the 1974 
International Federation for information 
Processing conference in Stockholm. Ap 
plications may be obtained through the math 
division. National Research Council, 
Washington, D C, 20418. 

The National Research Council announces 
its research associateship programs for 1974 
in chemistry, space science, physics, at- 
mospheric and earth sciences, engineering, 
life sciences, and mathematics. Applications 
are due Jan. 15, 1974, and may be obtained 
from the Associateship Office, JH AM-P, 
National Research Council, 2101 Constitution 
Ave., N.W. Washington, D.C. 20418. 

Tutors are wanted for Chemistry 104. 
Credit available on deterred basis. See 
Nancy Ames at 269 Condon Hall or call ext. 
3226, or 343 6793. 

KWAX 

Noon to 5 p.m. Gerald Moore, National 
Press Club, All that Jazz, The Grab Bad 

5 p.m. to midnight. All Things Considered; 
Concert Hall with Richard Strauss, German 

Overtures, Dvorak and Bach, Festival 
U S A.; and Concert Hall with Mozart, 
Hayden, Schumann, Mendelssohn, and 
Bruch. 

Deterred 

tuitions. 
(Continued on Page 1) 

“Till we know from experience, 
we won’t be able to determine 
overhead costs either,” he says. 

“Everything nowadays has 
come down to the installment 
plan and such,’’ concluded 
business manager McLaughlin. 

Results on collections for the 
first deferred tuition installment 
should give these three loan 
officers a better understanding of 
the system and what lies ahead 
for the program. 

Deferred tuition will again be 
available during winter and 
spring terms for all eligible 
students. 
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SCIENTIST....BIBLE SCHOLAR....LECTURER 
Professor of Chemistry at George Fox College 

EUGENE FRIENDS CHURCH 
3495 West 18th, Eugene 343-0894 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, OCTOBER 19-20-21 

TIMES AND TOPICS 

Friday 7:30 PM The BIBLE You Can Trust Its HISTORY 

Saturday 9:30 AM In the Beginning GOD or CHANCE 

Saturday 1:00 PM ARCHEOLOGY Witnesses to Creation or 

Evolution 
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WANTED: 
CULTURAL FORUM 

SPECIALIST 
FOR 

SPEAKERS’ PROGRAM 
APPLY EJ.ll. 301 

DEADLINE: Tues. Oct. 23 
at 4:00 p.m. 

aesthetics begin with trees KECYC1T jT'j 
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Berg's Pre-season 
Ski Sale 

LAST YEAR’S LANGES 
40 per cent off (except Standers) 

RIEKER AND NORDICA 
Also on Sale 

LAST YEAR’S KZ AND HEADS 
Greatly Reduced 

GOOD JELECTION OF 
USED METAL AND GLASS SKIS 

SELECT GROUPS OF 
PARKAS. PANTS and TURTLENECKS 

Sale at 13th Are Store Only! 

Berg's 11th ft Mill 343-0013 
13th 0 Lawrence 343-0014 

Cmbcr 3Box 

Fall Trade-in! 

Bring in your old pipe and 
receive $2.00 toward purchase 
of any Briar Pipe in the house! 

Valley River Center 343-4738 

OF GRAPE & GRAIN.. 
_ 

Our Wine of the Week .. 

Ml Harvey’s Selection 

■ LIEBFRAUMILCH 
This week 2.50 (reg. m) 

(with this coupon, limit one 5th per customer. 
Otter good Fri. the 19th thru Thurs. the 25th.) 

Harvey’s, a venerable wine firm in Lon- 
don, has selected this wine made from 

grapes grown in Germany’s Rhinehessen 
as being worthy of their firm’s reputable 
label. This is truly a splendid Lieb- 
fraumilch. There are hundreds of Lieb- 
fraumilches exported to the U.S.A.—many 
cost much more than this one. Yet we here 
at of Grape & Grain feel thi3 is the best 
value we’ve come across in the dozens 
we’ve sampled. Light, fragrant and 
medium sweet, this wine is an ideal all- 
occasion wine. 
Stop in for a loaf of bread, a wedge 
of cheese or a sandwich 
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OF GRAPE AND GRAIN (WILLAMETTE PLAZA 
10AM 9PM, SUN 12 6 686-WINE 


