Motofuji discusses style in
Chikamatsu’s Kabuki plays

Japanese Kabuki theater. The

motions seem rhythmic and
never quick, or the grace and
style of the play might be broken.
Frank Motofuji preserved this
image while it to in-
clude elements of comedy in his
speech Friday entitled
“Chikamatsu and His Kabuki
Phy'."

Chikamatsu was a major
Japanese playwright of the
seventeenth century, most noted
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The plot continued, when the
hero attempted to speak to his
lover through a neeald girl,

directly because he was an
outcast. The second girl,
however, did not know that the
plans of escape that he spoke of
were not meant for her, Motofuji
said. The conflict is resolved by a
comic tug-of-war between the two
girls that is resolved, by the
second girl realizing that she is
not loved by the hero. The hero is
then reinstated in hn family,
through pity inspired by one of
the gods.

Motofuji, a professor

wrote most of his Kabuki plays
for the leader actor of his time,
Sakata Tofuro. Tofuro had a

great concern for the plot of plays.

and dialogue as originally written
according to Motofuji. This was
unusual in a time when the actors
felt free to change lines when
they wanted, he said. He called
seventeenth century Kabuki‘“an
actor-dominated theater.”

The plays of Chikamatsu were
written in the fashion of the age,
he said. “That is, they were
written by a writer com-
missioned by a particuiar theater
company to include all actors
under contract to the company.
This explains the large number of
actors, thirty to forty, in his

plays.” The actor was a
part according to his im-

portance in the company, he said.

The original manuscripts of

the actors instead of in written
form.

In concluding, the professor
mentioned that Tofuro’s style of
acting will be carried on by his
sons who are now active in the
Kabuki. He directed anvone

COULD BE FOR YOU _
FIND OU'_I' FOR YOURSELF
WHAT IT'S REALLY LIKE.

IF INTERESTED CONTACT—
PANHELLENIC EXT. 3888
INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL EXT. 3701

“The A.S.U.0. should serve the real, immediate
and long range needs of all students and all
student groups. Individuals who value their time
and money don‘t
politicians and defiant U.O. administrators.”
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For information contact:
International Education Center
Room 202 EMU x3721
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PLANNING
SOMETHING SPECIAL....

LIKE MAYBE A
WEDDING?

Shopping tor a diamond ring can
be discouraging. Usually what you
want, you can't afford, and what
you can afford, you don't want.
That’s where we come in. We*have
a large selection of quality, high
fashion, completely guaranteed
rings for as much as 35% less than
you'd normally expect to pay
because we sell direct froma .
leading diamond ring manufacturer,
saving you the “jewelry store"
costs. *

Call your campus representative
today. He has a book entitled
“Check List For A Perfect
Wedding" foryou . .. FREE. . . just
for taking the time to see his
beautiful rings. :

f S. Owens
345-6552
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AMERICAN CAMPUS
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payment plan available
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